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Cory, Erap meet 
behind closed doors 
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Do you have а story to tell about Edsa I? the noun is fooking for those 
untold stories (photos, too) that contributed, no mattor how small, to the first People Power in 
1986 that so stunned the world and inspired and emboidened people іп chains everywhere to 
break free. The contributions that will be selected by the editors wili be used for the 


‘quinen's special celebration of the 2t 


anniversary of Edsa |. Send your contribution, with 


your address and contact number, not later than Feb. 15 to fdelmundo@inqulrer.com.ph 


Tragedy wake-up call 
for gov’t, say senators 


‘JHE TRAGEDY THAT MARRED THE ANNIVER- 
Sary of the noontime show "Wowowee" on Satur- 
day was a wake-up сай for the government to in- 
stitute reforms that would drastically reduce the 
country's grinding poverty, senators said yester- 
day. 

Their counterparts in the House of Repre- 
sentatives said the stampede at the PhilSports 
Arena in Pasig City was a "symptom of a wider 
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NERI: Back to Neda 


PUNO: Replaces 
from DBM. 


Reyes at DILG. 


АМОАҮА: Replaces 
Neri at DBM. 


FEARLESS VIEWS 
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By Christine О. Avendaño 


AS EXPECTED, CONTROVERSIAL ANTIPOLO 
Rep. Ronaldo Puno, a known political operator 
behind President Macapagal-Arroyo's cam- 
paign in the 2004 presidential election, has 
been appointed interior secretary 

He replaces Angelo Reyes, who was moved 
to the Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources. 

As early as November last year, Mala- 
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‘website: wwing7.net. 


cafiang floated the idea that Puno, president 
of Ms Arroyo's party Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (Kampi), would be appointed to the 
top postin the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government. 

‘Another staunch ally of Ms Arroyo in the 
House of Representatives, where an impeach- 
ment case is expected to be filed against her 
this year, is joining the Cabinet. 

Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando Andaya, chair 
of the House appropriations committee the past 


Opposition leader bugging 
Palace, Gonzales says 


By Christine О. EET 
Avendaño тл 
MALACARANG IS BEING “у ее A 
bugged, apparently by an 
opposition leader, ауз 
National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales. 

Gonzales told reporters 
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г DILG; Andaya to DBM 


six years, is taking the place of Romulo Neri at 
the Department of Budget and Management. 

Neri is returning to his old job as director 
general of the National Economic and Devel- 
opment Authority. 

"The latest Cabinet appointments were an- 
nounced yesterday by Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye. 

‘Asked whether the announcement of Cabi- 
net appointees was the last, Bunye said in a 
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Encyclical 

reexamines 
role of state 
and Church 


By Amando Doronila 


Probers find laps 
in security setup 


Someone 
will answer 
for 74 deaths 
-Gonzalez 


By Leila B. Salaverria. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


‘THE JAN. 29 PASTORAL STATE- 
ment of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines 
came close on the heels of the 
first encyclical of Pope Benedict 
ХМ that the Vatican released on 
Jan. 25. 

The ет ANALYSIS 
cyclical, ti- 
tled "Deus Caritas Est" (God is 
Love), was signed by Benedict on 
Dec. 25, 2005. Addressed to 
bishops and the more than one 
billion lay members of the 
Catholic Church, it sets out the 
Church's policy оп doctrinal 
matters and defines the tone of 
the new papacy. 

‘As pointed out by Vatican- 
based religion writers, an encycli- 
cal is always scrutinized closely 
for its insight into a Pope's 
thoughts and plans, and the first 
such document is seen аз а “char- 
ter" fora new papacy. 

When the Filipino bishops met 
in promulgating their Jan. 29 
pastoral letter, which castigated 
the “acts of evasion and obstruc- 
tion of the truth” by the adminis- 
tration of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo in connection with the al- 
leged rigging of the 2004 election 
results, they were probably sensi- 
tive to the political messages be- 
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JUSTICE SECRETARY 
Raul Gonzalez said yes- 
terday someone should 
answer for the deaths 
of 74 people in a game 
show stampede, and 
the head of an inquiry 
panel said he found 
"shortcomings" in the 
security preparations 
forthe event. 


"There will be responsibility. 
There will definitely be people re- 
sponsible,” Gonzalez said in a 
phone interview. "That's why the 
order of the President is to find 
cfiminal or civil liabilities.” 
Gonzalez, however, refused to 
pinpoint any specific person or or- 
ganization that might be culpable 
for the disastrous stampede last 
Saturday outside the PhilSports 
‘Arena (formerly Ulta) in Pasig 
City, About 500 people were in- 
jured in crush of fans struggling to 
get in to watch the anniversary cel- 
ebration of the popular ABS-CBN 
game show “Wowowee.” 
"If 1 will say something, it will 
prejudge the outcome of the in- 
PROBERS/AI9 
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NO BARS strong enough for people desperately seeking better lives, Interior Undersecretary Marius Corpuz, head of the. fact-finding team 
looking into Saturday's PhilSports Arena stampede, finds out during an on-site inspection. RUDY ESPERAS 


Deadly stampede also brings out best in people 


By Luige A. del Puerto also show the best in them. 

"Thats what is good about us 
Filipinos. Nagdadamayan tayo 
(We care for each other),” said 
Amel Sulliano, a hospital admin- 
istrator. 

Within the next hour, help 
poured in. 

Pharmaceutical companies 
offered pain relievers and other 
medicines. Politicians gave 
away slippers. A nearby, well- 


Within minutes, a system 
meant to save as many number of 
lives as possible during an emer- 
gency was put into motion. 

But the hospital would have 
been overwhelmed in coping 
with the sheer number of pa- 
tients—if not for the many hands 
that quickly appeared, as if from 
nowhere. 

For while disasters may bring 
ош the worst in people, they сап 


known motel sent linens. 

One politician who had heard 
that the hospital only had one X- 
ray machine sent one. 

"Victoria Court sent 20 or 30 
linens. They sent more today,” 
said Sulliano. The popular motel 
is about 300 meters from the hos- 
pital, 

“We were able to cope because 
many helped, and for that we are 
very thankful,” Sulliano said. 


55 North Cotabato elderly dies with 


ByDj Yap 


EVEN AT THE AGE OF 75, FELICIDAD 
Trinidad de la Vega didn't want to be a 
burden to her seven children. So she had 
taken a job as a nanny. 

She had also gone to the PhilSports 
Arena (formerly Ultra) in Pasig City in 
the hope that she would win a few thou- 
sand pesos at the popular TV game show 
“Wowowee” that would raffle off huge 
cash prizes. 

De la Vega had come to Manila to visit 
her children and had hoped luck would 
smile on her and she could share it with 
them before she returned to her North 
Cotabato home. 

Instead, tragedy struck. 

She was one of the scores of people who 
were trampled to death during Saturday's 
stampede at the PhilSports Arena, 

Yesterday, De la Vega's family arrived 
at Arlington Memorial Chapel on Arane- 

NORTH AS 


The military and police also 
pitched in with their own doctors, 
nurses and ambulances. 

As the number of victims 
mounted, the RMC staff, long 
accustomed to emergency situa- 
tions, quickly adjusted and be- 
gan the dogged work of check- 
ing patients and giving medica- 
tions. 

The hospital declared a Code 
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her dream 


SURGEONS AT THE RIZAL MED- 
ical Center were having breakfast 
when the first victims of the dead- 
ly stampede at the PhilSports 
Arena (formerly Ultra) in Pasig 
City streamed in. 

As ambulances brought in the in- 
jured and the dead, it became clear 
tothe hospital staff that this was not 
going to be an ordinary Saturday. 
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AN OLD woman breaks down from the 


DREAM prizes offered by “Wowowee”: House and lot, two tricycles, two taxis, one jeepney and PI milion in cash 
PhilSports Arena railings after disaster struck. 


awalt winners of raffie draw scheduled during the popular game show's first anniversary celebration. epwtacks 
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Cory, Erap hold meeting 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. and T] Burgonio 


A BREWING ALLIANCE? 


Speculations of an emerging alliance flew thick 
and fast yesterday after two former Presidents, 
who used to be on the opposite sides of the politi- 
cal fence, finally met and talk yesterday. 


& Former Presidents Corazon 
Зашто and Joseph Estrada met 
Zbehind closed doors yesterday at 

‘the San Juan Medical Center af- 
ler attending a thanksgiving Mass 
Жог the recovery of Estrada who 

‘underwent eye surgery on 

Wednesday. 

The two former leaders talked 
Tor more than an hour. But details 
of the discussions were not dis- 
closed. 

Tt was the first time since Estra- 
1да ouster five years ago, where 

"Aquino played a key role, that the 

‘two former Presidents met face to 
‘face. Both smiled and posed for 
the cameras after the closed-door 
"meeting. 

The thanksgiving Mass, which 
‘started at 4:30 p.m., was also at- 

„tended by Senate President 

Franklin Drilon, movie actress 

Susan Roces, Sen. Luisa "Loi" 

Ejercito, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, 
Rep. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino 

Ш and several opposition lead- 

ers. 

‘This was the first time Aquino, 
‘Estrada, Drilon and Roces, widow 
of the late actor Fernando Poe 
Jr—key personalities in the 
‘broad alliance that has been call- 
ing for President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's resignation—heard Mass 
together: 

‘After about an hout, Aquino, 

., Estrada, Roces and the other op- 
position leaders went inside an 
Skadjacent room for snacks. 

‘Aquino sat on the center, with 
Estrada on her right side and Ro- 
ces on her left side. Estrada was 
wearing a beige jacket and a pair 
of black shades to conceal his 
eyes. 

But nobody dared to talk about 
the details of the rare meeting. 

“We did not talk politics,” 
Drilon said іп a phone inter- 
view. “There was a little me- 
rienda after the Mass, and we 
exchanged pleasantries. There 
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жаз no talk of politics.” 

‘Speculations that politics, par- 
ticularly the current political cri- 
sis, topped the agenda of the 
huge gathering of the country's 
leaders were "an expected con- 
clusion,” Drilon said. 

“Nothing happened. It was just 
a thanksgiving Mass to pray for 
the speedy recovery of Estrada as 
well as for the victims of the Ultra. 
tragedy," he insisted. 

Drilon said Aquino asked him 
to accompany her to the thanks- 
giving Mass after Estrada invited 
her. 

‘Aquino herself said she came 
“to pray for the victims of yester- 
days tragedy" referring to the 
stampede at the PhilSports Arena 
їп Pasig City, where 74-persons 
were killed, after rushing to 
watch and join a popular noon- 
time game show. 

*1 just came here to pray and 
attend the thanksgiving Mass 
for the successful operation of 
President Estrada,” Aquino told 
reporters. “Iam glad that we are 
all here to pray,” Aquino, who 
arrived with her son Noynoy, 
said. 

In an interview over dzBB as 
the guests were leaving the hospi- 
tal, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada 
‘mouthed the same line: "We did 
not talk politics." 

But the grin on the face of 
Makati City Mayor Jejomar Binay, 
when asked the same question, 
tells otherwise. 

“The thing speaks for itself,” 
Binay said 

“The fact that two widows and 
a womanizer are here together is 
a statement on itself,” Estrada's 
lawyer Rene Saguisag also said. 

But Saguisag quickly said the 
meeting was purely “a religious 
social event.” 

After their meeting, Estrada 
went out of the hospital and es- 
corted Aquino to her car. 


[os 


SENATE President Franklin Drilon, former President Corazon Aquino, former President Joseph Estrada, 
and actress Susan Roces pose after attending a Mass at the San Juan Hospital Chapel Sunday afternoon. 
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Corruption in health services bared 


Doris C. Dumlao 


LOCALLEVEL CORRUPTION 15 
gnawing at the quality of health 
services in public clinics, depriving 
poor households of professional 
care and driving them towards self- 
medication, according to Berlin- 
based Transparency International. 

Based on surveys conducted by 
the global non-government orga- 
nization, 19 percent of municipal 
administrators in the country 
said there were cases of bribery in 
their offices while 32 percent cit- 
ed instances of fund theft 

In the global report on corrup- 
tion in the health sector dated 
Feb. 1, TI said corruption was de- 
priving those most in need of es- 
sential medical care and helping 
spawn drug-resistant strains of 
deadly diseases. 

The ТІ report said that while 
majority of people employed in the 
sector perform their functions with 
diligence and integrity, there is evi 
dence of bribery and fraud across 
the breadth of health services. 

In the Philippine case, the re- 


port said a 10 percent increase in 
the extortion of bribes by medical 
personnel was shown to: 

‘© Reduce the rate of child im- 
munization by up to 20 percent. 

ө Increase waiting time in 
public health clinies by 30 per- 
cent. 

• Dampen patient satisfaction 
by30 percent. 

* Reduce the odds of complet- 
ing vaccination by four times. 

“The results showed clearly 
that corruption undermines the 
delivery of health services in the 
Philippines,” the report said. 

‘The chapter on the Philippines 
was written by Omar Azfar and Tu- 
grul Gurgur, researchers at Univer- 
sity of Maryland, who compiled 
public survey results and anecdotal 
evidence which indicated that 
much of the corruption here ap- 
peared to be at the local level. 

Data collected in 2000 from 80 
municipalities was used to assess 
the impact of corruption in local 
governments on health ош- 
comes. 

While a significant number of 
municipal adminis- 
trators cited cases of 
corruption, only 2.5 
percent of municipal 
health officers admit- 


ted there were cases of bribery 
and only 16.5 percent agreed 
there was theft of funds. 

"Most kinds of corruption were 
found to be more prevalent in the 
municipal administrator's office 
than in other offices, pethaps due 
to the administrator's office ex- 
erting more authority and thus 
having more opportunity to ex- 
tract rents,” the report said. 

Тһе results also suggested that 
corruption was not affecting the ru 
ralareas the same way it was affect- 
ing the urban areas. In the urban ar- 
eas, demand for public health care 
was noted to be more "corruption- 
elastic" which meant that house. 
holds would simply stop using pub- 
lic healthcare facilities in response 
1o higher corruption incidence. 

"Households in rural areas, on 
the other hand, suffer with more 
waiting at public health clinics, late. 
immunization of infants, and less 
satisfaction with public health ser- 
vices as compared to households in 
urban areas facing the same level 
of corruption," the report said. 

The presence of alternative 
health facilites in urban areas, ei- 
ther in the form of private health 
care providers ог other public 
health facilities, may be the rea- 
son for such differences, it added. 


get GMA fund 


By T] Burgonio 


SOME LIQUID FERTILIZERS 
bought from the P3-million fund 
allocated by the Department of 
Agriculture for the lone district of 
Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Con- 
stantino Jaraula ended up in the 
hands of farmers tending orna- 
mental plants. 

"This was one of the many oddi- 
ties that Commission on Audit 
teams found after traveling to some 
parts of Region 10 from Jan. 8 to 14 
to validate if farmers received the 
farm inputs procured from the DAs 
P728-million fertilizer fund. 

The DA released P73 million to 
the region in 2004 for the pui 
chase of fertilizers under the бі 
intuang Masaganang Ani (GMA) 
program based on the proposal of 
21 government officials. 

The COA teams, however, vali- 
dated only P24 million allocated. 
to six proponents, including Ja- 
aula. Of the amount, P19 million 
was used to buy 20,250 bottles of 
foliar liquid fertilizers, and P5 
million for 10,000 bags of SAKA 
organic fertilizer 

Tn its audit report, the COA 
noted that 59 farmers tending 
commercial ornamental plants in 
Barangays Iponan and Linango- 
han-Tablon in Cagayan de Oro 
City availed of a total of 300 bor- 
tles of foliar liquid fertilizer. 

“interview with the sample 
beneficiaries in Misamis Oriental 
disclosed that in Barangay Iponan 
and Tablon, the recipients had no 
farm for rice and com, but only a 
small lot where ornamental plants 
меге planted for sale,” it said. 

The Inguimer obtained a сору 
of the COAs Jan. 20 memoran- 
dum addressed to Agriculture 
Secretary Domingo Panganiban. 

In other barangays, the farm- 
ers used the fertilizers not on rice, 
but on vegetables. They were 
“hesitant” to use these in their 
corn plantations because there 
was no DA technician to orient 
them on its use, the COA said. 

Farmers in other barangays re- 
ceived their fertilizers as late as 
November 2005, it added. 

The COA also noted other irreg- 
wlarities in the distribution of the 
fertilizers elsewhere in the region. 

The district of Rep. Herminia 
Ramiro (2nd District, Misamis Occi- 
dental) received P3 million from 
the DA, but failed to account for 
2,530 bottles out of the total 6,250 
bottles of liquid fertilizers procured. 
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Meet the celebrity housemates of ‘Pinoy Big Brother’ 


~ By Nini Valera. 


EVEN BEFORE THE 14 CELEBRITY HOUSE- 
mates ofthe reality TV show “Pinoy Big Broth- 
er’—aired over ABS-CBN—could be intro- 

duced to the public last night, one housemate, 
Rico Robles, a deejay for RX radio, already 

$ faced eviction. 

млаза Entertainment leamed yesterday from 
PBB unit manager and director Lauren Dyogi that 
Robles had violated his contract with PBB when 
he renewed his contract with RX radio. 

But Dyogi and business unit head Linggit 
‘Tan gave Robles a chance to retrieve his con- 
tract with RX and to produce a certification 
that said the contract was null and void. 

‘At9 p.m. yesterday, RX finally faxed a copy 
of the contract releasing Robles from the sta- 
tion. 

‘Thus, Robles remained a housemate and 
was able to join yesterday's launch of the 
“PBB Celebrity Edition" at the Baywalk on 
Roxas Boulevard in Manila. 

He would have been replaced with another 
housemate, who would be brought to the PBB 
house next Saturday as part of that day's tele- 
cast. 

Dyogi and Tan had given Robles until 7 
pam. last night to produce the documents 
‘which Robles finally complied with. 

‘And so there were stil 14. 

‘The other celebrity housemates are sexy 
actresses Aleck Bovick and Keanna Reeves; 
actors John Pratts, Rustom Padilla and Chris- 
tian Vasquez; one-legged triathlon athlete 
Rudy Fernandez and Karetado gold medalist 
Gretchen Malalad; television hosts Angela 
Calina and Bianca Gonzales; singer Roxanne 
Barcelo; musician Eroll “Budoy” Marabiles; 
fashion designer Mich Dulce; and Bench un- 
derwear model Zanjoe Marudo. 

‘The list of housemates had been a closely 
guarded secret of the PBB production staff 
and was finalized on Friday night. Not even 


high-ranking executives of ABS-CBN knew 
the housemates’ identities. 

‘The “PBB Celebrity Edition” should have 
been launched on Saturday but it was post- 
poned to the next day because of the 
“Wowowee” stampede at the PhilSports Arena, 

Iuounen Entertainment was at the Grand 
Boulevard Hotel when the housemates start- 
ed checking in on Friday They had been 
stripped of their cell phones and were not al- 
lowed to leave their rooms which were also 
stripped of telephone and TV set. 

^| will miss my kids most," confessed 
Vasquez, who maintains a long distance rela- 
tionship with his sons who live with his moth- 
er in Iloilo. “I usually call them on the cell ev- 
ery night, and we say our prayers together, 
Now, Ican’t even do that.” 

Bovick admitted that she would miss her 
lover, actor Maceda. "Tl miss having sex, 
sure,” she said in Filipino. "But that's okay.” 

"Speak" host Gonzales said she wouldn't. 
miss boyfriend director Lino Cayetano as 
much as she would miss family. She also said. 
she would miss her cell phone. 

Marudo said he would miss going to the 
malls and being with his family and friends. “Td 
probably quit if it gets to me,” he confessed. 

For Barcelo, quitting was not an option. “I 
Joined the contest to win,” declared the 
singer, who also made it to the finals of a Hol- 
lywood talent search show. 

Her sense of adventure would keep Calina, 
ABS-CBN Cebu talk show host, in the show. 
"This is something new for me,” she said. “But 
Td miss my daughter Aira most.” 

Reeves was looking forward to the solace of 
being holed up in the PBB house. “ am also 
looking forward to the Pl-million cash that I 
might win,” she admitted. 

Pratts tried to get some much-needed sleep 
as soon as he entered his room at about 7 p.m. 
Friday. “I haven't slept since Monday,” he said. 

Pratts had to finish all his commitments 


Cardinal Vidal set to retire 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE COUNTRY’S ONLY ACTIVE CARDINAL 
and one of the Catholic Church’s most enig- 
matic leaders is set to retire tomorrow, 

Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, the Archbishop of 
Cebu, will reach his mandatory retirement 

; аве of 75. 
Ву tradition, he is expected to submit a let- 
ter to the Vatican informing Pope Benedict 
+ XVI of his retirement. 
But this doesn’t necessarily mean that Vidal 
-would have to immediately vacate his post. 
He would have to stay on until a replacement 
has been appointed. 

‘The late Jaime Cardinal Sin, for instance, 
left the Archdiocese of Manila only the year 
after he formally wrote then Pope John Paul II 
about his retirement. 

The Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) yesterday said it usually 
took the Vatican's Congregation for Bishops 
eight to nine months to choose a replace- 
ment. 

Vidal's retirement will leave the Philippines 
with no active cardinal, Jose Cardinal 
Sanchez is 86 and is currently based at the Ro- 
man Curia. 

‘The Catholic hierarchy is still awaiting the 


elevation of Sin's successor, Archbishop Gau- 
dencio Rosales, to the College of Cardinals. 

Tn the Philippines, the red hat is usually giv- 
ento the Archbishops of Manila and Cebu. 

Vidal would be leaving an important arch- 
diocese which is second only to the Metropoli- 
tan See of Manila in terms of jurisdiction, ac- 
cording to Archbishop Oscar Cruz, a Canon 
Law expert. 

Vidal has been Cebu's archbishop for more 
than 20 years. 

‘When Sin was still alive, Vidal, being the 
only other active cardinal, was often com- 
pared to the outspoken and charismatic Arch- 
bishop of Manila. 

The soft-spoken Vidal was also referred to 
as the “other” cardinal, apparently due to his 
supposed second-fiddle status to Sin in the 
Catholic hierarchy. 

Veteran Vatican watcher John Allen Jr, in 
his book “Conclave,” described Vidal as some- 
one "said to be modest, deeply spiritual, and 
very safe on doctrinal issues.” 

Vidal's character, he wrote, seemed to serve 
as a counter-balance to the more prominent 
status of Sin, a key player in the first Edsa up- 
rising that toppled the late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos and in the Edsa II which ousted for- 
mer President Joseph Estrada. 


first before entering the PBB house. 

Fashion designer and Store for All 
Seasons co-owner Dulce also lacked 
sleep. She had to stay up most of Fri- 
day night to finish hats a customer 
had ordered from her. 

Marabiles planned on reading a 
book on how to preserve indigenous 
culture, his own advocacy for Samar. 

"We have а rich tradition and 1 


——— 


MUN 


‘want to preserve that,” said the front 
man of the reggae band Jr. Kilat, 
whose song, “M-16,” was named 
Song of the Year in the 2005 NU Rock 
Awards. 

"They don'tknow it yet, but a tough 
life awaits celebrity housemates in- 
side Big Brother's house. 

According to Dyogi, the theme for 
the celebrity edition of PBB is back to 


basics, 

"We would be keeping everything 
down to the bare essentials,” he said. 
"That's why its tougher this time." 

Who will tough it out? 

We'll know in the next few weeks 
as the real life drama unfolds on tele- 
vision sets nationwide, every night 
until April on ABS-CBN's Channel 2 
and 23, and on cable TV. 
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Doctor recommended 
-Quick and safe relief for allergies 
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"'THE BUREAU ОР 
Customs will launch 
today the European 
Union-funded Trade 
Related Technical As- 
sistance program 
(TRTA), which aims 
to speed up the re- 
lease of shipments, 
assist exporters and 
impose the correct 
amount of taxes. 

‘The launch will co- 
incide with the bu- 
reau's 104th anniver- 
sary, 

The ТАТА pro- 
gram is funded by a 
3.5-million ешо 


esirable 
Again! 


Let Marie France help you look your absolute best 
for your loved one. We can trim off inches, 
smoothen lumps and bumps and re-shape your 
body back to its old glory. Rediscover your sexy 
side and rekindle the romance. 


grant, of which 1.5 
million euros will go 
to the ВОС5 trade 
facilitation 
ties. 
Itaims to assist au- 

thorities enhance the 
conditions for inter- 
national trade and 
investment and im- 
prove the access of 
Philippine products 
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activi- 


Be super sexy. You'll love it- so will he. 


ket, 4 
The other govern- 
ment agencies in- М 
volved іп the pro- ix 7 
VL 
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gram are the Depart- ! 4 | 5 
ment of Agriculture, , j 3 
the Department of c 4 i 
Trade and Industry i H 
andthe National Eco- 4 
nomic and Develop- 
ment Authority. 

Leila B. Salaverria 
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рә А! “Until now, we still don’t know how to bring. 

venue in Quezon City toclaimher body. her back to Kapayuran, Pigcawayan,” said De la 
Вис they were at a loss as to how to bring Мера daughter, Rosal Cabatian, who is staying 
Ir back to North Cotabato. in Bagbag, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


Ө HITACHI 


HITACHI MEDICAL CORPORATION 
MTACH HAGOROMO BLOG, 1 —2— 10, UCHHANOA, CHIYOOA XU TOKYO 1012067, SAPAN 
FAX.: 02094300, PHONE 0932069051 


CERTIFICATE 


This is to certify that as our appointed Sole Distributor of Hitachi medical/diagnostic 
equipment, НМЕХ CORPORATION is the ONLY authorized supplier of genuine 
Hitachi medical products, parts and consumables in the Philippines. 


We wish to further certify that no other company or service center is authorized by us 
to provide new and genuine parts, consumables, technical services and 
maintenance on all Hitachi installations (particulary for MRI System, CT-Scanner, X- 
Tay machine & Ultrasound Scanner) in the country except for Himex service 
engineers and technicians, unless otherwise confirmed in writing. 


Ultrasound, MRI, CT and X-ray Systems are constantly manufactured in different 
versions, hence no equipment can be assumed identical. Consequently, effective. 
service support requires constant factory assistance in terms of technical data for 
each equipment and versions. 


Please be informed likewise that Hitachi and Himex shall not be liable to provide 
technical services and maintenance support on Hitachi machines that are found to 
have previously serviced or handled by unauthorized engineers. We shall not be 
held responsible in any case of failure of equipment or any damages to any person 
or property as a result of failure or accidents due to misuse, malfunction and troubles 
arising from incompetence of the unauthorized service personnel. 


This certificate is issued to ensure the quality performance of our Hitachi equipment, 
the assurance of well-configured spare parts and consumables, and our guarantee 
of an outstanding after sales service. 


Done this 29" day of December 2005. 


Certified by: 


Hitachi Medical Systems (S) Pte Ltd 


funichi Nakahata (Мг) 


North Cotabato elderly dies 


"Ап ABS-CBN official promised to 
shoulder everything from hospital ex- 
penses to the funeral arrangements, but 
is not dear if transportation expenses 
are included," said Merlita de Juan, who 
had accompanied Dela Vega. 

Most of the 27 victims brought to 
Arlington lived in Metro Manila, pos- 
ing no problem in transporting them 
tothe site of their wake. 

Cabatian, a mother of three, said 
she did not know De la Vega was go- 
ing to Wowowee's anniversary. 

"Had 1 known, I wouldn't have al- 
lowed her. Iknew many people would 
be there, and it would be dangerous 
for someone her age," she said. 

“She was about to go home to Min- 
danao, hoping she could win some- 
thing,” De Juan said. 


Crush of people 

She recalled how the crush of peo- 
ple, who had all rushed to the gate 
when it was opened at 6 a.m., caused 
them to tumble to the floor, with 
those in the back toppling all over 
them. 

"It was a free forall. They kept push- 
ing until we fell over those in front of us. I 
was even pinching the feet of those who 
were stepping on ts,” De Juan said. 

"When it was all over, De Juan, who 
suffered minor bruises and scratches, 
found De la Vega dead in a crumpled 
heap on the floor. 

"To be fair to ABS-CBN, they paid 
all my hospital expenses and medical 
bills at Rizal Medical Center in Pasig,” 
De Juan said. 

41 can't really blame them because 
it was a tragedy. But my only com- 
plaint is that the management: should 
have prepared better security, or no 
one would have died,” she said. 

‘At Arlington’s waiting area, ABS- 
CBN staff and volunteers took care of 
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the injured and their families, bring- 
ing them food and drinks. 


Poor bore brunt 

Booths were also set up by Smart 
and Globe providing free calls for the 
victims’ families. 

Elizabeth Binas, a diabetic in her 
60s, was another of those who had 
lined up with thousands of other poor 
Filipinos—many waiting for days—to 
enter the arena. 

But jostling at the arena’s side gate 
turned tragic as the crowd rushed to 
obtain raffie tickets and seats, setting 
off the deadly stampede. 

Within minutes, Binas was dead, 
her body lying on a stadium road with 
other corpses among sandals, shoes, 
water jugs, umbrellas, torn clothes 
and a Bible. 

As in the past, the poor bore the 
brunt of the disaster. 

“We are poor people, that's why we 
went—to take our chances," said Su- 
san Lagare, who had lined up since 
Friday night with her daughter and 
two neighbors. 

Regretting she came, Lagare said: 
“Td rather now eat rice and salt than 
Jose my life.” 


Shock and disbelief 

‘Shocked relatives visited hospital 
morgues, checking corpses wrapped 
in white cloth in search of loved ones 
who hadn't returned home. 

Binas’ daughter, Arlyn, found her 
corpse beside her grieving sister and 
broke down. She slapped her sister 
across the face, shouting: “Why did 
you allow Mommy to go there?” She 
tugged in disbelief at her mother's 
body and wailed. 

Elmer Bolano found his mothers 
body on a morgue floor and wept. 
Hoping to revive her, he pressed his 
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with her dream 


hands repeatedly on her chest, but 
then gave up, weeping again. 

Bolano said he and his siblings 
tried to discourage their mother from 
going to the show with friends, but 
she insisted. 

“We were looking for good luck but 
we were met by tragedy instead,” said 
Neldren Catubig, a 30-year-old former 
waiter who had waited in line since Fri- 
day. He spoke at a hospital where he 
was being treated for leg injuries. 

Catubig said he and others wanted 
to get a raffle ticket and be among the 
first to get into the stadium. 


Survivors 

The huge crowd waiting by the 
side gate grew impatient and started 
to shove those in front, Catubig re- 
counted. A rope used to tie the gate 
shut snapped and a wave of people 
surged forward, stumbling over each 
other, their legs getting caught in the 
railings of steel barriers behind the 
gate, he said. 

Teresita “Tessie” de Ocampo, 68, a 
dressmaker, and eldest son Tomas, 
47, an occasional driver, were among 
four Wowowee followers who left 
their homes in Barangay Paciano, 
Calamba City, Friday afternoon for 
the PhilSports Arena. 

They thought they could earn some 
money to repair their dilapidated 
house by the river. 

Mother and son, and two other 
unidentified companions, мете 
among those lucky enough to get tick- 
ets for entry to the noontime show. 
They were also among those spared 
from being killed by the stampede 
that ensued even before the show was 
to deliver on its promise of luck to its 
aficionados. With reports from Ro- 
mulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau, and AP 
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text message: "() will just make the an- 

nouncementas and when they are made.” 
‘The previous day, Malacafiang announced 

the appointment of Reyes as environment sec- 

retary, Dr. Estrella Cabral as social welfare 


secretary, Michael Defensor as presidential 
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chief of staff, and Edgardo Pam- 
intuan as chair of the Subic-Clark 
Development Area Council. 

Defensor vacated the РЕМА. 

Reyes was initially offered the 
post of ambassador to the United 
States, but he reportedly turned it 
down. 

Through a spokesperson, Puno 
thanked the President for the ap- 
pointment. 

It was only the other day that 
people close to the President had 
told him he was going to be ар- 
pointed to the top DILG post, 
Puno said. 

Last month, he told reporters 
in Malacafiang when he attended 
the Council of State meeting that 
reports of his appointment to the 
DILG were just rumors and that 
he preferred to stay in the House. 


Handcuffs deal 

Puno said he would first consult 
with various agencies under the 
department before submitting an 
action plan to the President. He 
headed the DILG for two years un- 
112001 when Joseph Estrada was 
ousted from Malacafiang. 

During his stint as head of the 
DILG during the Estrada adminis- 
tration, Puno was linked to three 
anomalous deals—the Motorola, 
Mahogany and handcuffs deals. 

The P200-million Motorola 
deal allegedly involved the 
awarding of the contract for 
phases 4 and 5 of the communica- 
tion project to his relatives. 

The P16-million handcuffs 
deal involved the alleged over- 
price of 41,297 pairs of hand- 
cuffs, while the P7.2-million Ma- 
hogany deal was in connection 
with the awarding of the exclu- 
sive right to conduct drug testing 
оп police officers to Mahogany 
Medical and Pharmaceutical. 

In a phone interview, Andaya 
expressed surprise over his ap- 
pointment, saying he did not ex- 
pect the announcement yesterday. 

Не acknowledged though that 
Ms Arroyo had asked him a few 
months ago whether he was inter- 
ested in becoming the DBM chief. 

Andaya said he told the President 
he was willing to join her Cabinet. 
But he said he would need a week to 
wrap up things in the House before 
moving to his new post. 


| Temporary 


This Wednesday, Andaya is 
scheduled to sponsor on the floor 
the proposed and much-delayed 
P1.05-trllion national budget for 


2006. 

For his part, Neri said his re- 
tum to Neda was something he 
had agreed with the President. 

He said in a phone interview 
that he only agreed to take the 
'DBM post as a temporary position, 
after former Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin resigned with 
other members of the so-called 
“Hyatt 10" in July last year. 


Consolidate 

‘The Hyatt 10 resigned en 
masse amid allegations that Ms 
Arroyo cheated in the last presi- 
dential election. The group also 
asked Ms Arroyo to step down. 

Тһе appointments are part of 
the President's efforts to consoli- 
date her official family after the 
resignation of the Hyatt 10. 

In September last year, adminis- 
tration members of the House de- 
feated an impeachment complaint 
against Ms Arroyo in connection 
with her alleged rigging of the polls 
and other charges. The opposition 
is expected to file another im- 
peachment complaint this year 

Three House leaders supported 
the transfer of Reyes to the DENR, 
saying he was the right man for stop- 
ping illegal logging and mining in 
the country and for providing ample. 
protection to he environment. 

Representatives Jesli Lapus, 
Edwin Uy and Joel Mayo Almario 
said Reyes’ proven leadership in 
the anticrime drive would boost. 
the DENR campaign against envi- 
ronmental destruction. 

‘The lawmakers also lauded the 
appointment of Cabral, а cardiol- 
ogist, to the the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development. 

*Cabral's experience as former 
Philippine Heart Center director al- 
so gives her an edge in dealing 
with government bureaucracy and 
ensuring public health system bet- 
ter utilized for social welfare role,” 
said Lapus, chair of the House 
committee on ways and means. 

"The changes in the Cabinet, how- 
ever, signals another reorganization 
inthe House of Representatives. 

As part of the midterm-sharing 
agreement struck at the begin- 
ning of the 13th Congress in July 
2004, Ms Arroyo's economic ad- 
viser, Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, 
will replace Andaya. 

Rep. Herminio Teves is sup- 
posed to assume Lapus’ post, and 
Rep. Robert Ace Barbers, the post 
of Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales. With a report from 
Michael Lim Ubac 


Correction 


IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, a photo caption on Page A19 misstated ће 
place where people on Friday formed long queues outside for free 
tickets to the first anniversary presentation of the popular noontime 
show, “Wowowee.” The complete name of the venue is Philippine 
‘Sports Commission-Philippine National Institute of Sports complex 
(formerly Ultra), not the Philippine Sports Commission. 
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the DENR saying “instead of protecting the F e y in the Male Great Body contest. 
environment and the people, they protect the |) 4 x = 
mining company.” 
‘The DENR earlier declared that the mercury 
found around Rapu-Rapu could have come 
from active volcanoes like Mayon Volcano, and 
the natural evaporation of bodies of water. 


Bastes said the DENR's statement tends to 
undermine the task of the probe body which 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has formed. b 

"The probe body wil look into every aspect of 7 nons AT 9%. 
Lafayette's operation, including the chemical con- 258473. 
tamination, ће stressed. Bobby Labalan and Шы шм ЕУ 
Delfin T Mallari Је PDI Southern Luzon Bureau T 


THe DAILY 
GOSPEL 


‘Monday, February 6, 2006 
5th Week in Ordinary Time 

Pedro Bautista, Paul Miki & Companions 
1st Reading: 1K8:1-7, 9-13 
Gospel: Mark 6:53-56 pasiono UTRAPERL |. 7 НОР MASQUE 

Having crossed the Jake, Jesus and his disci "T Far ені ата and ch 
ples came ashore at Gennesaret where they tied 
up the boat, As soon as they landed, people rec- 
ognized Jesus and ran to spread the news 
‘throughout the countryside. Wherever he was - 
they brought to him the sick lying on their mats. т 3 
And wherever he went, to villages, towns or ^ f = E Lem 0 
farms, they laid the sick in the marketplace and { ~ 
begged him to let them touch just the fringe of E М 5 л: 
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tire community, bringing the ark of th ПМЕЗОТНЕВАРУ 92AQUAMID *NUTRACELL FACE 
DA e ene ж. WRESTYLANE LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
of the sanctuary. A cloud fills the temple and SPERLANE SWART REMOVAL 5FACIAL 


God dwells with his people. Where does our hu o FU L L PROGR AMMES. 


God dwell now among us? =: 


к о | КЕСЕ SKIN HOTLINE 6873533 MORILE 09] SLINMERS рет) 


al ter to be abie uch иа ie of his BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
footjorour ба among the por the sick he CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
hungry, the dispossessed, on the roadways? CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-3254 PASIG Lorle/Dino 681-5333 


t NS Пелин tas NA wwww.slmmersworld.com.ph GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

og gain Асато pe Monn c. | | Inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 

ПЕ 122254 MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 

10 Quron wu | о 

шеді Санат бакалара р Ите: | | Б CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750582109183912510, BINONDO 2420728109178224599, CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 
Ы = MALATE 525389 09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753_РА5АҮ RD. 8873530/09156093088_PASIG 6473814/09275341314 


To Australia, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, So h Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and USA, ` 


*Calls from Globelines landline or payphone using Globe | prepaid cord. М call rates are VAT-Inclusive 


Я 


Е 


vus 


XV К 


ex 


E 


PTT TT 


СЕТЕЙ 


VE 


TEAMW 


ORK 


є 


AND HARD WORK 
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Cue NATIONAL GAMES 2006 


Region | Hosts 


llocos Norte - locos Sur - La Union - Pangasinan | - Pangasinan | - Dagupan City - San Carlos City 


ATHLETIC PARADE 


“айша; 


в 


Monday, 


8:00 a.m. 
Capitol Grounds 


Lingayen, Pangasinan 


10:00 a.m. 


February 6, 2006 


Grandstand, Narciso Ramos Sports and Civic Center 
Lingayen, Pangasinan 


' February 5-11 


Because we Filipinos enjoy sports, it has, time and time 
again, served as a unifying factor for our people as when all 
of us cheered for our champion Manny Pacquiao. It is there- 
fore undeniable that the tradition of sports nurtured by or- 
ganizations such as the PRISAA is a practice that all of us 
must not only enjoy, but more over, support as it is the 
breeding ground of future champions for our nation. | 


НЕ. GLORIA М. MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President 
Republic of the Philippines 


As the largest CHED-accredited nationwide sports associa- 
tion in the Philippines, PRISAA is very thankful to the 400 
active member-universities and colleges across the 16 re- 
gions for their continuing cooperation and confidence in us. 
Appreciation is also due to our sponsors for their unwaver- 
ing support to our cause. This years national games would | 
not have also been possible without the hospitality of Dagu- 
pan City's government and the able leadership of PRISAA 
Region. 


Dr. EMMANUEL Y. ANGELES 
National Chairman, PRISAA 


| The PRISAA National Games has finally found its way to 
Pangasinan in the spirit of fostering friendship among all 
private schools across the nation and in the spirit and hope 
of discovering the next generation of athletes who shall 

| bring home greater pride for us Filipinos in the sphere of 
international sports, 


уалы 


We invite you all to come, see and ENJOY the games! 


GONZALO T. DUQUE, 1.18. Ed.D. 
National President, PRISAA 


fee rer 


On behalf of the House of Representatives, | convey my 
support to the PRISAA, its athletes and officials alike and 
urge all 19 regional delegations to exert every effort pos- 
sible to reach its objectives. The PRISAA has vast and 
youthful potentials: some 4,000 athletes, coaches and team 
officials іп the Games. Given its tradition, | am sure that 
PRISAA has richly given its share to national sports de- 
velopment. 


Hon. JOSE C. DE VENECIA 
‘Speaker, House of Representatives 
Representative, 4th District 


Congratulations to the officers and organizers of PRISAA 
Region |. | am sure that you shall promote not only physical 
excellence but also self-discipline, sportsmanship, goodwill 
and brotherhood among the participants. 


With the holding of the PRISAA National Games here п | 
Pangasinan, we hope to discover new heroes in the field of 
sports who would be at par with our competitors in interna- 
tional sports. р 


Hon. VICTOR Е. AGBAYANI 
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Hon. Arthur F. Celeste. 
Representative, 1st District 


Hon. Amado T. Espino, Jr. 
Representative, 2nd District 


Hon. Generoso DC Tulagan 
Representative, 3rd District 


Hon. Mark Cojuangco 


Representative, 5th District 


Hon. Conrado Estrella 
Representative, Sth District 


Dr. Evelyr 


Director IV, CHED RÓT 
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Dr. Vilma L. Labrador, CESO ti 
Regional Director 


ті. Pascua, CESO № 


Hon. Benjamin S. Lim 
Mayor, Dagupan City 


Hon. Julian Resuello 
Mayor, San Carios City 


PRISAA NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS 


Mr. Victor V. Perez 
PRISAA President, Region 2 
President, Cagayan Colleges 


Fr. Emil P, Jaruda, Jr. 

PRISAA President, Region 6 
VP for External Affairs. 
University of Negros Occidental- 
Recolletos 

Mr. Pedro B. San Jose 

PRISAA President, Region 11 
Executive Vice President 
University of Mindanao 


Fr. Emmanuel A. Sison, OMI 
PRISAA President, ARMM 
President, Notre Dame of 
Jolo College 


Rev. Fr. Daniel О. Presto 
PRISAA President, Region 3 
President, Columbian College 


Rev. Fr. Vicente Uy 
PRISAA President, Region 7 
President, University of San Carlos 


Fr. J. Colin Bagaforo, DCC 

PRISAA President, Region 12 
President, Nortre Dame of Tacurong 
College 


Mr. Leopldo A. Lay, Sr. 
PRISAA President, 
Director of Student Services 
Notre Dame of Jolo College 


PRISAA 2006 MAJOR SPONSORS 


BITSTOP 
City Government of Dagupan 
Congressman Conrado Estrella 
Congressman Generoso Tulagan 
* Congressman Mark Cojuangco 
DIGITEL 


ге 


Dr. Francisco T. Duque Ш 
Dr. James Dy 

Dr. Salvador Т. Duque 
барма Review Center 
Governor Victor Agbayani 
Landbank of the Philippines 


Hon. Hernani A. Braganza 
Mayor, Alaminos City 


Mayor, Urdaneta City 


Ms. Fe. R. Medina 

PRISAA President, Region 4-A 
VP, Student Services / Registrar 
Lyceum of Batangas 

Dr. Edward Y. Chua 

PRISAA President, Region 8 
Executive Vice President 

Asian development Foundation 


Mr. Dean James M. Malaya 
Convenor/Acting Chairman 
President, Cordillera College 


Dr. Hercules В. Chanjueco ^ 
PRISAA President, CARAGA 
President, Agusan Colleges 


LNU Student Council 
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Encyclical reexamines 
role of state, Church 


From page Al 


ing signaled by the encyclical concerning the 
relationship between the Church and State. 

The bishops’ statement noted the encycli- 
cal’s citation of St. Augustine’s observation 
that^a State which is not governed accord- 
ing to justice would be just a bunch of 
thieves.” 

The bishops developed their critique of the 
‘Arroyo administration on the basis of this par- 
ticular citation by the encyclical. 

‘The papal encyclical, addressed to “men 
and women religious and all the lay faithful," 
begins with a reference to love as "one of the 
most frequently used and misused of words" 
and sought to distinguish “eros,” or erotic 
love, from “agape,” or spiritual love. 

But it is the second part of the encycli- 
cal—"The Practice of Love by the Church as a. 
Community of Love'—that should concern 
Filipino bishops who are confused about their 
role in politics. 

"This article focuses on the second part of 
the encyclical without downgrading the im- 
portance of the first part. 


Astonishing 

Vatican observers have found the em- 
phasis of the encyclical on love “unexpect- 
ed and even astonishing.” Rocco Palmo, a 
Vatican-based commentator, writes about 
the “surprising message” behind “God is 
Love.” 

‘According to the commentary, the encycli- 
cal “may raise eyebrows among liberal and 
conservatives alike. Joseph Ratzinger was 
never going to be the Pope of conventional 
wisdom. His April election as Pope Benedict 
XVI was greeted with shock, suspicion and 
(occasionally) downright revulsion among 
both Catholics and non-Catholics. 

“Many observers were puzzled at the 
choice of Ratzinger, who for years was 
Catholicism’s ‘bad сор in defending contro- 
versial Church teachings. But the reserved 
successor to John Paul IT is a man of many sur- 
prises. The former doctrinal enforcer has just 
released his first major papal document and 
instead of being a harsh condemnation, the 
encyclical is an uplifting treatise on love's 
place at the center of Christian and Catholic 
life.” 

‘An insightful comment comes from the edi- 
torial of "The Press" in Christchurch, New 
Zealand: “There is little sign of God's rottweil- 
ег in Pope Benedict ХУГ first encyclical, а 
surprising insightful and sensitive treatise on 
the nature of love that has caused many to re- 
think their opinion of the new Pontifi." 

Der Spiegel, the influential Germany news- 
magazine, writes of the encyclical: "Some had 
expected a treatise on the dangers of moral 
relativism. Others thought the new Pontiff's 
first encyclical would focus on the pitfalls of 
the modern world. But love? Pope Benedict 
XVI tells all 

“Irs dozens of pages long, reminiscent of a 
university thesis and complete with refer- 
ences to Nietzsche and Marx. But the docu- 
ment, clear, easy to understand and powerful, 
is Pope Benedict XVI's first encyclical. 

"It is entitled, ‘Deus Caritas Est’ (God is 
Love). In a world where the name of God is 
sometimes associated with vengeance or even 
a duty of hatred and violence, this message is 
both timely and significant. Its the docu- 
ment's only reference to Islamism and terror- 
ism, The rest is about love, love, and more 
lov 


More about detail 

Der Spiegel notes that the former Cardi 
nal Ratzinger could have written about the 
dangers of globalization, about genetic en 
gineering, about Darwinism or about his 
"dictatorship of relativism, (but) this Pope 
cares more about detail than about publici 
ty. He is more concerned with establishing 
truth than he is about creating spectacles 
Benedict XVI would rather write about 
love.” 

On charity and the Church, according to 
Der Spiegel, the function of the Church is 
charitable activity—caritas. It points ош 
that “ministry is the Church's core compe- 
tency.” 

It cites the encyclical: “In today's complex 
situation, not least because of the growth of 
globalized economy, the Church's social doc- 
trine has become a set of fundamental guide- 
lines." 

The encyclical further says the Church 
"cannot and must not take upon itself the po- 
litical battle,” rather it must constantly be а 
reminder to the state of justice—"both the 
aim and the intrinsic criterion of all politics." 

In what seems to be a rebuke to Ma 
style economy, the encyclical says: “We do not 
need a state which regulates and controls ev- 
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erything, but a state which, in accordance 
with the principle of subsidiarity, generously 
acknowledges and supports initiatives arising 
from the different social forces and combines 
‘spontaneity with closeness to those in need.” 
Rejecting Marxist criticism that argues that 
Catholic charity is nothing more than “alms 
giving" that subverts the pursuit of justice, the 
Pope wrote that the Church would always be 
compelled to practice charity, “especially in a 
world that is shrinking but where poverty is 
growing. Itis work that must be independent 
of ideology and refrain from proselytizing.” 
The encyclical says: “The Church cannot 
and must not take upon herself the political 
battle to bring about the most just society pos- 
sible, She cannot and must not replace the 
state. Yet, at the same time, she cannot and 
must not remain on the sidelines in the fight 
for justice." (To be continued) 
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Te WORLD 
Iran still defiant after vote 


TEHRAN—DEFIANT IRAN VOWED TO END SNAP UN NUCLEAR 
checks on Sunday, a day after the UN atomic watchdog voted to re- 
port the Islamic Republic to the Security Council over concerns 


about its nuclear program. 
Ramping up the rhetoric against Tehran, US 
resident George W. Bush and Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice said the vote sent a 
"clear message" to Iran. 
"This important step sends a clear message. 
to the regime in Iran that the world will not 
-permit the Iranian regime to gain nuclear 
Süreapons," Bush said. 
Ў: But Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine- 
Sjád retorted such pressure could do nothing to 
Fäeflect the world's fourth biggest ой producer 
Som nuclear power, which Tehran insists it 
needs for electricity, not for weapons. 
{5 "Our enemies cannot do a damn thing. We 
So not need you at all. But you are in need of 
She Iranian nation," he said. 
Е Iran has warned that any sanctions against it 
{Gould send oil prices beyond a level industrial- 


БАРАСА, EGYPT—SURVIVORS OF THE RED 
{ Sea ferry disaster said on Saturday the Egyptian 
Séaptain had fled his burning ship by lifeboat and 
abandoned them to their fate, as hopes faded of 
‘finding some 800 missing people. 
2$. Some passengers, plucked alive from the sea 
Хог from boats after the ferry caught fire and sank 
eariy on Friday, said crew members had told 
ет not to worry about the blaze below deck 
"lind even ordered them to take off lifejackets. 
„у An offical at eLSalam Maritime Transport 
‘Company, which owned the Al Salam 98, said 
“he captain, named as Sayyed Omar, was still un- 
accounted for. The company would issue a writ- 
деп statement on the disaster later on Saturday, 
headded. 

Rescue workers have recovered 195 bodies 
from the Red Sea and saved 400 people, but 
about 800 more, most of them Egyptian workers 
returning from Saudi Arabia, are missing. 

The director of the Red Sea Ports Authority 
Maj. Gen. Mahfouz Taha, said 378 survivors had 
come ashore on the Egyptian side. The Saudi au- 


ized economies could manage. 

‘The International Atomic Energy Agency 
voted on Saturday to report Iran to the Security 
Council. But the top UN body will take no ac- 
tion, including possibly imposing sanctions, 
‘until an IAEA report on Iran is delivered in 
March. 

The only way Tehran could avoid Security 
Council action, US ambassador to the IAEA 
Gregory Schulte said, was to halt nuclear fuel 
enrichment and continue letting IAEA inspec- 
tors to conduct snap checks of Iranian nuclear 
sites. 

But instead of giving in to the latest rebuke 
from the West, Iran said it would no longer 
abide by the so-called Additional Protocol it 
signed in 2003 under pressure from the West 
allowing for snap inspections. 


thorities said they had picked up 22. 

Survivors said a fire broke out below deck 
shortly after the 35-year-old vessel left the Saudi 
port of Duba on Thursday evening with 1,272 
passengers and a crew of about 100. 

The ship began to list but the crew continued 
to sail out into the Red Sea rather than tum back 
to the Saudi port, they told reporters in the Egyp- 
Чап port of Safaga, where the ferry should have 
landed early on Friday. 

Egyptian survivor Shahata Ali said the passen- 
gers had told the captain about the fire but he 
told them not to worry. 

“We were wearing lifejackets but they told us 
there was nothing wrong, told us to take them 
off and they took away the lifejackets. Then the 
boat started to sink and the captain took a boat 
and left” he added, speaking to Reuters Televi- 
sion. 

"The captain was the first to leave and we 
were surprised to see the boat sinking,” added 
Khaled Hassan, another survivor. 

Other survivors told similar stories. Reuters 


to report it to UN Council 


Iran signed the protocol to the Non-Prolifer- 
ation Treaty after saying it had carried out se- 
cret atomic work for 18 years. 

Germany, France and Britain, the “EUS,” 
tiated the IAEA resolution to report Iran but 
conerete Security Council action is likely to 
come slowly ifat all. 

There are stubborn divisions among its five 
permanent members—themselves nuclear 
‘powers—over possible sanctions against Iran. 

Beijing and Moscow, keen to preserve energy 
trade with Iran, oppose moves towards puni- 
tive sanctions, raising the risk of the Iranian nu- 
dear issue stalling in the Security Council. 

The United States, Britain and France com- 
plete the five. 

Tran also has plans to resume full-scale ша- 
nium enrichment in response to being sent to 
the UN Security Council. But the timing of this 
move remains uncertain. 

“This is a technical issue, we will announce it 
when the time comes, foreign ministry 
spokesperson Hamid Reza Asefi told a news 
conference in Tehran on Sunday., Reuters 


Bush spying finds 
few suspects—Post 


WASHINGTON—NEARLY ALL OF THE THOU- 
sands of Americans subjected to а domestic 
surveillance program authorized by President 
George W Bush have been dismissed as potential 
suspects, the Washington Post said on Sunday. 

The Bush administration says the surveil- 
lance, conducted by the National Security 
‘Agency without a warrant, helps defend the 
United States against terror attacks. Critics 
say it violates the rights of Americans by 
‘eavesdropping on telephone conversations. 

According to the newspaper, intelligence 
officers heard nothing suspicious in the calls 
and saw no reason to suspect most of the peo- 
ple of improper activity, according to current 
and former government officials and sources 
in the private sector familiar with the technol- 
ogy being used. 

Each year, fewer than 10 US citizens or resi- 
dents spark enough interest during the survel- 
lance to cause monitoring of domestic phone calls 

aswell according toan 
authoritative account, 
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the newspaper said. 

Two sources said 
thousands of people 
in the past four years 
have had their tele- 
phone conversation 
recorded or e-mails 
read by intelligence. 
analysts. — Reuters 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


WASHINGTON—BETTY 
Friedan, whose 1963 book “The 
Feminine Mystique” helped in- 
spire the modern feminist move- 
ment and who co-founded the 
National Organization for Wom- 
en, died on Saturday on her 85th 
birthday, a relative said. 

Friedan died at her home in 
Washington of congestive heart 
failure, just before 3 pam., her 
cousin Emily Bazelon said. 

“For Betty, feminism was ап 
aspect of humanism. And one of 
her sons said this morning that 
she demonstrated that sheer in- 
telligence could trump lack of 
intelligence,” Bazelon said. 

“Betty Friedan was a giant for 
women's rights,” said former 
National Organization for Wom- 
en president Eleanor Smeal, 
now head of the Feminist Major- 
ity Foundation. 

“She faced ridicule, scom, 
anger, and personal denigration, 
but she never faltered in her ad- 
vocacy for fundamental changes 
to improve the lives of women,” 
‘Smeal said in a statement. 

Friedan was born Bettye Nao- 
ті Goldstein in Peoria, Illinois, 
and attended Smith College, a 
leading women’s college in Mas- 


FRIEDANin May 7, 2000 photo. 
US feminist pioneer 
Betty Friedan dies 


sachusetts, where she edited a 
campus paper and graduated 
with honors in 1942. She at- 
tended the University of Califor- 
nia, Berkeley for a year before 
working as a journalist. In 1947, 
she married Carl Friedan, a mar- 
riage that lasted 20 years and 
produced three children. 

“The Feminine Mystique” 
emerged from an article about a 
survey she conducted of fellow 
graduates at Smith and focused 
‘on the restrictions on women of 
the role of full-time homemaker. ` 
It became a bestseller and | 
helped invigorate the women's || 
movement and US feminism. 

Friedan co-founded the Na- 
tional Organization for Women, 
ог NOW, with Pauli Murray, the 
first African-American female 
Episcopal priest and served as 
the women's advocacy group's 
first president from 1966 to 
1970. 

She also helped found Naral, 
originally the National Associa- 
tion for the Repeal of Abortion 
Laws. 

Current NOW President Kim 
Gandy said Friedan's “Feminine 
Mystique" book "opened wom- 
en's eyes. Reuters 
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BANGKOK—THAI PRIME MINIS- 
ter Thaksin Shinawatra urged his 
supporters to ignore “stupid” 
protesters Sunday, even as his ri- 
vals declared their mass antigov- 
ernment rally a victory and vowed 
to stage new demonstrations. 

“These are just a few stupid peo- 
ple. Lets ignore them," Thaksin said 
of the protesters as he visited his 
hometown in northern Thailand. 

"am not stupid. I will work to 
the best of my ability to make 
"Thai people happy,” he said. 

But Thaksin's rivals declared 
their marathon 18-hour weekend 
rally a victory having drawn 
50,000 people at its night-time 
peak to demand Thaksin's resig- 
nation over alleged corruption. 

"This is just the beginning,” 
media mogul Sondhi 
Limthongkul, Thaksin's leading 
critic, told thousands as the 
protest ended early Sunday. 


"This is a victory, because we 
managed to deliver our petition" 
to the King’s official representa- 
tive and to Army Commander 
Gen. Sonthi Boonyaratglin, a 
hoarse and weary Sondhi said. 

"The 58-year-old said he would 
organize another rally next Satur- 
day "to close Thaksin's account.” 
Protesters have accused Thaksin 
of using his political power to 
boost his business dealings. 

The protest marked one of 
Thaksin's greatest challenges 
since he took office five years ago 
and reflected public anger at his 
family's sale of Shin Corp.—the 
telecom giant founded by the pre- 
mier—to Singapore's state- 
owned investment firm Temasek. 

His family managed to avoid 
paying tax on the $1.9 billion 
earned from the sale, sparking a 
public outery and an investiga- 
tion by regulators. 
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Тре МУ ORLD A 
Thaksin rejects quit calls, says protesters ‘stupid 


Theanti-Thalsin camp was boosted by the resig- 

mation of Technology Minister Sora-at Künpratum, 

who announced he was stepping down Saturday. 
The surprise move came one day after ће 


culture minister suddenly quit, saying she 
wanted to maintain “political ethics.” Both 
belong to the same faction within Thaksin's 
"Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love Thais) party. AFP 
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Media and the market 


O= THE WEEKEND, SOME 80 JOURNALISTS 


from different parts of the country met in Clark to 

discuss the current practice of journalism. In par- 
ticular, the participants in the third Media Nation summit 
dwelt on the relationship between the media and the 
market. 

That relationship can best be described as uneasy. 

The conference comes at a time when 

EDITORIAL the practice of journalism is under great 

3 stress. The killing of Filipino journalists 
continues, making the Philippines the second most dan- 
gerous country for journalists in the world (next only to 
war-torn Iraq). The forces of technology and convergence 
continue to place great pressure on the traditional media, 
transforming audiences (in some cases, even driving 
them away), or reinventing the relationship between the 
journalist and the public. The ascendancy of entertain- 
ment as the principal content of journalism continues 
without letup, forcing media organizations to devote less 
aittime or smaller news holes to hard news, or, worse, 
lending even greater momentum to the noxious “celebri- 
figation” of information. Not least, the conference comes 
ata time when the very notions of truth and accountabili- 

in public life are under attack or simply considered ir- 
Félevant. 
"hese changes in’ thé inedia industry can be summed 
up in terms of two tendencies: the Yahoo! approach, 

hich seeks to reimagine the ways in which people use 
information, or the Google effect, which seeks to tran- 
scend media precisely by doing away with the function of 
mediation (Google News aggregates news stories with- 
out the help of editors but only through the use of algo- 
rithms). 

‘These epochal changes are mirrored in the changes 
sweeping the market. Tectonic shifts continue to reshape 
the landscape of advertising, which remains the main 
source of revenue for media organizations around the 
World. For instance, the looming consolidation world- 
wide of the media buying function means that the power 
ahd responsibility for investing advertising budgets are 
shifting to a new and much smaller elite. At the same 
time, consumers have become much more savvy about 
their choices; Filipino media users, for example, now ex- 
ресе much higher production values from the TV shows 
they watch, or shorter and thus more tightly edited sto- 
ries from the newspapers they read. 

“In part because of these changes, the relationship be- 
tlieen the media and the market is uneasy. To a greater 
dégree than before, there is no such thing as a sure 
thing. 

‘An advertising innovation started in one part of the 
Wörld quickly becomes the standard in another—but fails 
ina third. A hit reality program in Europe becomes a hit 
reality show in the Philippines—butis a failure in another 
country, Because the old certainties are no longer there, 
ilie market places greater pressure on the media to pro- 
ісе advertising-friendly content and to deliver the audi- 
ences the market needs. (Hence the ascendancy of enter- 
táinment.) 

“The unease is not personal; that is to say, journalists 

ärid advertisers can get along, and often do, famously. 
More and more journalists also realize that, in this day 
and age, a healthy bottom line is the best guarantee of a 
Ёсе press. 
But the prominence of the entertainment paradigm 
does fill a journalists heart with anxiety; if this is the 
shape of the future, it is a future where the value of truth 
is trumped by the (admittedly important and necessary) 
пред to be entertained; a future where the standard of 
news is diluted by the practice of writing or airing “fea- 
tures”; a future where hard and hard-hitting news may be 
routinely shelved, for fear of offending advertisers. 

“Let us be clear: More and more media organizations re- 
alize the need for the discipline of the market. More and 
more media organizations now use focus groups and 
ébmmission audience surveys. More and more media or- 
ganizations now think in terms of core competencies and 
strategic intent. 

Still, journalism remains not only a business, but also 
and primarily a public service. (This is precisely why it en- 
вуз constitutional protection.) The relationship between 
the media and the market, therefore, should be de- 
scribed as uneasy, It should ever be so. 
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Stampede shows how desperately poor Pinoys аге 


‘THE STAMPEDE AT ULTRA, WHERE AT LEAST 
74 people died and about 400 others were in- 
jured should be an eye-opener for our govern- 
ment officials, especially the President. Iis an 
indication of the extent of poverty in our coun- 
try The poor people who flocked to Ultra went 
there hoping to win a small part of the P1.6 
million in cash—not to mention the house and 
lot, and the car—reportedly set aside to be raf- 
fled off during the anniversary show of 
“Wowowee,” ABS-CBN's noontime program. 

To the poverty-stricken, such tempting 
prizes are worth dying for. To many of them, 
the program is the only way to get hold of some 
money that, perhaps, could finally set them 
free from the clutches of poverty. 

"The horde of poor people started arriving at 
Ultra, packing its grounds, on Monday. Some 
of them came from faraway provinces and had 
money only for one-way fare. They thought 
they could pay their way back home with what. 
they would win in the raffle. That was how 
confident, or hopeful, they were. 

‘Many of our officials only pay lip service to 
poverty eradication. They don’t really do 
something meaningful to achieve that. Others 
don't believe that poverty is that serious. Now 
they should know better, 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has made a 
show of visiting the victims in the hospitals and 
expressing her condolences, She has ordered 
an investigation and there would surely be 
some scapegoats afterwards, But those are not 
‘enough. She has to do something drastic to 
ease poverty so that people don't have to die in 
search of some relief, After all, as some critics 
say, poverty got this bad during her adminis- 
tration. If we can be honest about it, the blame 
falls on the policymakers and economic plan- 
ners in Malacafiang who have let the people go 
this desperately poor 

1. the desperately poor people of the Philip- 
pines were not so appallingly numerous, not 
that many would have flocked to Ultra hoping 
to win some money. And they wouldn't have 
stampeded in the race to get in and get tickets 
for the raffle, And nobody would have died. 

Perhaps, the mass deaths should shock the 


IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN A SCENE STRAIGHT 
from a war, a killer earthquake, or a landslide 
in a far-flung corner of the country. Men and 
women wailing and sending their lamenta- 
tions to the heavens. The stench of death hov- 
ering over litter and debris. The casualty rate 
staggeringly high, and counting, But it wasn't a 
маг or an earthquake or a landslide. And it 
wasn't in a place God forgot and was remem- 
bered by media only because of the pain and 
anguish that now emanated from it. 

Tewas the disaster at Ultra last Saturday Like 
many Filipinos, | woke up with a jolt last Satur- 
day morning from TV sets blaring in the neigh- 
borhood, delivering the shocking news that 60 
people—at the time I heard it; the number 
would climb steadily as the hours went by—had 
died from a stampede. A throng had jostled and 
pushed, eventually sparking a riot that claimed 
the lives of that many people, most of them 
women and children. People would later tear- 
fully recount how their children were torn off 
from their grasp by the sheer force of the melee, 
I will not go into the more gruesome details as 
ТУ was full of them last Saturday. Many issued 
calls to their loved ones, promising to wait at 
the gate for them till they came. Your mind 
reeled at the thought they might be addressing 
kids that would never come back to them. That 
they would never see again. 

Most of those who had gone there and who 
now issued those tearful calls had one thing in 
common. They were poor. Their faces bore years 
of toil and frustration, arduous work and tenu- 
‘ous hope, They came from as far as Cavite and 
Calamba, Bulacan and Pampanga. Some came 
farther, from the Visayas. All had gone there in 
anticipation of coming home with some cash. 
‘The show had been showering its audience with 
money, and money was the one thing they need- 
ed badly And it was the show's anniversary, 
promising boundless bounties for those who 
would be lucky enough to get them, Who 
knows? Maybe they would be lucky that day. 

They were not. You did not know who was 
the more unlucky, those who were trodden un- 
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administration into doing something meaning- 
ful. Distributing free noodles to the poor while 
cameras click away, delivering speeches, shak- 
ing hands and promising billions of pesos for 
food handouts со try to regain some popularity, 
are not what we mean by "something mean- 
ingful.” 

"The people need jobs, not handouts. They 
prefer tö о бог theif food. So give them 
jobs, not handouts,-and-they would be more 
grateful.. Handouts fill hungry stomachs tem- 
porarily, but théy sirip people of their self-re- 
spect. Handouts ittzddiocé people to a culture 
of méndicaiicy, 1m time, people would get so 
used to them, they would rather beg than work 
foraliving. 

But alas, this administration knows only one 
policy: bribery. tis spending many bilions of 
pesos to bribe the military the police, govern- 
ment employees, local government officials, 
congressmen, the poor—anybody who can 
help the President stay in Malacafiang where 
she shouldn't be, None or very little is set aside 
to generate jobs. 

The value added tax is a good example of 
this administration's topsy-turvy policies. 
Other countries also impose VAT, but most of 
them (e.g., Canada) don't impose VAT on food 
and medicine because they are basic necessi- 
ties—for the health and life of the people. 

"The Philippines exempts some agricultur- 
al products in their raw form. The moment 
they are processed or cooked, they are "Vat- 
able." But the people cannot eat these prod- 
ucts raw. 

Despite the fact that medicine is already 
very expensive in the Philippines—often be- 
yond the reach of the poor—it is covered by 
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derfoot or those who lived to see the lifeless 
bodies oftheir children. 

Thave an idea of the horror of the event. In 
2000, my boy, who was 12 years old at the 
time, and 1 went to Naga to attend the centen- 
nial celebrations of the Pefiafrancia fiesta. It 
drew a record attendance of devotees, the en- 
tire centro packed with sweaty bodies. At one 
point, a crowd surged toward us as we were 
walking on a sidewalk, and it was all could do 
to shield my son from the crush of bodies that 
fell upon us. I could feel a huge force pressing 
on my back as I pushed back, my hands to the 
wall, Terror and panic welled up inside me and 
1 was monumentally thankful it lasted for only 
а few minutes. That image flashed in my brain 
last Saturday, 1 multiplied what 1 had felt a 
thousand times, and I imagined that was how 
the victims must have felt. 

Туе seen tragedies like this before but none 
so telling about the state of the nation or the 
plight of the Filipino today than this one. 1 
guess the one that comes closest to the sense of 
shock Metro Manilans felt was the fire at the 
‘Ozone Disco more than a decade ago. It shared 
in the same spirit of something joyous that 
turned into bitter tragedy. 1 do nor now recall 
how many scores of people died there, 1 do re- 
call that the disco was full of kids who had 
gone there to celebrate their graduation. A 
faulty wiring sent sparks flying and soon the 
place was engulfed in fire. Lacking any safety 
measures, the place became a death trap. 
Scores died from the smoke, from being tram- 
pled upon, and from being burned to death, 

Last Saturdays disaster shares another 
thing with the Ozone Disco fire, which is that it 


VAT. Bothered by their conscience, some leg- 
islators are now planning to raise the tax ex- 
emptions and to reduce the tax rates for 
low-salaried employees. That's all very well, 
but that would benefit only those who have 
salaries. What about those who have none? 
‘They still have to pay for the high prices of 
food and medicine. The more sensible poli- 
cy would be to exempt food and medicine 
from additional taxes like the other coun- 
tries do, and keep the present tax rates and 
exemptions. 

In pushing for the VAT, the administration 
said the government is bankrupt and needs 
more revenues. But the administration has 
embarked on a spending spree. Asked where 
the money is coming from, it says that it has 
"savings"—plenty of it, judging from the 
huge amounts GMA is throwing around. If 
there are savings to justify the spending 
binge, then there is no more need to punish 
the people with higher taxes, di ba? 

Оп the Reform VAT (КУАТ), the adminis- 
tration says that's an additional of only 2 
percentage points and the price increase 
should therefore be negligible. But that is 
not the way itis happening. 

Some stores, after charging the 10-per- 
cent EVAT, collect another 12 percent for the 
RVAT, instead of just the additional 2 per- 
cent. This is happening because of igno- 
rance or greed (profiteering). But what is 
the government doing about it? 

‘And even if it is only the 2-percent КУАТ 
that is added, the same is tacked on to the 
goods every step of the way, as the goods 
move from producer to wholesaler to distrib- 
utor to retailer. So, instead of only 2 percent 
being added to the prices of goods, the addi- 
tional RVAT goes up by 8 percent or more. 

Moreover, the higher transportation cost 
is also tacked on to the goods’ prices. Note 
that oil prices have also increased because 
of the EVAT and КУАТ which have raised as 
much the cost of electricity, another input 
that has added to the cost of production. 

‘Again, what is the government doing 
about this? 


was completely preventable. The people re- 
sponsible for the show cannot escape blame 
for what has happened. True, the crowd was to 
blame too for shoving and pushing. True, the 
crowd was to blame too for preventing the am- 
bulances from reaching the victims on time. 
‘True, the crowd was to blame too for lacking 
discipline and sobriety. But you know that 
crowds in this country are like that. You know a 
crowd that enormous and the prospect of gain 
for the few that are lucky enough to get in are a 
combustible mix. And you just leave things 
‘well enough alone? And you do not take mea- 
sures to ensure some order in the chaos, some 
method in the madness? And you just say at 
the end of the day we did not want this to hap- 
pen, we grieve with the victims’ kin? 

But as many Filipinos know by now—cour- 
tesy of the text messages that flew thick and 
fast after the event—the real culprit in this dis- 
aster is poverty. A friend of mine put it this way, 
“Grabe pare, the only things that are keeping 
the poor going these days are luck and alms.” 
"That sounds even more plaintive in Tagalog. 
‘Another said the tragedy showed the true face 
of the economy. It is not 51 to 1, which is the 
conversion rate of the peso, it is 74 to 1, the 
conversion rate of lives to survival. 

What can I say? 1 agree completely. What 
differentiates the tragedy last Saturday with 
the ones that came before itis that people went 
there out of dire straits, out of desperation, out 
of need to make some money. And they pushed 
and shoved and trampled with a ferocity re- 
served only for their life-and-death struggles. 
Kapit sa patalim. Surviving by the skin of your 
teeth, Atleast the vietims of the collapse of the 
Colgante Bridge in Naga were there го show 
religious devotion to their Ina. At least the fans 
that were stampeded to death at Amoranto 
were there to show devotion to their rock gods. 
The children, women and men who were 
crushed to death at Ultra were there to cling to 
life. They were there trusting in God, luck and 
gratuity. 

"That is the greatest tragedy of all. 
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А parliamentary 


WHAT WILL THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 
look like if the Senate blockade is broken 
through? Let us take a quick look. My comments 
will be based on the draft being debated by the 
Committee on Constitutional Amendments of the 
House of Representatives. 

Ina nutshell, the picture the draft paints is of a 
chief executive much stronger than the current 
President; a Parliament that can be dissolved by 
the prime minister; and a weaker Supreme Court. 

"The prominent figures in the proposed system 
are the Parliament, the prime minister, ће Cabi- 
netand a powerless president. 

"The desired Parliament will be unicameral. 
‘This is no surprise. The popular mantra says that 
two houses of equal strength breed gridlocks. 

Parliament will be composed of as many mem- 
bers as the law will provide; and as in the current 
House, 20 percent of its members will be party- 
list representatives. What this means is that the 
party-list system remains tentative and experi- 
mental. Expect a thickly populated Parliament, 
however. The total number of its members can 
mean that it will be more expensive to maintain 
than the present bicameral Congress. 

‘The term of members of Parliament (MPs) will be 
five years, with no limit on reelection. In case рай - 
mentis dissolved, the new members will serve only 
for the unexpired term of their predecessors. 

"Тре sessions, the legislative procedure, and the 
limitations and disqualifications are the same as 
in the current Congress. Ironically, as in the 1973 
version, the prime minister can veto bills passed 
byhis or her creator and lord, the Parliament. 

There will be a "question hour" where the 
prime minister and ministers can be grilled and 
roasted to taste. This should take care of the gag 
rule in EO 464. 

‘The MPs elect the prime minister from among 
themselves and may oust the prime minister by a 
no-confidence vote. The ouster takes effect when 
anew prime minister is elected. 

There will also be an Electoral Tribunal, which 
will be the sole judge of election contests, a Com- 
mittee on Impeachment which will act as the 
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prosecutor in impeachments, and a Commission 
‘on Appointments. The Parliament will be the sole 
judge of impeachments. 

‘The Cabinet members will be chosen from Par- 
liament. 

‘What of the president? He is the head of state, 
largely ceremonial, and is more like a grandfather 
figure or the Queen of England. He must be at least 
50 years old. He is elected by Parliament from 
‘among themselves, or from outside if no one among 
the MPs is queenly enough. He has a term of five 
years but he may be removed by impeachment. Up- 
‘on being elected president, he must resign from the 
Parliament and from his political party. Its hoped 
that thus he will be able to reign serenely. 

‘As with all new constitutions, there will be 
‘Transitory Provisions. What are the highlights? 

Once the new constitution is ratified, the Sen- 
ate and the House will be joined in a forced wed- 
lock to form the Interim Parliament. The term of 
the members will last until June 30, 2007 except 
for the current senators who were elected in 
2004. The latter will stay until June 30, 2010. The 
vice president will likewise become a member of 
the Interim Parliament until June 30, 2010. How- 
ever, in the plebiscite for the ratification of the 
new Constitution, the people will have the option 
to postpone all elections until the second Monday 
of May 2010. Then it will be No-El redivivus. 

How will the current President fit? Nicely, 
hand in iron glove. “From the ratification of the 
foregoing Amendments to June 30, 2010, the in- 
cumbent President shall continue to exercise the 
same powers as she has now, except those she will 
delegate to the Prime Minister who shall serve as 
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chief operating officer of the government, con- 
formably with the parliamentary system." 

But that does not say it all about the incumbent 
President. While the provision says that the incum- 
bent President will have all the powers she has now, 
in fact she will have more, because some of the lim- 
itations on her powers today will be removed. 

‘To start with, the limitations on the comman- 
der-in-chief carefully elaborated in the 
1987 Constitution will be removed. In effect, the 
proposal will resurrect the vast powers exercised 
by President Marcos, which powers were upheld 
by the martial law Court and overruled by the 
1987 Constitution. 

Next, the prohibition of the appointment of the 
President's spouse and close relatives to key gov- 
‘ernment positions will be removed. 

Gone, too, will be the prohibition of appoint- 
ments two months immediately preceding an 
election. 

Likewise, gone will be the need for the Mone- 
tary Board’s concurrence before the President can 
contract or guarantee foreign loans. 

The appointing authority will also be enhanced 
by the proposal that the confirmation of promo- 
tions in the military will be required only for the 
ranks of brigadier general and commodore. The 
President then will Бе able to appoint colonels and 
naval captains without need of confirmation. 

The President's treaty powers will also be en- 
hanced by the removal of the prohibition of the 
presence of foreign military forces. 

‘And when she calls a special session, she will 
be able to specify what subjects the Parliament 
may take up. 

‘The Chief Executive will also have greater lee- 
way in the handling of public funds because, in 
the use of discretionary funds and leftovers from. 
special funds, there are no constitutional rules. 

‘Can she be removed by a no-confidence vote? 
Parliament can try. But she will have the power to 
dissolve Parliament. And the Supreme Court is 
being stripped of the power to determine 
whether she has gravely abused her discretion. 
Long live а strong Republic! 


Time to study the "Separation Principle" 


‘THERE'S NO MISTAKING IT. THE LOCAL CHURCH 
is being drawn into political affairs. One reads of 
priests and bishops in different comers of the coun- 
try drawn to political problems in their communi- 
ties. Even our parish priest has been drawn into 
neighborhood politics. Only those in deep denial or 
those hankering for an unruffled religion inside a 
church wont see it. 

Таке the "key points” in the latest pastoral state- 
ments of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines. The relentless pursuit of truth in the 
“Hello Garci" case; no cancellation of the 2007 
election; the cleansing of the Comelec; warnings 
against hasty change of the Constitution, extra- 
constitutional means to resolve the political crisi 
and deletion of nationalist provisions in the Ch 
ter; repeal of the 1995 Mining Act—what are those 
if not statements of political concern. 

‘The Church may have to accept the fact that 
she will be continually called upon to be political- 
ly involved. 

Historically the engagement is inevitable. The 
march of history here and abroad points to it. It 
would do well for the Church to have a keener 
historical sense, especially since it is now and 
then accused of being in a time warp and “react- 
ing glacially" 

Since the 1980s and 1990s the local Church's 
pastoral statements have already included public 
office and public good, like failed elections, the 
Marcos millions, the Visiting Forces Agreement, 
the Charter change, cronyism, press freedom, en- 
vironmentalism and the like. Our rotten political 
culture penetrates practically every aspect of our 
national life. Politics is a huge fact of life which the 
‘Church can no longer ignore as out of its realm. 

Politics is in fact in the Church's realm as well 
as in the State's. For as we have written time and 
again, there inheres a moral dimension not only 
in every human act but in all fields as well—and 
glaringly so in our politics which has been sick on 
тоо many counts. "Everything is fundamentally 
moral.” The CBCP statement is titled “Renewing 
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‘our Public Life Through Moral Values.” Precisely. 

Besides, the time when we kept splitting man 
into body and soul is past. We take the whole man. 
ог not at all. We can't say, politics is of the body 
and belongs to the State; and the soul belongs (0 
the Church. Absurd. Yer, a lot of people live by 
that absurdity especially politicians high and low 
who seek to be prayed over, receive communion, 
cross themselves and then walk out and steal 
your money and mine. 

‘Unfortunately, when priests and bishops step 
in, cries of “meddling” are raised by politicians 
and sighs of “hindi dapat” are heard from pious 
types. 

‘Since men of the cloth may have to live with 
political involvement, they might as well learn 
how. A first step may be the thorough study of the 
“Separation of Church and State"; its history 
(how, for example, "Freedom" of religion mutat- 
ed to "Separation"), its full meaning, implica- 
tions, limits, etc.; examined not only in theory but 
also in applications. 

The study group could gather as much materi- 
al as possible on the “Separation Principle.” The 
Inquirer alone has printed columns on the topic. 
Years ago, Bishop Teodoro Bacani wrote a very 
helpful book, “Church and Politics.” If my memo- 
ry serves me right, it carried a list of what a priest 
can or cannot do on the matter. 

The number and composition of the group 
would be very important—constitutionalists and 
lawyers, priests in academe and in the field, lay 
persons to reflect what the faithful feel (not those 
‘who tell the hierarchy what it wants to hear), lay 
and religious theologians. The experts would 
know. 


‘The goal must be articulated, a time frame set, 
and a stylist or two consulted for the final paper, 
to avoid another “turgid Church document" that 
nobody reads or understands. And the results 
should be made public. 

It would be enlightening and surprising to find 
ош, for example, that Masses and sacred images 
in government offices may be in violation of the 
"Separation Principle,” while priests joining ral- 
lies and running for office are not! How a thor- 
ough study could be of help all around. 

Priests and bishops who bravely venture into 
what to many of them are still uncharted waters 
would be surer of where they stand, and what 
they do. Critics would be more careful of what 
they say. Then no priest, like Bishop Oscar Cruz, 
would be subjected to insinuations about “play- 
ing a dangerous game.” With the barbs that come 
their way, priests and bishops deserve all the sup- 
port they can get. 

Many “good Catholics” still think that apart 
from their “priestly duties," priests shouldn't air 
their political views; should be involved only in fi- 
estas, fund-raising, charitable work and the like, 
and should be confined in the “faith and тога” 
box. Their "shock and scandal” could be assuaged 
with some enlightenment. 

‘And the politicians may stop invoking the 
“Separation Principle" which they interpret as 
they please for their benefit. 

‘Thank God, people still look up to the Church 
for guidance. How great they feel when their 
Church makes “a stand.” If opportunist politici 
mind the Church only because of the latter's pol 
cal clout, the faithful still mind the Church for 
moral guidance. In this, the Church cannot afford 
to default or to disappoint. In these times no priest 
сап say: "Pang simbahan lang kami.” And the faith- 
ful must no longer expect him to stay there. 


‘Asuncion David Maramba is a retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
tomarda_ph@yahoo.com; fax 8210659. 


An integrated approach 


THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY OF 
the English Language (4th edition) traces the et- 
ymology of “stampede” as follows: "The Spanish 
word estampida, meaning ‘explosion, bang, 
crash, uproar’ seems a vivid term to deseribe a 
sudden rush of animals, such as buffaloes or cat- 
Че, and was first used in American Spanish. 
From this use came our word stampede (actually 
from the Spanish estampido, a masculine noun 
corresponding to the feminine estampida, first 
recorded in 1828). Thus stampede, now a gener- 
al English word, is an Americanism, a word or 
expression that originated in the United States 
22 (which) later was to see stampedes of miners 
Tushing westward to find gold. Not surprisingly, 
an early instance of the application of this word 
to humans is found in the San Francisco Herald 
in 1851." 

Necessary reading at this time should include a 
paper written by John J. Fruin, which was pre- 
sented at the First International Conference on 
Engineering for Crowd Safety held in London in 
1992. The paper scientifically, but graphically 
states: "tis difficult to describe the psychological 
and physiological pressures within crowds at 
maximum densiy When crowd density equals 
the plan area of the human body, individual con- 
trol is lost, as one becomes an involuntary part of 
the mass, At occupancies of about seven persons 
per square meter, the crowd becomes almost a 
fluid mass, Shock waves сап be propagated 
through the mass, sufficient to lift people off their 
feet and propel them distances of 3 m (10 ft) or 
more. People may be literally lifted out of their 
shoes, and have [their] clothing torn ой” 

‘Among the notable points raised by his paper is 
that many deaths in stampedes (or “crowd disas- 
ters” as Мв paper refers to them) are caused not 
by trampling, but by suffocation or from the heat 
caused by being trapped in a crowd: “Intense 
crowd pressures, exacerbated by anxiety, make it 
difficult to breathe. The heat and thermal insula- 
tion of surrounding bodies cause some to be 
weakened and faint. Access to those who fall is 
impossible, Removal of those in distress can only 
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be accomplished by lifting them up and passing 
them overhead tothe exterior ofthe crow 

‘The pressure is, indeed, intense and virtually 
irresistible, On this, Fruin’s paper says: “Crowd 
forces can reach levels almost impossible to resi 
ог control. Virtually all crowd deaths are due to 
compressive asphyxia and not the ‘trampling’ re- 
ported by the news media .... bent steel railings 
after several fatal crowd incidents show that 
forces of more than 4,500 N (1,000 Ib) occurred. 
Forces are due to pushing, and the domino effect 
of people leaning against each othe 

Particular attention should be given to Fruin's 
recommendations to prevent crowd disasters. 
‘The first is for everyone to understand the distinc- 
tion between crowd management and crowd con- 
trol. Crowd management, he says, is “the system- 
atic planning for, and supervision of, the orderly 
‘movement and assembly of people”; while crowd 
‘control is “the restriction or limitation of group 
behaviour... [it] may be part of a crowd manage- 
ment plan, or occur as an unplanned reaction to a 
group problem. It can include extreme measures 
to enforce order, such as the use of force, arrest, 
ог threat of personal injury. It may employ barri- 
ers that alter the space available for occupancy 
and patterns of group movement, Inappropriate 
ar poory managed control procedures have pre- 
cipitated crowd incidents rather than preventing 
them. For example, police, reacting to a group of 
unruly persons at à rock concert, herded specta- 
tors into areas where there were no means of 
egress.” 

Fruin points out that crowds differ from each 
other; the kind of crowds a particular event at- 


tracts has to be taken into consideration when 
planning an event. Crowds, in turn, can attract. 
other crowds: and these additional crowds can 
complicate matters. Therefore, Fruin says that "A 
proactive type of management is required, antici- 
pating and resolving problems before they occur, 
Prhe? than reacting when it could be too late 

Part of proactive management includes a 
Crowd Management Center, where real-time in- 
formation on whats going on can be received and 
acted upon. He describes the ideal center as one 
that “would provide а maximum view of the 
venue, supplemented by video camera access to 
blind spaces, pressure points, and major move- 
ment pathways. Full communications coordina- 
tion should be provided between all venue staff, 
local police, fire and emergency medical services, 
and any on-site radio or television media. Radio 
frequencies, telephone numbers and similar com- 
munications information and related proce ures 
should be in a printed form distributed to all 
staff” Obviously, this requires intensive training 
for the organizer's staff. 

Fruin also enumerates important components 
of a successful crowd management and crowd 
control plan: “Response to crowd incidents must 
be rapid, authoritative, and provide clear and un- 
ambiguous information about the emergency and 
required group actions”, and it should include a 
means to disperse people along multiple routes 
and not just a central route. Performers should be 
briefed on their responsibility to the audience, 
lest their behavior trigger a crowd disaster: "Pe 
formers must provide advance notice of cancella- 
tion, before patrons begin entering the venue. 
‘Communication with the crowd should not be de- 
layed if cancellation occurs after entry An- 
nouncements should clearly establish refund 
policies, exit routes, and need for orderly move- 
ment.” 

Ticketing, too, is crucial: “Reserved section 
and seat tickets determine specific area for occu- 
pancy and routes of entry and egress. Tickets also 
provide a means of instructing patrons on rules of 
conduct expected within the venue,” Fruin says. 
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Fe Hidalgo’s 
model classroom 


‘THE MAIN GOAL OF THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION 1S TO 
bring back the stature of our public schools as centers for 
quality education. This is what I constantly tell public school. 
‘educators whenever I get the chance to be with them—in in- 
formal gatherings or during our Mentoring the Mentors ses- 
sions. Many of the best and brightest Filipinos came from 
public schools. They went on to become our greatest presi- 
dents, senators, ————————————— —4- 
chief justices, writ- 
ers, artists’ and 
sportsmen. 

During the sum- 
mer of 2002, the 
Foundation г 
Worldwide People — —— ————— — — — —— 
Power (FWWPP) conducted a series of conferences with edu- 
cators and education stakeholders. We wanted to find out 
‘why the public school system was perceived by many as syn- 
onymous with academic mediocrity. The late Bro. Andrew 
Gonzalez, former education secretary, pointed out that the 
system's decline seemed to have begun just after World War I, 
‘when the existing infrastructure could not keep up with the 
exponential growth of public school enrollment. Based on 
‘what we learned from these meetings—and believe me, we 
did learn a lot—we launched the Education Revolution to 
help make the improvement of public education a continuing 
‘community concern. 

In the course of promoting Education Revolution, 1 have 
had the unique opportunity to listen to other NGOs and pri- 
vate foundations identify their success factors as well as the 
problems they encountered in their own community-leye} 
initiatives to improve education. = 

Some 18 million pupils and students are enrolled in about 
40,000 public schools all over the country. Shaping their col- 
lective learning experience—from the fundamental 38540 
positive socio-civic values—are 400,000 or so public schéol 
teachers and principals with varying skills and motivation 
levels. These men and women do the best they can to meet 
the academic demand, often working under tremendous 
limitations such as insufficient workbooks and teaching ma- 
terials, overcrowded classes and a punishing teaching load 
that can make even the healthiest teacher absolutely bone- 
‘weary at the end of the class day. 

The unenviable job of leading this veritable army of edù- 
cators belongs to the education secretary. I have had the 
privilege of getting to know quite a few them these past 
years. Brother Andrew, of course, was а dear friend, as is Dr 
Edilberto “DY” De делш, one of FWWPP's founding mem; 

тз. 

‘Today, that job belongs to Dr. Fe A. Hidalgo, іп an acting 
capacity. Dr. Hidalgo is no stranger to FWWPP as she hàs 
been our keynote speaker on more than one occasion. She is 
no stranger either to the problems and frustrations that pubr 
lic school teachers deal with daily; herself having been one 
of them for several years. i 

Together with FWWPP's executive staff, went to see Dr. Hil 
daigo at her office a few days ago. We wanted to show her 
some innovations we had developed to make private sector 
support for the improvement of public education а 
widespread practice at the community level. She greete 
warmly and with a bit of very good news. "Academic achieve- 
ment of our public school students, while still ow, has been 
going up steadily" she said. "It used to be that the results {of 
the diagnostictests] either went up or down from year to year 
Today we are seeing consistent upward increments. We in the 
Department of Education would like to keep that momen- 
tum," she told us. Our own experience validates her assertion: 

Education is a public value, and more and more people 
are beginning to see themselves as genuine education stake- 
holders. Private foundations, NGOs, corporate citizens and 
individuals with a high sense of civic duty have been increas- 
ing the volume and quality of their assistance to public 
schools. In 2003, corporate support for public education 
amounted to something like P600 million. This doubled to 
about P1.2 billion in 2004. 

That's the silver lining. 

Here's the dark cloud. 

‘The assistance and resources that the private sector has 
been extending to public schools tend to come across as 
doles—as these are rarely based on the recipient school's 
academic performance—a tendency that could lead to two 
unwelcome consequences. 

First, since the resources are there for the asking, a culture 
of mendicancy among public schools could emerge. © 

Second, since the public school in most cases is a passivé 
beneficiary, no perceptible academic improvement is likely 
totake place. 

‘To her credit, Dr. Hidalgo is deeply aware of this and, from 
all indications, she is not about to take things sitting down. 
Positive steps are being taken to improve school administra 
tion. 

Та line with the DepEd's Schools First Initiative, Dr. Hidal- 
go has been meeting with schools division superintendents 
to see how far they have gone in preparing their respective 
school-based management programs and School Improve: 
ment Plans. 

‘At the policy level, she has been exerting a lot of effort to 
get the Education for All By All program adopted. She has 
Been making representations with Neda for this purpose. 

However, some education stakeholders who are not part 
of the DepEd bureaucracy might just overlook these positive 
steps to make public schools better. After all, the school sys- 
tems inadequacies are more glaring and easier to see. Qur 
literacy rate is still high if literacy only pertains to the indj- 
vidual's ability to read. However, functional literacy—whicH 
connotes comprehension—is another matter. 

In many areas, there are not enough classrooms. In oth 
ers, students don't have enough workbooks and textbooks, 
ог even electricity and water or perimeter fences. Some 
places simply don't have enough teachers. 2 

Organizations with education-focused initiatives have ie 
peatedly contended that the delivery of quality education 
must be a community priority. This can only happen if the 
‘community is aware of the challenges public education faces 
and the options that are available for them to meet these 
challenges together with the DepEd. 

Dr. Hidalgo herself notes that the moment the community 
knows what's going on, “the more they want to help." 

The fastest way to bring an idea across is to present it in à 
vivid, picturesque way so that people can latch on to it. “е 
‘want people to go out of their way to help public education, 
we should formulate a picture of a model classroom” says Dn. 
Hidalgo. id 

Now what would that be? Many of us would probably 566 
new desks and chairs, well-ventilated rooms and the likè in 
our mind's eye. For Dr, Hidalgo however, the model class- 
room goes beyond just the structure. It has to be a plage 
where teachers can teach well and where children can learn 
equally well, happily. й 

Ате you ready to join her in building this kind of cldss- 
room? If you are, come and be a part of FWWPP's Education. 
Revolution 2006. 


COMMENTARY 


Maria “Butchie” 
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Maria "Butchie" Lim-Ayuyao, Ed. D., is the incumbent presi: 
dent of ће Foundation for Worldwide People Power. She гесепі. 
ly retired as executive 
Escolar University. 
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Perils to education 


В СЕЕ 
Todak Pulis, 04: опе of tne ranking premiere mulintnel corporations nthe wo recently 
1 signed its renewal healthcare agreement with MEDICard Philippines. Seated (L-R) are Kodak's 
Иппаһ Berkenkotter (HR Operations Mngr.) ‘and Raymond Albert (General Manager) with 
о (resident апа Lus Montoya (EVP and GM). Standing (L-R) 
Ме (Seles and Business Devt. Mngr), Gentolniés Ра Reyes 

re MEDICANS ропа lcs Апа ьш Florentino (HR Asst) and Jonathan Quero 
{Manan nar) Kodak has been one of MEDICards valued сегіз since 1991 


IN A COMMENTARY PUBLISHED IN 
the Inquirer's Jan. 23 issue, Education 
Undersecretary Juan Miguel Luz un- 
derscored the triumph of a profession- 
alized education bureaucracy notwith- 
standing the departments “headless” 
semblance because acting Secretary Fe 
Hidalgo has yet to gain full stewardship 
of the education bureau. 

Ido believe that quality education 
provides stability to our country and 
assures our children of a better life 
anda better future. But because exces- 
sive politics has captured our public 
education system, the future of this 
nation Несіп great peril. 

Indeed, one horn of the public edu- 
cation problem stems from bad poli- 
tics. Bad politics engenders a vicious 
circle of patronage and corruption in 
the public education system. Attempts 
to implement reforms are stifled by 
decisions that favor vested interests, 
which contribute to the ailing state of 
our public education system. 

"The intricacies of the Arroyo admin- 
istration typify a glaring example of 
this problem. It may be recalled that 


about P15 million in education funds 
had been allegedly used as “payoffs” to 
win the support of congressmen at the 
height of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
impeachment proceedings last year. 

‘The other horn results from the 
poor support of government. For in- 
stance, budgetary allocation for edu- 
cation in the proposed 2006 national 
budget may have increased in abso- 
lute terms compared to the previous 
year. But in percentage of the national 
budget, it has actually decreased from 
14.7 percent last year to 13.9 percent. 
In contrast, Asean countries continue 
to allot more and more funds for edu- 
cation. It is an imperative for any de- 
veloping country to provide crucial in- 
vestments in human capital, such as 
education, if it intends at all to keep its 
economy afloat. 

There is a need to liberate our pub- 
lic education system from the clutches 
of bad politics, corruption and poor 
prioritization from the Arroyo admin- 
istration. 

The unsung yet equally glorious tri- 
шар of voluntary education organi- 
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must be our source of hope when ev- 
erything else begins to fade. 

"We need to remain steadfast, vigi“ 
lant and united in curbing the prob- 
lems that hound our public schools, 
our teachers and our children. 

‘We need to champion the welfare of 
our teachers for they are the 
harbingers of knowledge. Their role in 
nation-building and in the conditior 
ing of the minds of our leaders of t 
morrow must never be compromised 
and belittled. 

‘We need to be unrelenting in our ef! 
forts to provide our children with 
quality education, now and for poster- 
іу 

Education is the key to the improve- 
ment of the quality of life of Filipinos.” 
We must take care of our teachers so! 
that our teachers in turn will take care 
of our children, who will take саге of 
the future of our country. 

—TERESA AQUINO-ORETA, 
Makati City 
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Nobody blamed 
for violating truce 


4 INTHENEWS ARTICLE TITLED “VICE MAYOR, 
3 2 others killed in ambush” (PDI, 12/17/05), I 
j| was reported to have "accused the Maulana 
1 family of violating a truce when they continued 
toattack the Lao clan.” | 
No Ingumer reporter interviewed me re- 
garding the incident; if ever 1 made a public 
statement to shed light on the conflict, it could” 
not have been meant what the news item made 
ittobe. As far as Ican recall, the last time Iwas, 
interviewed by an INQUIRER reporter was on! 
Oct. 24, 2005. The interview was not about 
that problem. 
deplore the inaccuracy in the report, not only 
because the statement did not come from me but 
also because it degrades my reputation as head 
of the GRP.MILF local monitoring team which is 
supposed to be neutral in the conflict. Our pur- 
pose is only to pacify and settle the conflict and 
to remain impartial. The report has, therefore, 
caused me some personal discomfort. : 
—HALILSALAMAT, 
co-chair, 
GRPMILF Local Monitoring Team, 
Zamboanga del Sur 


While Halil Salamat may not have categorie 
ty said that he accused the Maulana family of dis? 
regarding a truce, it was the gist of his statement| 
in an interview that took place in October last 
year with Michael Sarcauga, another Ium 
‘correspondent. Salamat told Sarcauga that-thb 
MILF peacekeeping team decided to go home be 
cause the Maulanas disregarded its effort to brings 
the warring families to a dialogue; instead the 
Maulanas attacked the MILF's stronghold islandi 
village of Tarakan in Dinas town. The paragraph 
on Salamat was just а backgrounder on the ef 
forts to resolve the Maulana-Lao family feud. 
—HERNAN DE LA CRUZ, 
correspondent, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


DENR reforms hew 
to good governance 


‘THIS IS IN REPLY TO THE JAN. 16 COLUMN, 
titled "Defensor loose ends at DENR,” of Hon 
esto C. General. ; 

We appreciate General's concern for the eny 
vironment. DENR Administrative Order 
(DAO) №. 2005-06, "Guidelines for the Insti 
tution of a System of Mandatory Environmen- 
tal Insurance Coverage (MEIC)," institutes aj 
policy designed to address the huge and ever- 
growing clean-up costs and liabilities (of com- 
panies and industries) arising from pollution 
and damage to the environment. 

In environmental disasters/accidents, the 
‘government usually ends up footing the bill for 
the cleanup while the affected communities 
suffer because of the long delay of rehabilita- 
tion. Recent environmental disasters—such as 
the mining accident in Rapu-Rapu, Albay; the! 
Semirara oil spill; the destruction of lives and 
property brought about by ће cut logs in last 
years flooding in the provinces of Aurora, 
Quezon and Nueva Ecija; and the Marinduque| 
mining accident a few years ago—are only| 
some of the classic cases which made us realize 
the urgent need for DAO 2005-06. 

"The Department of Environment and Natu-| 
ral Resources spearheads the implementation 
of this highly specialized policy. The delay in| 
the release of subsequent issuances, such as 
the guidelines for identifying the levels of risks 
and the administrative arrangements, was in- 
evitable because we had to do massive consul 
tation with the stakeholders. 

However, we wish to inform General that 
these guidelines have been released under 
DENR Memorandum Order No. 021, dated 
Dec. 29, 2005. Thus, the MEIC policy is now 
being fully implemented. 

"We also would like to thank General for rais- 
ing the concerns on accreditation and the issuel 
оп monopoly. We share these concerns withi 
him. Thus, despite the accreditation require- 
ments by ће DENR, we have yielded to the In- 
surance Commission in determining the quali- 
р fications of the participating insurance сотра-! 
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by the Department of Finance/Insurance Com- 

mission. There are now more than 40 insur- 
ance companies participating in the program. 

Finally, we would like to assure General and| 

his readers that even as we institute reforms toj 

improve the quality of our environment, thesés 

will always be pursued in the spirit of the gov-| 

emmenr’s policy on good governance. | 

P MICHAELT. DEFENSOR,| 

secretary, 

Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources, 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon Ci 
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JOLO, SULU—LURED BY THE PROSPECTS OF EARNING MORE 
from American soldiers participating іп the joint Philippine-US hu- 
manitarian mission here, commercial sex workers have arrived in this 


conservative Muslim province, offic 

‘Acting Mayor Alkramer Izquierdo said the pres- 
ence of prostituted women here had been observed 
as early as December last year following media re- 
ports about the planned Balikatan mission. 

"It has become our greatest concern. My of- 
fice is being flooded with complaints and peti- 
tions from residents near the military camp,” 
Izquierdo told the INQUIRER. 

He said the complaints had been investi- 
gated and found to be valid. 

Videoke bars featuring scantily dressed women 
have suddenly sprouted near the camp, where the 
‘American soldiers would be staying, Izquierdo said. 

‘About 200 US soldiers will be participating 
in the month-long humanitarian mission 
starting this month, 

“I support the Balikatan, but we also fear 


Vizcaya bishop seeks talks 


with execs, ‘jueteng’ 


BAYOMBONG, NUE- 
va Vizcaya—Catholic 
Bishop Ramon Vil- 
lena on Thursday in- 
vited government of- 
ficials to a dialogue 
to discuss the de- 
mands of “jueteng” 
"workers displaced by 
the crackdown on il- 
legal gambling oper- 
ations last week. 

In a statement 
faxed to the Ingu- 
ва, Villena asked 
provincial officials 
led by Gov. Luisa 
Cuaresma, mayors, 
police officers and 
other national agen- 
cies officials to ad- 
dress the plea of the 
bet collectors that 
they be given aler- Philippines. 
native sources of Не said е 
livelihood. jueteng workers’ con- 

“Let us listen to cems had become 
each other, air our “more urgent” after 
sentiments and their Tuesday meet- 
ideas in an atmo- ing with local priests, 
sphere of fraternal where they aired 
exchange and come their difficulty in cop- 
up with solutions to ing with the loss of 
the issues that will their only source of 
be raised before us,” income. 
he said Aside from provin- 

Villena’s call was cial officials, Villena 
in response to ap- invited mayors of the 
peals by bet collec- towns where jueteng 
tors who claimed used to operate, as 


that they had lost 
their jobs as a result 
of the police crack- 
down. 

On Tuesday, about 
150 bet collectors 
fom various towns 
ofthe province again 
converged at the 
clergy house in 
Barangay Luyang to 
seek a meeting with 
Villena. 

They said they 
wanted to ask the 
bishop to give them 
jobs or stop his anti- 
jueteng crusade. 

Villena failed to 
meet them as he had 
to attend meetings of 
the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the 


'ials said Thursday. 


the negative impact of prostitution in our 
town,” Izquierdo said. 

Retired Army Maj. Roberto Parayno, president 
of the Tabak village association, said that from 21 
in November, the number of commercial sex 
‘workers here increased to about 100. 

“Some of our female teenagers were being mis- 
taken for prostitutes and our teachers could no 
longer make their lesson plans at night due to noise 
‘coming from the videoke bars,” Parayno said. 

Не said it was a sad thing that instead of 
curbing the trade, several military personnel 
were even acting as pimps for the sex workers. 

“Most of these women came from Pagadian 
City, Dipolog City and Zamboanga City and the 
majority of them are very young,” Parayno said. 

Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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workers | 


well as acting provin- 
cial police director 
Supt. Agripino Lopez 
к 

Не asked provin- 
cial social welfare, 
labor and trade of- 
ficials to attend the 
dialogue. Melvin 
Gascon, PDI 
Northern Luzon 
Bureau 
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Visayas. reported that around 10,000 resi- 


Boracay resort owners say oil spill no threat 
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PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE MASSIVE OIL SPILL OFF 
the coast of Semirara Island in Antique poses 
по immediate threat to Boracay in Aklan, ac- 
cording to a statement of resort owners in the 
world-renowned island, 

‘They, however, said the cleanup of the oil 
spill should be thorough and hastened to 
avoid long-term adverse consequences on the 
tourist destination. 

Orlando Sacay, chair of the Boracay Founda- 
tion Inc. (ВРІ), said in the statement that it was 
fortunate that the northeasterly wind was pre- 
vailing when the ой spill occurred with the wind 
blowing from east to west or towards Semirara. 

He, however, pointed out that Boracay is 
60 km from Semirara and "unless the oil spill 
is cleaned up, oil particles will wash ashore in 
Boracay in the future." 

‘Around 195,000 liters of bunker füel have 
contaminated mangroves and other marine life 
after bad weather forced a power barge of the 
National Power Corp. (Napocor) to run aground 
last Dec. 18, some 200 meters off Barangay 
Semirara, one of three villages of the island, 

It is believed to be the worst oil spill in the 
country’s history, according to the Coast 
Guard. Napocor has blamed bad weather for 
the incident. 

‘The oil spill has contaminated 236 hectares 
of mangrove forests and 40 square kilometers 
of marine life off the coast of the Semirara. 

Senators Edgardo Angara and Miriam De- 
fensor-Santiago on Thursday called on the 
Napocor to speed up the clean up and warned 
that the oil spill threatens Boracay, the coun- 
try's premier destination. 

Records at the Department of Tourism 
showed that 383,098 tourists visited the is- 
land from January to September last year and 
poured in P7.04 billion to the economy. 

Julian Amador, Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources executive direc- 
tor for Western Visayas, allayed fears of im- 
‘mediate threats to the world famous island. 

“We are closely monitoring and it is unlike- 
ly at this point that the spill threatens Bora- 
сау” Amador told the INQUIRER. 

‘Amador said most of the oil spill is now con- 
tained at the Semirara shoreline. Cleanup 
teams have also installed spill booms to prevent 
the spread of the now thick and sticky fuel. 

But Amador said that cleanup operations 
should be completed before the wind reverses 
its direction during the habagat season in May. 

‘The cleanup operations composed of Coast 
Guard personnel and 250 residents hired by 
Napocor had collected around 18,000 sacks 
of contaminated materials, said Amador. 

He said the cleanup was expected to be fin- 
ished by April 

The Office of Civil Defense in Western 


Arrest 
witness’ 


dents of the Semirara had been affected by 
the oil spill as of Jan. 25. 

Sacay said Napocor should assume full re- 
sponsibility for the clean up and pay for the 
environmental damage. 

Napocor president Cyril del Callar has as- 
sured that the state-owned agency will shoul- 
der the expenses of the cleanup estimated to 
reach P90 million and provide compensation 
to the affected residents 


Coal spill 

In Pangasinan, residents of Agno town 
have raised fears over the possible destruc- 
tion of their marine environment due to the 
spilt coal from a grounded barge in the waters 
off Barangay Macaboboni. 

Some 300 cubic meters of coal, equivalent 
to about 1,200 sacks, have been spilt from the 
barge LCT Fisner after it grounded in Sitio 
Talisay on Dec. 18 last year. 

The barge, owned by the Asian Shipping 
Corp., came from the port of Semirara in An- 
tique and was on its way to San Fernando City 
in La Union to deliver 4,564 metric tons of coal 
when strong winds and waves pushed it inland. 

Remedios Jimenez, a chemical engineer of 
the DENR's environmental management bu- 
reau in the Ilocos, said the spilt coal's effects 
on the villages water could be minimal. 

She said the spilt coal was concentrated in 
а cove covering an area of 160 square meters. 
The grounded barge is located about 110 me- 
ters from the village’s coastline, she said. 

“But we can't tell the effects [of the spilt 
coal] on the corals yet unless an in-depth 
study is undertaken,” she said. 

Jimenez said the coal, with sizes ranging 
from half an inch to four inches, might have 
disturbed fish habitat in the area. 

“Town police chief Insp. Leonardo Navalta 
inspected the area where the barge ran 
aground and found that some of the coal had 
indeed spilt. 

"It was possible that strong winds and big 
waves toppled the barge and caused the coal 
[it was carrying] to spill," Navalta said. 

Lydia Colobong, an environmental activist 
from the town, said the village boasts of white 
sand beaches but pieces of coal have started 
to mar the coastline. 

Colobong asked local officials to act fast and 
demand that the barge's owners tow the vessel 
before more pieces of coal spill into the sea. 

‘A report of the community environment 
and natural resources office (Cenro) in 
Alaminos City said the boat captain denied 
throwing coal into the village's water. 

Eugenio Santos Jt. of the Alaminos Cenro 
said he would recommend to the vessel's 
‘owners the removal of the coal from the barge 
to avoid further spillage. — Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Suspect in radioman's killing eharged 


killers, 
cops told 


CAGAYAN DE ORO 
Ciy—The conviction 
of former police officer 
Guillermo Wepile may 
have pleased е 
Damalerio family but 
the wife of slain wit- 
ness Edgar Amoro said 
she was losing hope. 

Erlinda Amoro said 
the authorities were 
not doing anything to 
arrest the suspects 

1 wonder why the 
entire police force of 
Zamboanga del Sur, 
Zamboanga Sibugay 
and Pagadian Сау have 
done nothing to en- 
force the warrants of 
arrest,” she said. 

Edgar Amoro 
named Wapile as the 
triggerman in the 
killing of his name- 
sake—journalist 
Edgar Damalerio. 

On Feb. 2 last year, 
Amoro was killed by 
motorcyde-riding men 
a few meters from the 
gates of the Zamboan- 
ga del Sur National 
High School where he 
was teaching, 

Police named two 
suspects, — Norhan 
‘Ambol, the son of a 
town councilor, and 
Abubakar Maulana, 
alias Мады. 

Pagadian police 
chief Supt. Bemardo 
Palmero said investiga 
tors were havinga hard 
time finding the sus- 


pecs. 

Erlinda said the fail- 
ure to amest the sus- 
pects had forced her 
and her seven children 
toleavethe city for safe- 
ty "My older child had 
to drop from work to 
hide fom them,” she 
said. Grace Albasin, 
PDI M. Bureau 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—The National Bureau of Investigation in Pagadian City 

Said it had fled murder charges against a miltary intelligence agent sus- 

pected o be behind the killing of Zamboanga del Sur information officer 

Rolly Cañete. NBI supervising agent Moises Tamayo said Herbert Liguan of 

the Miitary Intelligence Battalion under the Army's 1st Infantry Division in 

Pulacan, Zamboanga del Sur, was positively identified by witnesses as the 

one who shot and kiled Cañete on Jan. 20. Caete was known for his 

firades against the political enemies of Zamboanga del Sur Gov, Aurora Cer- ..; 

iles and her husband, Rep. Antonio Ceres Е 
Julie Араб, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Ex-mayor, guards survive attack 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A former mayor of Laurel town in Batangas, T 
his driver and bodyguard survived an ambush by two armed men on Jan. 
29, police said. Ex-Mayor Joven de Grano was traveling along а national 
road in Barangay Poblacion Sat about 9:30 p.m. on board a car when two 
Unidentified men on a parked motorcycle fired а the vehicle. The attackers 
immediately ied after hiting the front and rear of the car, 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


50 houses turned over 


BULALACAO, Oriental Min- 
doro—Philamlife executives and 
thelr employees, together with 
Gawad Kalinga (GK) beneficiaries 
held a ceremonial build and. 
turnover of 50 houses for poor fami- 
lies here. Bulalacao is in the south- 
ernmost part of the province. Phil- 
am funded the P2.5-million housing 
project (P50,000 per house), while 
the GK volunteers and beneficiaries 

provided labor. Thirty-four of the familles are Christians while 16 are Hanun- 
uo Mangyan. ‘Marciano Virola Jr, PO! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Security guard killed 
CABUYAO, Laguna—The security guard of а subdivision here who ried to 
пар а woman resident whose mobile phone unit was taken at gunpoint at 
dawn on Jan. 27 was shot dead by three unidentified armed man. Police 
said security guard Gregorio Раша, Jr., 34, of General Trias, Cavite, was 
bout to accost the holdup men along the subdivilon's main road when һе 
Was shot several times. The guard died on the spot 

Romulo Ponte, РО! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Militant leader survives attack 

CALAMBA CITY—A village chief and local coordinator of the militant рапу- 
list group Bayan Muna barely survived an attempt on his life while ће was 
resting near the municipal hall of Lian, Batangas on Jan. 31, the human 
rights group Karapatan reported. Dina Capetillo, spokesperson of Karap- 
atan- Batangas, said Carlito Сар, 38, chair of Barangay San Diogo, Lan, 
had just attended the town parade when two motoroycie-riding man shot 
him at around 3 p.m. Calsip was hit n the shoulders but was able to run for 
safety. He was rushed to а nearby hospltal and Is now In stable condition, 
Capetillo said. She sald the victim was active in the campaign to pull out 
government troops inthe area Marlon Ramos, РОГ | Southern Luzon Bureau. 


б cops relieved 

COTABATO CITY—At least six policemen меге relieved of thelr duties here 
bocause of involvement n “dubious acivitos" and abandonment o posts, 
Said спу police chief Supt. Abubakar Mangelen Sr. Mangelen sald the move 4, 
was in connection with efforts to shape up policemen. Those relieved ware 
Insp. Abbas Mantoc, chief of the Intelligence section; SP02 Felix Acero; 

SP02 Villamor Suyat and SPO2 Murtaha Kiram; РОЗ Saudi Mokamad: and 
Рог Ming Kacalum. geotto lon, РО nen ura 
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HERE IS A PARTIAL LIST OF 
people listed as dead at the Ar- 
lington Memorial Chapel on. 
Araneta Avenue in Quezon City 
and at the Arlington Memorial 
Chapel in Pasig City following 
the stampede at the PhilSports 
Arena: 


Arlington-Pasig 
‘Amelia Flores Abrera 
Eda Aranquiz Alesna. 
Jovita Halli Apalla 
Manuela Batoon Ara 
Maritess Aguilar Arcillo 
Erlinda Navarro Ariola 
Carita Asisten 
Josephine Barra 
Precila Herodico Barsaga 
Elena Belafonte Belan 
Lorna Mendoza Belantos 
Vidang Bolor 
Julianne Elaine A. Book 
Estrelta Reyes Canoy 
Zenaida Barbarlca бат 
Nida Catre Cruz 
Raymundo Cajayon dela Fuente 
Gertrudes Gascon 
Fe Vega Gomez 
Edna Tiwaya Gonzales 
Virginia Javier 
Yolanda Cangas Lubrico 
Trinidad Magan 
Yolanda Matienzo 
Elena Montero 
Lolita Espinido Mora 
Helen А, Nebres 
Marissa D. Obingayan 
Linda Boneo Padrinao 
Guillerma Aviles Parducho 
Rosita T. Santos 
Jovita Villanueva 


Arlington-Araneta 
Ofelia Casipe 
Dolores de Jesus 
Rufa Laragas Rosales 
Rosalina Comia Salazar 
Catalina Naynes Gozo 
Arsenia Naña Herrera 
Virginia Osiaza Comia 
Nita Lacambra Balibalita 
Belen Comia Malabanan 
Trinidad Casing 
Rosalinda Fajardo 
Elizabeth варата Bias 
Ernie Boter Garcia 
Ester Rondario Narvaez 
Liza Capat Padila 
‘Alia Vilanueva 
Enriqueta B. Labaton 
Editha E. Villanueva 
Eufrocina E. Alcantara 
Julie A. Vargas 
Dionisia С. Bolaño 
Aurora N. Soriano 
Antonina F Campanero 
Remedios M. Bulan 
Felicidad T. dela Vega 
Norma L. Cabanatan 
Angela А. Casing 
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Probers find lapses in security setup 
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vestigation, That is not fair to ev- 
erybody" Gonzalez said. 

According to Gonzalez, the issue. 
‘would not necessarily end with the 
release of monetary assistance to 
the victims and their families. 

“їз not just a question of giv- 
ing financial help. The damage 
caused may be more than what 
you are willing to offer," he said. 

Even in cases of negligence and 
accidents responsibility has to fall 
on someone, he pointed out. 

“If you pass under a house and 
a flower pot falls on your head, 
there is responsibility on the own- 
er of the house," he said. 


Hearing starts 

People who unintentionally 
kil someone by accident or 
through a careless act could be li- 
able to charges of reckless impru- 
dence resulting in homicide, ac- 
cording to Gonzalez. 

Crowds estimated between 
30,000 and 50,000 people had 
massed up outside the PhiSports 
‘Arena when the stampede broke out. 

Most of them had come from de- 
pressed areas in Metro Manila and 
nearby provinces and had hoped to 
win raffle tickets that would entitle 
them to about P2.5 million in prizes. 

At yesterday's initial hearing on 
the incident, members of a govern- 
ment fact-finding team said the de- 
cision to tell the thousands of peo- 
ple waiting outside the PhilSports 
‘Arena that they could not all be ac- 
commodated inside might have 
triggered the stampede. 


Seating capacity 

‘The probe team said the 
PhilSports Arena had a total of 
seating capacity of between 
17,000 and 19,000. This includes 
the 9,000 capacity of its covered 
portion and the 8,000 capacity of 
the bleachers outside. An unused 
section of the bleachers can ac- 
commodate another 2,000. 

The stampede occurred at one 
ofthe two entrances. 

Steering away from the issue 
of culpability for the tragedy, 
members of the probe body said 
after the hearing that there ap- 
peared to be shortcomings in se- 
curity preparations 

“What we will say are the facts 
that we gathered,” Interior Un- 
dersecretary and panel chair 
Marius Corpus told the INQUIRER. 
"Definitely, may mga pagkukulang 


a 
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RELATIVES of some of the fatalities offer flowers in front of the 


PhilSports Arena. 
(there were shortcomings).” 


No coordination 

*1 don't know how you would 
call them—oversights or lapses,” 
he said. “There was no proper co- 
ordination with the police, there 
was no contingency plan for 
crowd management, there was 
even no radio contact (with the 
police) so that these things could 
have been avoided.” 

But Corpus clarified the probe 
was merely fact-finding in nature 
and would not delve into criminal 
liability, saying that was up to the 
Department of Justice. 

‘Another panel member echoed 
Corpus’ observations about sup- 
posed security shortcomings. 

“It appears to be that way," said 
Frank Castillo ofthe Office of Civ- 
il Defense. “There should be a 
contingency plan, es- 
pecially for events 
(that involved) a big 
number of people." 

He said the orga- 
nizers, for one, had 
assumed that the po- 
lice had responsibili- 
ty outside of the bar- 


повна 


riers they had erected, 

But Castillo said such "taskings. 
have to be clear.” 

Invited to yesterday's hearing 
мете Rene Luspo, the ABS-CBN 
head security and Marilou Al- 
maden, its business unit. 

Earlier, panel members in- 
spected the PhilSports Arena and 
spoke with its security officials. 

‘The panel focused on security 
arrangements for the game show. 


Crowd control 

In particular, it raised ques- 
tions on whether the security offi- 
cers of ABS-CBN and the manage- 
ment of the Philippine Sports 
Commission had contingency 
plans for crowd control, 

"The main focus of our concern 
is crowd control,” Luspo told the 
panel. He said ABS-CBN had 


AMAN cries as he embraces his dead wife, one of the victims of the stampede. 
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Tragedy wake-up call... 
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social malaise.” 

With cash prizes of up to Pl million, 
“Wowowee” drew tens of thousands of the 
poor from provinces, It turned into a night- 
mare when more than 70 people were 
crushed to death. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr said the tragedy should remind the govern- 
ment that poverty could not be licked as long 
as scarce resources for job-generating enter- 
prises"are dissipated through corruption and 
mismanagement.” 

More than 40 percent of Filipinos live on 
less than P100 а day. 

“The loss of 79 lives and the injuries sus- 
tained by scores of others clearly belie the ad- 
ministration's claim that the economy is in 
good shape. People would not risk being 
crushed to death if times were good,” Pi- 
mentel said in a statement, 

Sen. Jamby Madrigal, for her part, said: 
“This is a wake-up call. Alot of our people are 
poor, and getting poorer. In their desperation, 
our people have placed their hopes for a bet- 
ter life in a game show.” 

"Must we wait for more of this stampede to 
happen? I hope not. Now is the time for us to 
move for meaningful reforms and not just pay 
lip service to our people. I pray to God that 
this incident will not happen again,” Madrigal 
said. 


Disheartening 
Sharing his colleagues’ views, Senate Pr 
dent Franklin Drilon said the stampede was 
disheartening, 
Yer О 3 


"This only shows that most of our country- 
men are poor who are banking on luck, and 
are hoping that they will bag prizes being raf- 
fled off [in shows like Wowowee]," Drilon 
said over radio dzBB. 

In the House, Cibac party-list Rep. Joe! Vil- 
lanueva said Filipinos should recognize the 
realities of life in the country instead of insist- 
ing that life was getting better. 

‘Only by acknowledging the worsening 
poverty can the country start providing real 
solutions to the problem, Villanueva said. 


Microfinance 

Aurora Rep. Juan Edgardo Angara said so 
many Filipinos were living in abject poverty 
and yet the government was only giving lip 
service to poverty alleviation, 

He suggested that the House increase the 
budget for social services, education, health 
and job-creation and pass measures that 
‘would promptly arrest poverty and provide 
long-term solution to the “hopelessness that 
is slowly eating the foundations of this na- 
tion,” 

Pampanga Rep. Francis 1. Nepomuceno, 
chair of the House committee on civil service 
and professional regulation, proposed that 
the loan portfolio for microfinance be i 
creased to P30 billion and the budget for agr 
culture and fishery production raised also by 
P30 billion. 

"рог centuries now, the families of farmers 
and fisherfolk have remained poor, ignorant 
and haunted by diseases. We must set them 
free from the bondage of poverty,” he said. Re- 
ports from TJ Burgonio and Michael Lim 
Ubac 


plans for crowd control but they 
‘were not put in writing. 

He said the security planning 
took into account that the 
PhilSports Arena had only “two 
logical entrances.” 

“We assumed that we will be 
dealing with ... about 25,000. 
‘That's the assumption we used," 
Luspo said. 

“Our focus in the planning was 
how to really manage the crowd 
before we can get (them) into the 
bleachers and the covered facility" 

"When we made a plan, we took 
into consideration that there are 
going to be two entrances .. The 
focus—any security person wil 
bear me out— ... one will focus on 
putting more resources where it is 
deemed weak, and not where (it 
is) deemed inherently strong." 


Police not told 

Corpus said that when the deci- 
sion was reached to tell the crowd 
that not ай could be lt in, the orga- 
nizers did not tell the police about it. 

“If assurances were made that 
many of them could still be accom- 
modated, that pressure (to get in- 
side) could have been lessened,” 
said Chief Supt. Oscar Valenzuela, 
head of the Eastern Police District 
and member of the probe body. 

"Looking from the crowd's 
point of view, those who felt they 
could no longer enter would try 
something to get in,” һе said. 

The motive to get in- 
side—earning quick cash—was 
there, according to Valenzuela. 

Luspo told the panel that while. 
it was true that they did not have 
a written security plan, he dis- 
agreed that security plans should 
be put in writing all the time. 


Security plans flexible 

Otherwise, he would end up 
“simply writing," he said. 

The plans were “flexible,” he 
said, and their decisions depended 
upon the situation on the ground, 
and the situation kept changing. 

"Almost every day we (had) to 
meet and discuss the changes in 
the situation, and this was the 


gent 


reason why we made changes in. 
plans,” he said, у 
Tt was the “spillover crowd," 
many of whom were men, in front 
of the gate that went unruly and. 
started to push forward, he said. 
Luspo admitted that things 
could have been done to avoid 
the tragedy. Е 
“I dont think there is a dispute 
about that," he said. "We can talk 
about what we could have done: 
ме recognize that. But we did what. 5 
we thought was best atthe time.” 75 


Willie and Charo 

He added: "We could have done 
more, but at that point ... we 
thought it was adequate and (we 
had) talked tothe right people.” 

‘The probe panel invited top’ 
ABS-CBN executive Charo San- 
tos-Concio and comedian Willie Re-: 
villame to the hearing, but their? 
lawyer said the two personalities 
did not have direct participation іп: 
the planning of the noontime show. 

Santos-Concio and Revillame, 
were inside the DILG building 
during the inquiry, but the 
ABS-CBN counsel, Regis Puno, 
did not presentt them. 

“Considering that Charo Santos 
and (Revillame) have absolutely 
no participation other than в 
prescribed (as TV executive апа 5. 
talent, respectively), I seek the іп-% 
dulgence of the committee to 8-Е 
pense with their attendance," Puno 46. 
told the probe body. м 


GMA pledge 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday assured families of the уіс-а:% 
tims that justice would beserved. 25 

She ordered various адепсїев у 
to make sure that assistance. 
would not only be provided thes} 
kin of the victims but also that‘! 
measures were undertaken ‘0..1 
preventa repeat of the incident. 55 

“I assure the victims! kin that =3 
the ends of criminal and social 3 
justice will be-served and those x2? 
responsible will be taken account. 
for their negligence or misdeeds," 
Ms Arroyo said. 
from Christine О. Avendaño 
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RIZAL Medical Center staff and volunteers assist some ofthe victims of the Ultra stampede. | 


Deadly stampede also 
brings out best in people 
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Blue, the alert level for situations where more 
than 20 casualties are expected. 

When the stampede of people struggling to 
get into the PhilSports Arena so they could 
‘watch the “Wowowee” television extravagan- 
za started, the surgeon department had two 
physicians on duty. 


All hands on deck 

Immediately, all available doctors from the 
other units were called in to assist at the 
emergency center. Nurses and doctors wind- 
ing up their shift that hour chose to stay. They 
knew they were needed. 

Surgeons who were off duty were told to 
report to work. 

Before long, more than three dozen doc- 
tors, nurses and nursing aides—excluding 
volunteers—were shuffling from patient to 
patient. 

During the first half hour, several decisions 
had tobe made at once inside and outside the 
emergency unit, according to Dr. Aldwin 
Тайне, the senior surgeon on duty. 


Control needed 

Where do you put the severely injured? 
How about those with minor injuries? 

People had begun crowding onto the hos- 
pital grounds, Some form of control was 
needed to keep them from interfering with 
the staff 

Reporters and cameramen, too, started 
swarming in. Patiently, doctors and nurses re- 


REMZAMORA 


counted to them what had happened. 

Dr. Aldwin Adique and a team of surgeont 
were having their morning meals when thé. 
first batch of patients was brought in. 


Handling disaster 

Soon, the emergency unit was crawling 
withmenandwomeninwhitegowns. — " 

"Thedoctors from the other units were put 
in charge of those who sustained minor if- 
juries. Doctors from the surgery and internal 
medicine attended to the severely injured,” 
Adique said. 

The ВМС, which employs around 500 реб- 
ple and has 300 beds, is no stranger to hai- 
dling disaster situations. 

Its staff took care of the victims of a stami- 
pede also at the same sports complex more 
thana year ago. Its doctors and nurses also af- 
tended to flood vietims flown in from Central 
and Northern Luzon in 2004. "i 
Day endsin a smile Ps 

On Saturday. even interns from the. pedi- 
atric department had their hands full. Jezrel 
Culata, Charon Comia and Maricel Pedrò 
looked after patients who suffered most së- 
vere internal injuries and fractures. 

Before the day ended, the hospital would 
have treated more than 300 people from tlie 
stampede site, majority of them women. . # 

Toward sundown, one exhausted nurse 
gave a smile when two women asked him for 
assistance. + 
"је just another day To help is our job,” he 
said. 


Opposition leader bugging 
Palace, Gonzales says 
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on Friday that in two or three weeks, he woull 
try toname the opposition leader and those it 
volved in an alleged new destabilization plét 
against President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"Everything will be clear in two to three 
weeks,” he said, indicating that an investigi- 
tion wes ongoing. “This one person is bugging 
ман" 

Gonzales said authorities found out мо 
months ago about the activity but he declinéd 
toelaborate. қ 


Well-disguised equipment А 

Replying to a reporter's question, Gonzales 
said Sen, Panfilo Lacson, a former Philippine 
National Police chief, was not behind the al- 
leged bugging. 

Gonzales said the unnamed opposition 
politician was using a sophisticated equipment 
that was well-disguised. He did not give details 

His disclosure came amid a still unresolved 
wiretapping controversy that nearly unseated 
Ms Arroyo last year. This allegedly involved 
tapped phone conversations between Ms Ar- 
royo and former Election Commissioner Viz- 
gilio Garcillano. 

The opposition said the recordings were 
evidence Ms Arroyo attempted to manipulate 
the 2004 presidential election. Ms Arroyo de- 
nies the charge. 


New plot 

Last month, Gonzales disclosed a new plot 
to destabilize the government following the 
escape from detention of four junior military 
officers who joined the failed Oakwood 
mutiny in July 2003. 

He said the mutineers’ escape was part of 
the plot, which included a plan to assassinate 
Ms Arroyo and other Cabinet members. 

“А group coming from various forces is try- 
ing to form some loose alliance to jointly over- 
throw the government," Gonzales said last 
month, He noted that the alliance included 
members of the radical Left and members of 
the Magdalo group. 
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Measly loot for bank robbers in T 


ByD] Yap 


BURGLARS BROKE INTO А 
branch of the Bank of the Philip- 
pine Istands (BPI) Family Bank in 
‘Quezon City over the weekend but 
failed to open either its vault or Au- 
tomated Teller Machine (ATM). 
Their attempt was not a complete 


loss, however, since they made off 
with a guards service firearm. 

The breakin occured between 
Friday midnight and 10 a.m. on Sat- 
шолу at the banks Roosevelt Branch 
in Barangay San Antonio, according 

to a report of the criminal investiga- 
ton division ofthe Quezon Cty oe. 


Branch 


manager Ellen Tiqui told 
police that one of their employees, 
‘Teodoro Salonga Jr, was about to 
check on the ATM machine when he 
noticed that things inside the bank 
were in disarray. He immediately 
called the police. 
Investigators saw that the window 
at the back of the bank had been 


forcibly opened. They also discovered 
an acetylene torch, а crow bar and a 
manual drill on the floor 

But the vault and ATM had not 
been opened, the police said. 

А 38 caliber revolver (Armscor) 
‘owned by the bank’s security agency 
was discovered missing from one of 
the drawers where it had been kept, 


PO2 Emesto Fabre said ir 


‘When 


BUDDING ARTISTS 


High school students show their artistic talents as they рай 
participants in the 3rd Pinoy-Tsinoy Mural Painting competition. 


rv 


on walls along UN Avenue in Manila to come up with the most beautiful mural. The students are 


тал 


“The police said they are looking for 
‘one ofthe suspects identified as Nor- 
Бело Cayetano, of 29 Barangay Sta. 
Cruz, San Jose Del Monte, Bulacan, 
On Feb. 1, Cayetano rented а room 
in a building owned by Jaime Am- 
parado, which was beside the bank. 
the police examined 


inlisreport — Cayetanols room, they saw that te 
window grils had been destroyed, 
apparently to enable the suspects 16 
scale the building and enter the bank 
through a window in the back. 
Soene-of the-rime operatives also 
discovered а boltcuttez a flashlight 
and candles inside Cayetano' rented 
тоот, у 


Goat meat 
eaters warned 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE CHOPPED GOAT MEAT THAT YOU BUY 
may turn out to be dog's meat. 

Ananimal welfare group yesterday warned. 
the public that some unscrupulous traders 
have been mixing dog meat with chopped 
goats meat to make more money. 

"Our surveillance shows that some goat 
slaughterhouses practice this because goat 
meat is more expensive than dog's,” Animal 
Kingdom Foundation Inc. (AKF) officer in 
charge Suzanne Llanera said in a phone inter- 
view. 

‘The meat of both animals also taste similar 
when cooked, Llanera added. 

“Unless you analyze the animals’ bones, 
you would not know the difference between 
goat and dog meat,” she said. 

The AKF official said one way through 
which the public can avoid being duped is to 
buy a live goat instead of settling for meat 
that has already been chopped. 

АКЕ officials had earlier warned the public 
against eating dog meat following the death 
ofa 4-year-old girl 


Iranian, Brit tourist lose Rolex watches to thieves 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 
and Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘TWO FOREIGNERS LOST THEIR ROLEX 
Watches and other valuables to thieves in 
e incidents yesterday. 

One of the victims was an Iranian 
есіней as Medi Nasrabadi, a resident 
of One Roxas Triangle in Barangay Ur- 
daneta, Makati. 
 Nesrpbadi was doing some biisk, 
aválling at around 8 a.m. along Paseo 4 
"де Roxas, when a motorcycle with three 
‘pen on board stopped beside him. 

PO2 Rico Caramat, case investigator 


from the Makati Police Department's 
Theft and Robbery section, said the rob- 
bers may have been trailing Nasrabadi 
for some time. 

Caramat said the robbers, who were 
wearing helmets, took out a gun and 
demanded the victim's valuables. А 
brief struggle ensued but the robbers 
overcame the Iranian and took his 
Rolex Yacht-Master watch. 

Interiet sources showed that the 18: 
tarat gold Yacht Master sells front 
$8,900 (close to half a million pesos) to 
$17,700 (more than P900,000). 

The robbers also took the Iranian’s 


necklace and ring and sped off toward 
Gil Puyat Avenue. 

‘The other victim was a British tourist 
who fell prey to two robbers posing as 
calesa drivers in Quiapo, Manila. 

Patrolling policemen, however, were 
able to arrest suspects Martin Mergurio, 
19, of 499 Dandan St. Tondo, and Rom- 
mel Daligid, 19, of Perla St., Tondo, 
shortly after they divested Deanien Mc- 
Dave, 27, of his Rolex watch and 
P4,000 in cash. 

Police said the victim, who was stay- 
ingat the Lotus Garden Hotel on Mabini 
Street in Ermita, Manila, took the calesa 


from Binondo at 5:15 a.m. yesterday. 

When they reached Carlos Palanca 
‘Street in Quiapo, one of the suspects 
stopped the calesa, saying the horse 
needed to drink. 

"The suspects then took out a knife 
and asked the victim to hand over his 
cash and watch, the police said. 

Nearby law enforcers, however, no- 
ticed the commotion and came to Mc- 
Dave's aid and arrested the robbers. 

But none of the victim's valuables 
were recovered from the suspects. The 
police said that the suspects may have 
passed them on to their other cohorts. 


Ressia Mae Edoria, of Barangay Molobolo, 
Cauayan, Negros Occidental, died last De- 
cember of rabies and encephalitis, days after 
neighbors gave her dog meat cooked as pulu- 
tan (appetizer). 

АКЕ chief veterinarian Winston Samaniego 
said the rabies virus may have entered the 
girl's system though a tooth cavity. When a 
person eats or chews the meat of a dog infect- 
ей with rabies, the virus enters the nerve end- 
ings though a cavity, a loose tooth or a cut in 
the gums, he added. 

The virus then passes through the lymph 
nodes and multiplies in the brain, resulting in 
the victim's death. Samaniego said the virus 
ultimately damages the central nervous sys: 
tem, which includes the brain and spinal 
cord. 

‘The veterinarian said the typical = 
tion period for rabies could be as short as four 


Cop: Jealousy led to shooting е 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


{LAST FRIDAYS SHOOTING INCIDENT AT А. 
popular fast food restaurant in Manila that 
led to the death of two of its managerial staff 
was apparently work-related, according to 
the police. 

“interviews with McDonald's employees 
revealed that professional jealousy may have 
been the main reason behind the killing,” PO2 
Rommel del Rosario of the Manila Police Dis- 
trict Homicide Section said. 

Suspect Luis Perez, an assistant manager at 
McDonald's Taft Avenue, committed suicide 
‘after shooting his boss Olive Fernandez twice 
{inthe face shortly before a staff meeting. 

Del Rosario said the suspect may have re- 
sented Fernandez’s recent promotion as man- 
ager of the McDonald's franchise beside the 
Dela Salle University. 


“His coworkers said Perez worked at the 
branch longer than the victim did,” the police- 
man added. 

The investigator said that Fernandez had 
often reprimanded the suspect for being neg- 
ligent at work. 

"The victim's husband said he heard Fer- 
nandez scolding the victim on the phone a 
week before the shooting incident hap- 
pened,” Del Rosario said. 

‘The restaurant's employees told police in- 
vestigators that Perez arrived at the branch at 
1:55 p.m. last Friday, a few minutes before 
the staff meeting was about to start. 

The suspect went straight to Fernandezs 
small office beside the kitchen and shot her 
twice, hitting her left cheekbone with а 9 mm 
pistol. 

Perez then climbed to the roof and shot 
himself in the forehead, Del Rosario said. 


Hospital renovation finished 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


"THE RENOVATION OF THE 30-YEAR-OLD 
main building of the Mandaluyong City Medi- 
cal Center has finally been completed, with 
«city residents to benefit from better facilities 
and bigger rooms. 

The hospital on Boni Avenue, just meters 
‘away from the City Hall, has increased its 
‘bed capacity from less than a hundred to at 
"least 200, the city public information said. 

‘The city government spent more than P38 
million for the renovation of the old build- 
ing, which is scheduled to be inaugurated to- 
day. 

"Our residents will no longer have to 


transfer to other expensive hospitals because 
we have new facilities," public information 
officer Lee Alvarez-Chan told the INQUIRER. 

The renovated hospital now has a dialysis 
room, a medical intensive care unit (ICU), а 
pediatric ICU, a neo-natal ICU, enhanced op- 
erating, labor and recovery rooms, a surgical 
ward and an expanded outpatient depart- 
ment. 

The hospital also added new operating ta- 
bles, ICU beds, anesthesia machines, incuba- 
tors, hemo-dialysis machines, cardiac moni- 
tors, suction machines and pulse oximeters. 

Mayor Neptali Gonzales II also ordered 
the release of P20 million to buy additional 
equipment for the hospital. 


Mandaluyong traffic rerouted 


“IN LINE WITH THE WEEICLONG CELEBRA- 
‘tion of Mandaluyong City’s 61st Liberation. 
‘Day and 12th скућоод anniversary, traffic 
will be rerouted in certain areas to give way to 
‘events beginning today until Feb. 9. 

No vehicles will be allowed today on the 
northbound lane of Boni Avenue in front of 
the Mandaluyong City Medical Center from 
5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. A special flag raising cer- 
‘emony will be held in the area in connection 
‘with the inaugural blessing of the newly reno- 
‘vated main building of the city hospital. 

On Tuesday, the Nueve de Febrero Street 


E 


will be closed from 7 a.m. to noon to give way 
to the groundbreaking ceremony for the an- 
nexbuilding of the Nueve de Febrero Elemen- 
tary School. 

This will be followed by a commemorative 
program at the city’s Liberation Marker on Ka- 
lentong Street on Feb. 9. Authorities will close 
off Panaderos and Kalentong Streets from 5 a.m. 
пода и. At 2 p.m. the city’s annual civic parade 
will begin, starting from Don Bosco College and 
passing through Shaw Boulevard, A. Bonifacio, 
А. Luna, and Rev. Aglipay Streets, the western 
portion of Boni Avenue, and Maysilo Circle. 


to six weeks or as long as one to five years. 
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~ PINOY CITIES ON THE RISE 


The Philippine Cities Competitiveness 
Ranking Project 2005 
National Presentation of Results 


feme 
ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT “= E31 


POLICYCENTER USAID 


& 


The Asia Foundation 


s Included 

Ва 

Bisl айа, C 
Calamba, Cavite, Cebu, Cotobato, Г 
Davao, Digos, Dipolog, Dum 
ligan, Пойо, Koronadal, Lapi 


шо, Batangas, 
уап de Oro, 
, Dapitan, 
ete, General Santos, 
Лари, Las Piñas, 
Legaspi, Lipa, Lucena, Makati, Mandaluyong, Mandaue, Manila, 
Marawi, Marikina, Muntinlupa, Naga, Olongapo, Оппос, 
а Oroquieta, Ozamis, Pagadian, Panabo, Pasay, Pasig, Puerto Pr 
Quezon, Roxas, San Carlos, San Fernando La Union, 
San Fernando Pampanga, Sta. Rosa, Silay, Sorsogon, 
Surigao, Tacloban, Tacurong, Tagaytay, 
Tagbilaran, Tagum, Tarlac, Tuguegarao, 
Valencia, Zamboanga 


Butuan, Cal 


и 


MAJOR 


PINOY CITIES ON THERISE 2005 SPONSORS 


У 2 February 13, 2006, 1:00pm 5:00 pm , Grand Ballroom, Hotel Intercontinental, Makati City 
PLEASE FAX THIS REPLY FORM TO 751-9182/ 751-9183 

UiName: 

„Position: 

| Institution: 

Tel No.: Fax No.: 

FOr further inquiries, сай the AIM Policy Center at 892-4011 local 2111 or 751 9182 
and look for Ms. Leah Umali or Lester Bautista. You may also e-mail at 
Cibautista@aim.edu.ph or lumali@.aim.edu.ph 
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= Beware of ‘nameless’ enforcers 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


IF A TRAFFIC ENFORCER FLAGS YOU DOWN 
fora violation and his name isn't displayed on 


109 05 ear йел уш entrance), Ошгоп Cry 
peer eer 


his uniform, its all right to get suspi- 
cious, the Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
‘opment Authority (MMDA) told the 
public yesterday. 

“If you see that enforcers are covering 
their namecloth, you can readily assume 
that they have bad intentions. If you are 
apprehended by one, just allow them to 
issue a ticket instead of bribing them, 
and we wil trace their identity" MMDA 
‘Traffic Operations Center (TOC) Execu- 
tive Director Angelito Vergel de Dios 
said over radio station dzBB. 

The namedoth is а өшір of doth 
which shows the initial of the traffic en- 
forcers first name and his full surname. 


Itshould be displayed on the chest, over 
the left pocket of the enforcers uniform. 
“If you have any complaints about 
traffic enforcers, you can tell us. You 
can receive your citation ticket under 
protest and bring your case before the 
adjudication board. But you should 
avoid getting into a confrontation 
with them,” Vergel de Dios said. 
Antonio Pagulayan, chief of the ММ- 
DA Roadside Traffic Arbitration and Per- 
sonnel Inspection and Monitoring 
Group, said the agency has been imple- 
menting strict rules on proper decorum 
among its enforcers, including prohibit- 
ing them from concealing their identity. 


“The namecloth is there so that if 
there are complaints against traffic 
enforcers, they can be easily identi- 
fied by motorists, for instance, if they 
were misbehaving or if their appre- 
hension was questionable,” Pagu- 
Jayan told the модная. 

The MMDA ТОС has about 1,700 
traffic enforcers, a number that con- 
stantly changes with the dismissal of 
errant enforcers and the recruitment 
of new ones. 

"As they say, 125 hire and fire. We 
fire those that have committed mis- 
takes and hire new ones to replace 
them,” said Pagulayan. 


When his community was destroyed, 
he learned to create. 


Meet Marvic Flora. A little over a year ago, raging waters, mudslides and tumbling 
timber ravaged his quiet village of Barangay Banglos in General Nakar, Quezon 


The tragedy claimed lives, leveled homes, washed away fishing boats 


and blanketed the entire community in misery and despair. 


propagate native forest seed 


With the help of Haribon Foundation, Banglos residents were also taught how to 
lings. The result: a tree nursery that will help protect 


future generations from similar calamities and provide added income for the 


womenfolk in the community. In addition, Smart helped set up a livelihood program 


involving the raising of organic chickens as part of its environmental campaign for 
Today, however, Banglos folks are back on their feet thanks to their sustainability. The installation of an emergency warning system that will alert 
resilience and strong sense of community. Together with the Gawad Kalinga residents of impending floods is another undertaking that Smart is supporting in. 
(GK) Foundation and Smart Communications, Inc., the people of Banglos 
helped establish the SMART AMAZING GK VILLAGE, a self-reliant 


community inspired by the 'bayanihan' spirit. Aside from helping build 100 


partnership with the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology. 


With the help of friends, Marvic and the people of Banglos are making 
homes for indigent families, Smart also introduced a livelihood project for а new beginning. 
the villagers using the vestiges of the disaster. Sculptor Rey Contreras was 

commissioned by Smart to teach Banglos folk the art of sculpting wood. 

Now known as Banglos sculptors, their work has been showcased at the 

Cultural Center of the Philippines and in the recent 29th Philippine Furniture 

Festival 
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Bulls repulse Kin 
join Giants in Finals 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 ps —Barangay Ginebra vs. A2 (For 3rd place) 
7:26 p m.—Purefoods Giants vs, Red Bull 


By June Navarro 


RED BULL ENDED A GAME- 
long rally by Barangay Gine- 
bra with back-to-back triples 
down the stretch to win, 83- 
79, last night and reach the fi- 
nals of the San Mig Coffee- 
PBA Fiesta Conference at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 


Celino Cruz gave the lead back to the Bulls with 
a long jumper, 76-75, with a minute 22 seconds 
left, shorty after the Kings had pulled ahead for 
the first time through import Chis Poner, 75-73. 7 

‘Then James Penny, hobbled by fouls since the 
second quarter, came up with another three- 
pointer with 47.7 seconds to go, 79-75, following 
a miss by Eric Menk. 

‘The Kings threatened for the last time at 79-81 
but Jayjay Helterbrand missed а hurried jumper 
and Cruz ended the scoring with two free throws 
with barely a second left to play. 

‘The Bulls, who clinched the best-of-seven 
semifinal series, 4 games to 3, will meet the Pure- 
foods Chunkee Giants starting Wednesday in ал- 
other best-of-seven for the championship. 

Despite getting almost no help from Penny, the 


Pap 


с2 


TN 


RED BULL'S Topex Robinson (center) makes a 
back passat the last minute off Ginebra’s Mark 


Caguioa (lec) and Erik Мелік, 


AUGUST DELA CUZ. 


Bulls set the pace and led by as many as 12 points 
twice, the last at 62-50 late in the third quarter. 

Execution was so tight for the Gin Kings right 
after the opening tip that the Bulls wasted по 
time building a 21-14 lead, highlighted by Topex 
Robinson's рай of three-pointers. 

When Ginebra finally loosened up, Menk and 
Rodney Santos fueled the attack with timely 
jumpers and incursions as the Kings tied the 
‘count at 29 following a 10-2 run. 

Penny caught a barreling Porter on the arm, af- 
ter only two minutes inthe second quarter fetch- 
ing his third foul that forced Guiao to bench the 
Red Bull import for a long period of time. 

Аз Penny rode the bench, Ginebra frontline 
trio of Rommel Adducul, Porter and Menk were 
quick enough to exploit mismatches inside as the 
Bulls left the job of defending the paint to Mick 
Pennisi and Rico Villanueva. 

Мелк squeezed out seven of his 11 first-half 
points out of the mismatch while opening up the 
perimeter for. Rodney Santos, who had eight 
points in the first half. 

‘The sizeable pro-Ginebra crowd became a fac- 
tor during the Kings’ second-quarter run, but Jun- 
thy Valenzuela silenced them by scoring seven of 
the Bulls last 11 points, including a three-point 
play off Porter, that gave the Bulls a 40-37 half- 
time lead. 

The sores: 

RED BULL 63—Tugade 18, Penny 14, Маеплија 12, Cuz 
1, Vitanunva 10, Robinson 7, Baguio б, Penns 5, Foancor 0. 

GINEBRA 79 Porir 22, Merk 16, Capui 13, Santos 11, 
docu В, Heterrand6, Oimaunahen 3, Macapagal O. 

Quarters: 21-14, 40-37, 62-56, ВЗ. 


г sportsinquirer.com ph 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


BALDNESS? 
Not For Me! 


- William Balliett 
Businessman 


“I had dry scalp and my hair 
was thinning. It seemed like 
1 was getting older at а faster 
rate. After going to Svenson, 
‘everybody says | ook 10 years 
younger! You, too can look years 
younger when you regain a full 
head of hair. Look at me, m 
happy. fel confident and | am 
more active than ever. Go to 
Svenson and start lookin 
younger again! 


BEFORE cim 


You don't have to be bald forever. Svenson offers the 
Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction to give you back 
a full head of hair. This revolutionary hair replacement 
looks, moves and feels so natural, you won't ever have to 
worry about it, With the Svenson Hair Technology you 
can lve life to the fullest 


find out how Svenson can help 
you stop baldness. Call now for 
а FREE hair and scalp analysis 


САШ 892- HAIR. (4247) 


Бл. ша куо 
чал GT toni jr СКО Cant 


BINONDO 
туе тобы Te Pre тыпын 
Tos Kopel Get 


HOW LUCKY САП YOU GET? 


Drive home your new Mazda3 for a low downpayment of only ? 88,888 
- and still avail of low monthly payments! 


? 18,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.61 5 4000г or 
? 19,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.6L V 


For an additional fee of only P3,000 a month, get MAZDA SOLUTIONS for 48 months, Inclusive of the. 


Promo financing available through Mazda Credit only, Subject to credit. fe i 
Promo good шр to Februay 28, 2006 as approved by ТУЧА. 


Tor more info please contact Mazda Credit: 6351253 Manda Alabang Filinvest Corporate Cy, Nabang-tapote Ron, Alabang, Munoniupa City, Tel- по, 772-3168, Fax 7729270 


є Manda Greenhills 202 EDSA ac Rochester Set, Gees East, Mandaluyong Cy, 


3 ) f b 
шу oti ing Para a сіл a, D Ар ын sing Mer re ПЕР ШЕЛІ? 
Sala, and get tha chance win WWIE RAW Live Tour ticketa ond other cool 


Tel. no. 7221303, Fo 7223138 + Mazda Quezon Avenue 721 Queron Ме, Sto, Domingo, Quezon Ct 
100m 70008 Tel. no, 7123355, Бк зл + Mazda Makati 2723 Chino Roces Avenue (от ју Pasong Tomo, Makati City Tel, по. 7542235 to 36, Fax 7542237 
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By Musong В. Castillo. 


THIS SECOND-GENERATION CABATU TRULY KNOWS 
how to win games. 

Junjun Сабага hit 11 of his 21 points in the final period 
Jast night to play hero again for Rain or Shine in а 75-73 
Game 2 decision of Magnolia that moved the Elasto Painters 
within a win of sweeping the PBL Heroes Cup title series 

"The 6-foot forward, just four nights after hitting the 
game-winner in a 70-68 overtime victory in the series 
‘opener on Thursday, again took charge when the game 
‘was on the line, hitting clutch baskets that put Rain or 
Shine on the threshold of a seventh league title. 

“Не has been working hard after the Christmas break." 
Rain or Shine coach Caloy Garcia said of Саам. “I really 


-PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


J SPORTS 


Painters a win from sweep 


aM 
(Son Andres Complen) 
320pm—Ranor 
Shine vs- Мала 

(Game Frais) 


expected a lot from him at the 

] start of the season, but he kind 
Of took it easy after (the UAAP 
season with) La Salle." 

No team in recent history of 
the PBL has ever come back 
from a 0-2 deficit to win a best- 

of five series. 

Rain or Shine’s fourth-quarter brilliance was the com- 
plete opposite of how it played the first period, when the 
Elasto Painters lagged behind by as many as 14 points, 7- 
21, with Kelly Williams and Arwind Santos hitting shots 
from inside and out. 

‘But it was clear that Rain or Shine would not let go 
Se НИ 


at the firing end by veteran Eugene Tan and newly 
crowned Most Valuable Player Jojo Tangkay. 

А Tan steal off Kim Valenzuela led to а Cabatu layup, 
giving Rain or Shine a 70-67 lead with 61 seconds left. 

Cabanrs insurance charities made it 74-68. 

Tangkay won the MVP over Hapeels Jason Castro with 
а total of 34480 statistical points. He also made it to 
mythical First Five together with Williams, Santos, Rain or 
Shine teammate Jay-R Reyes and Castro. 

The sare: 

RAM OR SHINE 75—Cabatu 21, Origura 13 Tan 12 Талдау 9, Er- 
1953.52 Maria 5, Sagad 4, Reyes 2, Мата. 

MAGNOLIA 73—Wiiams 24, Senos 17, Co 12, sip 10, Rizada 5, Chan 
3, Mids 2, Valenzuela 0, Te 0, Вотбео0. 

Quarters: 12:21, 32-39, 4-58, 7573 


Suico kayoes rival; г 
Тийасао pulls thru | 


ORIENTAL AND PACIFIC BOXING 
Boxing Federation _ champions 
Randy "Komong Bato” Suico and 
Malcolm Tufiacao kept their respec- 
tive titles in contrasting fashions 
yesterday in Nagoya, Japan. 

Suico, the OPBF super feather- 
weight king, lived up to his reputa- 
боп as а puncher by stopping 
Ryuhei Sugita of Japan in two min- 
utes 39 seconds of the fourth round. 

But bantamweight champ Mal- 
colm Tufacao barely kept his title 
after a split draw with challenger 
Kohei Ohba in the 12-round co-fea- 
ture of the card held at the Nagoya 
International Conference Най. 


An Australian judge had Tufacao 
the winner 115-114, a Japanese 
judge saw Ohba the victor at 115- 
113, while Filipino Teddy Alivio had 
itadrawat 115-115. 

Тийасао, however, vehemently 
protested the outcome, saying he 
was the clear victor and that the ma- 
jority of fans criticized the verdict. 

^ thought I deserved to win that 
fight,” Tufiacao told this writer after 
the fight. "My opponent had no an- 
swer to my punches.” 

Rodel Mayol, the undefeated Fil- 
ipino fighter who was at ringside, al- 
so said Tufiacao was the dear winner. 

Salven L Lagumbay, contributor 


2nd Caddies’ Open tourney this month 
CALATAGAN, BATANGAS—THE SECOND STAGING OF THE NATIONAL CADDIES’ 
Open could end up asa fight for regional supremacy with bets trom the Visayas 
and Luzon out to dislodge their noted counterparts from Mindanao. “This could 
provide an interesting «йен to the tournament" sad tournament co-chair Her- 


mie Esguerra. Davao's Janel Ababa and brothers Mario and Joseph Labajo topped 
fast year’s initial staging. Nomination forms can be faxed ог hand-carried tothe 
МСО secretariat in Calatagan (fax 0919- 5470619) or Wack Wack (02-7238556) 
оп or before Feb. 10. For inquiries сай (0917) 8425275 or (0917) 8425257. 
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ANI De Leon (left) hugs men’s winner Arland 
Macasieb after crossing the finish. 


ERIK MORALES DOESNT BELIEVE HE HAD 
been vanquished by Manny Pacquiao in their 
second encounter in Las Vegas last month. 

а-а for sure. Otherwise, the proud boxer 

“fondly called the Aztec Warrior by his countzy- 
an would've not challenged Pacquiao to a 

‘id encounter. 

He doesn't say it, but after acknowledging 
Pacquiao as a younger, hungrier fighter 
Morales has appeared convinced it was the 
weighing scales that had beaten him at the 
Thomas & Mack Center on Jan. 21. 

Or that he lost to the weighing machine, not 
to the sharp, blazing punching machine also 
known as Pacman. 

Pi E 

т the record, Morales had to lead the 
flor ше ofa hunger striker inthe rump 
* to the rematch with Pacquiao. 

While Pacquiao was enjoying princely 
‘meals of his choice, chicken tinola and fish 

T galore, Morales had to rely on pauper's fare 
while training for the rematch. 

So did we ever hear Morales admit that 
Pacquiao was the better boxer in their sec- 
ond fight? 

Stronger, maybe. Faster, yes. But better? 

No way. The best compliment Morales 

ша offer was acknowledge Pacquiao had 
displayed more control in his attacks.” 

This fact was relayed to Joaquin Henson 
of the Philippine Star by Morales publi 

Ricardo Jimenez. 


Morales would not admit that the Filipino 
boxing great he met for the second time was no 
2 longer the easy target that he had described as 
one-dimensional after their first fight 
‘There indeed have been tremendous im- 
j provements in Pacquiao's arsenal. However 
| Morales was too proud to credit the sweet 
transformation displayed by Pacquiao which 
had resulted in the epic conquest scored by the 
greatest living Filipino athlete over the Mexican 
boxing legend. 


“Morales rejects Pacquiao conquest 


Recah Trinidad 


Morales insists on a third fight. His promoter, 
Bob Arum, did not tarry and announced a rub- 
ber match, possibly in September. 

Не was beaten by Pacquiao, but Morales has 
refused to accept defeat. 

At least, in Pacquiao's case, he did admit that 
he had lost to a better fighter last year ОГ 
course, Pacquiao was also quick to state that the 
result of the first encounter with Morales 
could've been altogether different if not for a 
bloody cut which blurred his vision and totally 
wrecked his ability to properly locate his foe 
starting the fifth round, 

In the rematch, Morales had looked de- 
molished and devastated when he was 
promptly prevented by referee Kenny Bay- 
Jessin a senseless try to get up after suffering 
a second knockdown late in the 10th round. 

Morales was rushed to the hospital for an 
immediate check-up. Rumors spread he had 
either cracked a rib or fractured his jaw. 

‘An immediate rematch was overruled. 

But after the Morales camp had an- 
nounced their man did not suffer any major 
injury, the selling of a third encounter be- 
tween the fierce rivals was on. 

Naturally, there had been initial misgiv- 
ings Pacquiao-Morales III would be another 
sellout. 

But those who distrust the wisdom of 
holding a rubber match between the Filipino 
and Mexican rivals have conveniently for- 
gotten the selling genius of Bob Arum, the 
man who promoted Thrilla in Manila in 

MORALES A16 
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ero sprints to 3rd 


place in Langkawi Tour | 
MALAYSIA—ALBERT PRIMERO OF THEPAG- | 
1 


cor-Casino Filipino pro cycling squad moved up 

to third place in Stage 2 of th Asian category of 
the TM Le Tour de Langlaui by finishing second | 
twice in the sprints Saturday. The 28-year-old 
Primero showed his sprinting prowess as he 
сате in second to Japanese Koji Fukushima 

twice. He garnered s points for the day and 
vaulted from 27th to thrd place in the Asian Pid- 
er Overall classification after the 164.7-km race. 
from Tanjung Malim that ended at Sitawan here. 
Primero arrived in a big bunch that included 

Asian category paceseter Takashi Miyazawa and 
No. 2 indon Wawan Setyo Budi and Pagcor 
teammates Merculio Ramos, Victor Espiritu, 
Bernard Luzon, Sherwin Diamsay and Sherwin 
Carrera. Ater two stages, Primero stood seven 

| тілдік and 26 seconds behind Miyazawa. | | 


SEAG medalists just 
too tough to handle 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MEXICO, PAMPANGA—THE VETERANS AGAIN 
dominated the 2006 National ‘Triathlon 
‘Championship yesterday. 

Junior challengers tipped to put up a fight fad- 
ed in the end as the thirtysomethings led by 
Southeast Asian Games bronze medalists Arland 
Macasieb and Апі de Leon—ruled the arduous 
1.5K swim-40K bike-10K run competition at The 
Lakeshore resort here. 

"Itwasa hard win,” said Macasieb, who bagged 
his second straight ttle in the men's event with а 
time of 2 hours, 11 minutes and 17 seconds. 

De Leon dominated the women's division by 
docking 2:27.33. 

“When I saw the course, I had a very good feel- 
ing about i.” said De Leon, who also claimed the 
title in 2002 and 2003. "But the junior athletes 
are also improving, they're gaining experience." 

Macasieb and silver medalist Noel Salvador 
initially trailed 18-year-old Mikki Quilala in the 
swim race, but the seasoned entries took over in 
the bike and run legs. 

The 33-year-old Salvador timed 2:12.37 while 


Japanese Hiroshi Takei, also 33, took third in 
2:13.55. 

De Leon edged SEAG silver medalist and last 
year's champion Sandra Araullo by less than a 
minute (2:28.02). Third placer LC Langit com- 
pleted the racein 2:33.12. 

Macasieb trailed Salvador in the swim leg by 
more than a minute and by seven minutes in the 
bike stage. But the New Jersey-based triathlete 
surged ahead in the footrace. 

The 30-year-old Macasieb staged his strong fi- 
nal push by completing the 10K run in 30.31 
minutes, more than 10 minutes faster than Sal- 
vador’s time of 41.16. 

“I know I'm capable, I know 'm a fast runn 
he said. "And it tumed out to bea running race’ 

De Leon and Araullo also pulled away in the 
bike and run contests after trailing the 20-year- 
ld Langit in the swim leg. 

The top finishers secured RP team slots in the 
Asian Triathlon Championship in China and in 
the Asian Games in Doha, Qatar, this year. 

Other winners include 13-year-old Joash Ser- 
rano (1:11.03) and 15-year-old Kim Man- 
grobang (1:21.36) in the sprint distance. 
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А LP lavitational) 


at Badminton Central Мака! 


AE ‘Badminton Cup 


February 25 and 26, 2006 


Inc. (ВСМІ), Pasong Tamo, Makati City 


now on its 2nd Year! 


f 


Pilipinas Shell * Ci ibank 

PLDT (defending Champs!) 
Consolidated Industrial Gases, Inc. 
Accenture |“ Accenture || 
Robinson's Land Corp. 
Metrobank * Chinabank * EPCIB >= 


* BSP 
mens * ADB |“ ADB | | 


РМОС * Chase Technologies 


Team Competitions: 


Do you know who Sr. Ping Ocarias saw standing 
tne people ana tne tanks on EDSA on Feb. 22, 


Two Men's Doubles 
Two Ladies Doubles 
Mixed Doubles 


contact persons are ~ 
Sundee Guevara 09178588779, 
Liza Alamar 0917-8015310 
Melvin Nubla 0920-9220063 
and J.R. Chua 0920-5552507 
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TAGBILARAN СПҮ— 
Veteran Joseph Pe- 
nales and first-timer 
Gin Adan pulled all 
stops in the final 5 
kilometers to top the 
men's and women's 
21K races in the 30th 
National Milo Mar- 1 
pu 
here yesterday. ыан 
Penales, wh placed PENALES: Easy wit 
second to Rogelio Reli in last years Cebu City leg, 
clocked one hour 21 minutes and 42 seconds in 
claiming his second leg title after his break- 
through victory in 2002. 

"The Kawit, Camotes Island-bom Adan en- 
gaged Genalyn Jaum in a neck-and-neck battle in 
the first 16 km before soloing it home in 1:46:45. 

Penales beat a pair of Camotes runners, Riez 
Enriquez (1:23:56) and Rodulfo Aguspina 
(1:25:87), for the men's crown of the race held in 
partnership with Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, Ce- 


BUY FACTORY PRICE!!! 
MOTT COMPLETE ACCESSORIES FOR 2006 
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SPORTS 
Veteran, first-timer 
top Bohol Milo run 


bu Pacific, Adidas and Powerbar and conducted 
in Bohol for the first time in 30 years. 

‘The three qualified to the 42K national finals 
set Dec. 10 in Metro Manila. 

‘Also qualifying with Adan, who won P10,000 
"lice Penales, were second placer Jaum (1:50:21) 
and second runnerup Mylene Jarina (1:50:49). 

“Cebu now boasts of strong runners, irs a good 
thing Bohol hosted the Milo Marathon,” said the 
26-year-old Penales in Cebuano. 

The 18-year-old Adan powered in front with 5 
Im to go after blisters slowed down Jaum. 

Manfred Perez, 15, and Mary Jessamyn Ar- 
cales, 13, topped their respective SK divisions. 

Bohol Institute of Technology won the trophy 
for having the Biggest Delegation, while Central 
Visayas School of College of Arts, Forestry and 
‘Technology won the inter-school team title. 


Look Younger Than Your Old Photos 


П 
ease МР 
ETE ШААН 


onsen AVNJLASLE IN BACOLOD, CEBU, олио, ANB LONLO. 


ИШ 


Don't miss this opportunity, Be a part of t 


CAICOS 

CA CO мес Headgears Apareis, Uniforms Bags, Health Food, Food Supplements Proiecte Gears, Wales Gloves Eyewear Games а 
О ЭЎ Mobile Phones Electronic Organizers, Окуга Cameras, Watches МРЗ / WMA Players Ke, Laser, Lights 
ASTE Ans Саг. Bead and wey Motels Cra Novelties Collectibles Doll Making Models Tools, Books, Cande Crafts, Сийип 
Moe keiton iiemet Sun. Animal Breeding, Fishing, Flower Arranging. Gardening, Fim Making, Singing, Dancing, Shopping 
Пипи ет Pals Hotels, Restaurants Resorts Bore Health Clubs Spas, insurance, Anes Luggage, Travel Agences Others Franchising, 
lcormenarication Publication and Services 

iry, pls. contact: Paul or Elmer 


5/FThe Reliance Center No.99 E Rodriguez Jr. Ave., Brgy. Ugong, Розі City, Metro Manilo, Philippinos 1608 
Tel.No.: [632] 672-2870 to 77 * Fax: (437) 672-2890 to 92 * апай soles@odexhibirinc.com 
China Hongkong / Macau: Contact по. +8613925203701 - Representative: Mr. Michael Mai 


||| 
Vil 


і 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


no 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER e à 


SPORTS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006 


Super Bowl: Slick offense battles blitz defense today 


DETROIT—MIKE HOLMGREN WAS THE 
quarterbacks’ coach and later offensive 
coordinator of the 49ers in the 1980s, 
running Bill Walsh's west coast offense. 

Dick LeBeau was the Bengals’ defensive 
coordinator trying to devise ways to stop 
the rhythmic passing game that would be- 
come the rage in the NFL. 

During a cross-country airplane ride, 
LeBeau scribbled some ideas on a napkin, 


and the zone blitz was born. 

LeBeau, 68, and in his second stint as 
Steelers defensive coordinator, deploys an 
elaborate scheme based on ever-changing 
fronts with three down linemen and four 
linebackers. Safeties, comerbacks and 
linebackers ЫЙ the quarterback with line- 
men dropping into coverage. 

LeBeau revealed the scheme in 1989 
against Holmgren and the 49ers in Super 


Bowl XXIII. The Bengals lost 20-16 when 
Joe Montana led an 11-play, 92-yard touch- 
down drive in the dosing minutes. But 
LeBeau!s zone blitz was here to stay. 
Holmgren’ offense has evolved over the. 
years, but it relies heavily on the principles of 
the west coast attack. LeBeau has quick, ver- 
satile players such as linebacker Joey Porter 
and safety Troy Polamalu who are equally 
dangerous rushing the passer as in coverage. 


“They are built defensively first, but we 
are built offensively first,” Seahawks offen- 
sive coordinator Gil Haskell said. "So that’s 
ahell ofa batte right there.” 

Sowho has the edge? 

Consider the wreckage the Steelers de- 
fense has left behind in the playoffs. It 
knocked Bengals quarterback Carson 
Palmer out of the game early in a 31-17 vic- 
tory Then it toppled the two hottest quar- 


terbacks in the АРС, the Colt? Peyton Man- 
ning (21-18) and the Broncos’ Jake Plum- 
mer (34-17). 

Because of the Steelers! ability to dis- 
guise their blitzes, the Seahawks offensive 
line, running backs and receivers will have 
tobeontheir game. NYT News Service 

SuperBowl on TV: ESPN—7 am. ve, 8:30 pum. re 
бау; Sports Pus—7 a.m. Ive, 7 pm. replay (1 p. e- 
lay on Feb. 12) 


Чг EE JUANA LHUILLIER 


4 MONTHS AFTER HAIR TRANSPLANT 


9 MONTHS AFTER HAIR TRANSPLANT 


100% Natural 
100% Permanent 
100% Мо Maintenance} 


{ If it took 10 - 15 years for you to lose 
your hair, doesn't mean it has to 
| take a long time to get it back! 


„А Please visit your nearest 
5 Cebuana Lhuillier | 5 
P А. Pineda Medical Clinic 
> |4 Branch for details Sulle 612 Medical Towers Makati, Rufino Street 
Legaspi Vilage, Makat! Ciy 
< MANILA 8130691 = DAVAO 2212682 
‘www pinedahair.com 


Carter helps Nets 
snap Heat streak 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JER- 
sey—Vince Carter had his sec- 
ond career triple-double with 28 
points, 13 rebounds and 10 as- 
sists Saturday to lead the New 
Jersey Nets past the Miami Heat, 


105-92. 

Richard Jefferson added 26 points and Clif- 
ford Robinson scored a season-high 23 in a rare. 
start for the Nets (24-21), who won their 10th 
straight home game. 

Miami (29-19), which had its four-game win- 
ning streak snapped, trailed the entire game. 
Dwyane Wade led the Heat with 31 points and 
Shaquille O'Neal was held to 11, his fourth-low- 
est total ofthe season. 

In other games, Washington whipped Atlanta, 
98:85; Orlando tripped Boston, 100.91; 
Philadelphia nicked Cleveland, 100-95; Indiana. 
suprised Detroit, 93-85; New Orleans upset the 
ТА Lakers, 106-90; Milwaukee dumped Ме 
phis, 88-78; Dallas routed Seattle, 110+ 
Phoenix clubbed Chicago, 118-101; Denver 
nipped Portland, 105-104 and Golden State 
crushed Minnesota, 109-77. 


In Orlando, Florida, 
Dwight Howard and 
Steve Francis each 
scored 18 points, as 
the Magic beat the 
Boston Celtics. 

In Cleveland, Allen 
Wemon scored 34 
points in his retum to 
the Philadelphia lineup 
and did what he always 
does against ће Cavs 

Iverson, who has 
had some of .his | 
biggest games against 
the Cavaliers, missed ! 
the previous (ош CARTER 
games with sore an- 
йез. But all it took was another game in Cleve- 
land to get the All-Star guard feeling better. 

Chris Webber added 26 points, hitting a key 
jumper inthe final minute. 

In Oklahoma City, Desmond Mason scored 21 
points, Chris Paul added 19 points and 13 assists, 
and New Orleans moved ahead of Los Angeles in 
the Western Conference standings. AP 

МВА on TV. Utah vs Sacamento-—8 ал. №, 8 рл re- 
ву, Solar Sports. Houston vs Now York 70 pum. RPN-9 
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Morales 


From pago A24 
1975. 


CLEAN LiviNG 


Manolo Е. Iñigo | ‘Morales may have to 

s resort to voodoo or oth- 
er untried means in his 
forthcoming battle 
against the weighing 
scales. 

"Whether he would 
be able to normally 
trim down to 130 Ib for 
the dream rubber- 
match with Pacquiao 
will again be a topie of 
serious debate 

‘But, come to think of 
it, didn't Pacquiao also 
suffer a stoppage after 
losing to the weighing 
scales when he was 
stripped of his WBC fiy- 
weight title on the eve 
of his defense against 
Medgoen 3 Battery 
of Thailand in 1999? 

Ar least, in Pac- 
quiacs case, he humbly 
admitted defeat and 
next moved to the su- 
per bantamweight divi- 
sion. 

In batting for a third 
encounter with Pac- 
quiao, Morales will be 
gunning for the impos- 
sible, 

But this doesn't nec- 
essarily mean Pacquiao 
would enjoy another 
punching picnic if and 
when Pacquiao- 
Morales Part 3 pushes 
through. 


PCAP tilt 
sets 65 tiffs 


ATOTAL of 65 fights are 
lined up today in the. 
third eg of the Pinoy 
Cockers Association of 
the Philippines (PCAP) 
5-cock derby series at 
the Makati Coliseum. The 
event Is sponsored by B- 
Meg Derby Ace Premium 
Formula, Meanwhile, a 
3-cock derby is also slat- 
ев on Wednesday with a 
cash pot of P200,000. 


Pacquiao 


event today 
THE ELIMINATION 
round of the Pacquiao 
Big Event 8-cock derby 
unfolds today atthe 
San Juan Coliseum, 
Manny Pacquiao Is co~ 
‘sponsor of the derby, 
which wl be presented 
by the Gentlemen Cock- 
ars Association of the 
Philippines (GCAP) and 
SJC management. 
Sponsor ts Sagupan 
Complexor 3000, 


DUE to lack of space, Manolo figo column, 
Cean Living, wil see print tomorrow. — Ей 


Dubai golf: Tiger 
has share of lead 


DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES—TIGER 
Woods’ blew his chance to win the Dubai 
Desert Classic five years ago on the 18th 
hole—sending a ball into the drink. 

‘On Saturday, he capped a classic rally on 
the same hole's sprawling green to grab а 
share of the lead. 

“Тез a pretty funky hole,” said Woods, who 
played it this time with a strategic ricochet- 
shot, netting him a birdie for a S-under 67 
that put his name atop the leaderboard with 
Danish journeyman Anders Hansen. 

Retief Goosen, who was the co-leader after 
two rounds with Hansen, carded а 70 to fall 
one stroke ofthe расе ак 1S-under. АР 


NAGULAT ANG LAHAT SA 
LAKAS AT TIBAY NG MGA 
SUNTOK NI PACMAN NG 
PATUMBAHIN NYA 
Si MORALES... 

“9 


^ EDO 


MAY NAKAKABIT NA 
BATERYANG MOTOLITE 
SA PWET NI PACMAN!!! 


MABUHAY KA PACMAN! 
MABUHAY ANG PINOY! 
MATIBAY ANG PINOY! 


а led arta ! 


Malayo ang mararating 
kahit di mo Tubigan! 


сатав - А =т=. 


foes toi 


CANRYBOY PHILIPPINES INC Sol Alva ои 
of Garuna снин 


No d бини cornar Macon Sa? so Ci) 


stor Seno orcas 740-0525 or 30, 


Cars, VANS = SUVs Trunks, BUSES, JEEPNEYS & ADVE MOTORCYCLES, SCOOTERS & JET SKIS 
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Text us your feedback: 
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RODNEY Argent 
(left, here with Colin 
Blunstone) fondly 
remembers Manila's 
“brightly decorated 
open jeeps.” 


т т "ал she 4042590, Foal Supe 
котин = js bres о јој Сы menn Sour 


Were Before’ 


Zombies co-founder tells the story 
of one of the most endearing 
among the ‘British Invasion’ bands 
of the 1960s 


By Pocholo Concepcion professionals with a recording 
Contributor contract, and 1 think [band 
mate] Chris White felt the same. 


PART FROM THE even made sure that I applied 
fetching vocals of t% late to be acoepted at the úi 
а е ne teret ш 

n Bi , it "Нез Beat “Talent Contest" 
was the distinctive key- (1964), which offered as top 
board work of original co- prize а recording contract with 
founding member Rod- ананаса 

; ic career. The others were 

ney Argent that made the having a great time but were less 
Zombies one of the most sure that their paths ahead lay 
endearing among the thatway and didn't make the de- 
“British Invasion" bands cision until we actually won the 


of the 1960s. contest. 


The group returns to the icto. TUE 
Philippines after 39 years toper- “She d 
form on Feb. 10 at the Hard e ле сан еді 
Rock Cafe іп Makati, Feb. У) ам atre 
13 at the Araneta Coli- а 
seum in Quezon Ciy, INQUIRER What inspired these 
and Feb. 14 at the pest - 
Yoares Genter in Aw EXCLUSIVE "she's, Not There 
tipolo. 

Tn this exchange with Inguinen Ее 

and 1 did it specifically for our 

Entertainment, Argent reveals fy session at Decca. With all 


how the group created a sound 
фә Ви пете ative aad pow (16 рса And кикрик 
erfulall these years. ч ри. җук Тю усы 
ы write а song that we'll record and 
What crucial musical elements Sound great and become а huge 
produced the signature Zom- Mt” When theppened, Iwas de; 
Bis somite lighted, but not really surprised 
Cue erucial element was the ‘cause that was what I expected! 
incredibly wide range of music Looking back now, Pm amazed. I 
[that] we loved—elements of Mow how many things have o 
jazz and classical, along with the be Just right before you get a hit 
inore usual influences of blues 7ecord. The producer and engi- 
more паша) ТЫ, for example | Deer have to be great, the song 
Püdied two albums by Miles ћаз to suit the band and fit the 
Балы agina of Blue” and “Miles Singer а glove, The timing of 
Аксай” which were released the release has to be perfect and ў 
(jus as the Zombies were start, YOU bave to get media exposure nue 


| 
fusi ashe Zombies were start, We were incredibly lucky on all || ШШ 4 


ii . In the US for instance, 
jazz guitarist Pat Metheny told COUPE 4 а 
me he loved the “modal” feel of the Beatles had just burst the шт 


"hes Not There" [That] came Sates wide open for the new 2 енк 

about, I think, because Thad lis- Wave of British bands, “she’s Not O No \ 

tened so much to Miles Davis’ex- There” happened to come ‘along 

periments at the time. at exactly the right moment for 

usto follow through and goright dn V. , р 

Unlike the Beatles whose lead- (9 ће top of the charts. j i i í 

a Lennon had been de, “Time of the Season" came he on 4 way to enjoy wine this Valentine 5 ay. 

termined to make itto the “top tree years later. The inspiration ы " bs 

of the topper-most,” the Zom- came from the Smokey Robinson Romance is in the air. Let Novellino wines set the mood for that lovin? feeling - 

Мез considered breaking up 5018 “Tracks of My Tears.” We РЕК б d. 

еп before it began recording, Used to play this song onstage, rich, bold, refreshing. Romance has never tasted so good, 

Why? and for ages 1 thought the lyric 
‘The band members had differ- WaS, "Its the time of che season 

ent ideas. 1 wanted more than (0 "ace the tracks of my tears,” 


anything else for us to become 


SHOW WE! 226. 


Get а chance towin } 
P100,000 ! 
every week for 10 weeks! x 
Plus Nokia phones, iPod Shuffles, 


a Creative Muvo Chameleon and 
, an Intel Pentium D PCI 


legister'noiiland , ~ 
ECPAT c 
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ing, rehashing and 
even exhuming some 
old formats and sto- 
ries that should have 
been left to rest in 
pieces. 

Of course, these 
morethinking tanks ali- 
bi is that nostalgia is 
what viewers want to 
feel and see these days, 
so thats what our TV 
people ше dishing 
ош-іп huge, кухо 
heaps. 

Thats why the old 
radio sudses, “Gulong 
ng Palad,” has been 
dusted off for its current 
reincamation on TV For 
ihe umpteenth time, 


the hoary old, rich poor 


Балу > 
Кз ШЕЕ 


зе 2RTHURA / CHEAPER BY THE 
потен 


DERAILED 
[3 


WALK THE LINE 
[7] 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati 

"айттап Center, Chino Roce vc. 

Hans ra Pil Piar, atl Шу 
Td 81642148164216 

ШТІ 

ЕТЕ 

уенин 


PROOF 


тпай 


LEST 


Mandaluyong] e. 7268160 
3 өше 


ПЕТ. 


5 ГЕТЕ 


metropol 
star 


om theca gh 


(rema! 


(ALABAN tel. вв, зза 
өше 

темір 

шоооядне 
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^ THECHRONICLES OF NARNIA 


p 
2 ZATRURA 


Е AHEAD 


PACIFIC MALL 
< CINEMAGIC 
сталне грата 
ЕЯ 
SANG 
nesenven 
теле 


(бора 9503571 or 72 


los зиме 


ie zamu 
За THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 


Hewes WALK THE LINE 


Senn, UODORAE 
база DERAILED 
Teamen wes oun Ао 
ізі 


9089] CHEAPER BY THe DOZEN-2 


DoNTGNEUP ONUS 


nen UunpeRWoRLo-2 


Blue deve 


DERAILED 
ZATHURA 
‘BLOODRAYNE 
RESERVED. 


SUPER CINERAMA 
Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto 
tel 7334228 
 UNDERWORLD-2 
DERAILED 
DONTGNEUP ONUS 
Sta 
LODDRATNE 


IX 
gesti) Р] 


‘THE MAN 
THE MAID 

LAGOT KA SA RUYAKO 
RESERVED 


Pasa) t3 530 8333274 
unane ти 

DERAILED 

оордун 


Center Mall Cinema 
Baguio Center Mal, Magsaysay Avenue 
(aul City e 74 (448248) 


1 INTHURA 
2 DERAILED 


Jade Cinema 
(Angeles City) e (45) 087.5001 10 03 
Lamin DERAILED 
2 котов 
За RUHOR HAS TT 

ZATHURA 


(Angeles Cy) tel (045) 887.021. 
DERAILED 

китов 
RESERVED 
RESERVED. 


Seam 


Cine Nepo 


(озер Cy) el 075) 515.8809 
1 FAMILY STONE 
H THEFOG 
зет JUST UME HEAVEN 
Ame OWT GIVE UP ONUS 

Centre Plaza Cinema 

(Balanga, Bataan) tel O47) 232.7007 
1 THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA 
1 EXORCISM OF EMMY ROSE 


Entre iy Walk 2, Extend iy 
cee Ae СЭ tene САЙ 
[rm 


зима 
WALK THE LINE 


DERAILED 


Marie Theatres of tte Kew Milenium 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
‘alanis tel (049) 545.7383 


DONTGNEUP ON Us 
ZATHURA 


DERAN ED 
THEMAD 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Ban) tel. (49) 4111146 
THEMAD 

орада 

ТАТНА 

понтеме0Р ONUS 


Cinema 2000 Ginemagix 
(Urdaneta)te{075) 568.6771 


1 теке 
2 SHAKE RATILE & ROLL 
Sens LAGOT KA SAKUYAKO 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
Тыш) tl (045) 982.1728 

1 DOMO 
H DONTGIVEUP ONUS 
deem CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN-2 
Аз THÉCHRONCLES OF NARNIA 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Piae ари 735.3320 

1 ZATHURA 
2 DERAILED 
‘Say STONE SHARE ATHE G ROLL 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(барап) 


PSN 
AKO LEGAL WIFE 


Lianas Cinema 
(Posi) te 6404748 


THE CHRONICLES OF НАША. 
HIGH RISK 


Lianas Cinema 
(Natang) el 850.276 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY 
Ec 

HAUNTED SPIRIT 


Lianas MovieCity 
(cans tet (099) 545.7202 
шенде 

отан Ue ON US 
ЕЕН 


[6d 
THE MAD 


Fiesta World Mall. 
(Lipa) e (3) 38.0790 


FOUR BROTHERS 
IATIUBA 
RUMOR MAS IT 
DERAILED 


Berma Cinema 

(омы) t 5208/80208 
1 ШІ” 
1 umane тюм 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


RREFEN • • оо 


social and romantic dichotomy is being trotted out 


‘And, set to open this month is “Komiks,” an an- 
thology show that retells the stories of old fitm hits 


The past should be remembered, not exhumed 


WHAT'S LOCAL TELEVISION COME TO? 
Network think tanks have largely stopped for yet another tum around the park. 
coming up with original concepts, and now 

content themselves with reviving, resurrect- 


like “inday Bote" and “Blusang him.” 

Ifthis rehashed material tums out to be popular 
with viewers, what would it say about us? That we 
havent moved an inch forward in our viewing 
prefences in the past 25 years? 


2ND WEEK 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND Ub. 


1 That’sa sad and sony 
realization that could 


MTVe.com & SPIKE Game Awards 


help explain why westil VIEWFINDER 


| 
| 
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"Toms 
RAIDER. 


RESIDENT 


=VAMPIRE, 


Lusnxc 
For Reve 


IKRISTANNA LOKEN 


STAR OF " TERMINATOR 3" 


a 
MICHELLE RODRIGU 
“grax or SWAT а "Крот Ev 


Basto он mi Poruus MAJESCO Vito 
Bor, Сан: Cune & PS2 


МА ИЕ РМ Е аш; 
7 “CYBER VixEN OF THE YEAR” 2 


canit get our act together 
as a nation, to solve the 
problems that have con- 
fronted us for, lo, these. 
‘many years. 

Our TV people should 
realize that they cant 
just feed off viewers’ 
‘weaknesses, but should 
motivate them to focus 

ón their — ———— — — 


Oh, please. Maybe viewers think they want this 
because you dont give them anything else. 

Television is so powerful and persuasive that it 
can create needs, so viewers shouldn't be blamed 
for what we see on that small screen. 

Nostalgia has become the “in” thing today be- 
‘cause some TV people re too lazy to come up with 
original material. Its much easier to simply reheat 
and rehash old movie or TV formats that have 
proven popular in the past. 

However, TV people are so focused on trounc- 
ing the competition that they're bent on getting top 
ratings with any kind of show. If rehashed material 
does that for them, fine—and never mind its stag- 
nating effect on both viewers and the TV industry. 

This being the case, viewers have to step in and 
let TV people know that they want to see greater 
creativity on the small screen, Fewer boobs on the 
tube, please. 


Giselle Sanchez 

Singer-commedienne Giselle Sanchez heats up 
a heady musical brew at Siete Pecados at the 
Philippine Plaza at 9:20 p.m. on Feb. 8, 

She shares the stage with her very special guest, 
Dr Margie Holmes, call 551-5555. 


Love on Nickelodeon 

‘The Nickelodeon Channel gets bitter by the love 
bug this month, with its special four-day celebra- 
tion leading up to 


OPENS FEBRUARY 81 


Valentines Day From 
Feb. 11 to 14, Nick will 
be featuring love- 


менее РЕЗ". 


themed episodes in its 
shows in its "Blooming 
Nick’ special. You can 
join by sending in your 
artwork plus a dedica- 
tion to your special 
someone and you may 
Just see it on “Blooming 
Nick” 

More Nik news: 
TEENICK features your 
favorite liveaction se- 
ries, like "Drake and 
Josh” and ‘Naturally 
Sadie.” On weekends, 
catch Jamie Iyn 
Spears in "Zoey 101," 
and get school survival 
tips from "Ned's Declas- 
sified School Survival 
Guide.” 

‘And Spongebob 
Square Pants will “dis- 
appear" for six weeks, 
and everybody in Bikini 
Bottom wil go on а 
frantic search. Viewers 
сап also panicpate in 
the search. For more de- 
velopments, log on to 
wwwnickplat.com. 


Aning Sining 

‘The NCAA launches 
National Art Month to- 
day with its “Ani ng Sin- 
ing” show at Rizal Park. 

Performers include 
the Cordillera Ethnic 
‘Music Ensemble, Celso 


Dream Academy, Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Choir, 
St Louis University Glee 
Club, Philippine Madri- 
gal Singers, Makiling 
Ensemble and UP 
Singing Ambassadors. 


“STEVEN SPIELBERG'S BOLDEST FEAT YET’ 


TIME MAGAZINE 


Tii токтум ситу 197, 
AS TI км нокту WER 
aou v ni Minn vno 
TuS is тшк STOKY OF 
WHAT HAPPENED SEX 
Dani 


Best Picture 
Best Director 
Best Adapted Screenplay 
Best Film Editing 
Best Original Score 


MUNIC 


wwe ERIC BANA 
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nting, 
Sandy, Nora and Vi 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“MY CHILDREN KNOW THE ILL EFFECTS OF 
drugs. always remind them that drugs almost 
ruined my life and that they should always have 
а strong conviction against drugs," said actor 
Christopher de Leon, а self-confessed former 
drug user who is said to have kicked the habit. 

Christopher has four kids with actress Sandy 
‘Andolong—Rafael, 23, Miguel, 20, Gabriel, 17 
and Michaela, В. Actors Lotlot, an and Matet are 
his children with Nora Aunor 

“Kids nowadays think differently I ry to under- 
stand their quirks, know their likes and dislikes 
and simply be their barkada. I encourage them to 
do what they do best,” Christopher told a group of 
entertainment writers in a gathering last week. 

‘The actor said he feels strongly about being 
part of Gabriel Fernandez's “Nasaan Si Francis", 
а dark comedy that tackles drug addiction, 

Tn the movie, Christopher plays Rocky, a drug 
dealer looking for Francis (Еру Quizon) to collect 
опа drug debt. The film also features Paolo Con- 
1% Ricky Davao, Rita Avila, Angel Locsin, Rio Loc- 
sin, Tanya Garcia, Julia Clarete, Michael de Mesa, 
‘Mark Gil and musicians Rico Blanco and Karl Roy. 


Таке 7 
) Fives 


pum: 


Ialways 
remind my 
children 
that drug 
abuse 
almost 
ruined 

Are you a strict father? my life 
‘There have been instances when I had to be 


strict, But most of the time, Tm just like my chil- 2771 
dren's friend. ae 


Between you and Sandy, who is the stricter par- 
en? 42 


"That would be me. Si Sandy lang ang laging 
pumuputak sa kanila (laughs). Luckily, 1 dont 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 
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nvm 


Dip JAN. 31, was a red-letter day for Bamboo's Las Piñas 
fans, many of whom reserved seats for the band's gig at 
You Fad's. Turnout was so huge, that reservations wore 
cancelled summarily to accommodate walk-ins. Reser- 
KNOW... vation fees were retumed—but hey, that's not the point 
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687-6963 


POWER PLANT 


C IN EMA 


Rockwell Center, Makati City ТӘ. No: 8981430-41 
иннининнинннннинннии 
ZATHURA 


b CHEAPER BY THE 
42:30,2:45,5:00, 
725590 


DOZEN 


WALICTHE LINE 
613 

GP 

110,320,530,7:40,9:50 


2:20,6:00,7:40,10:20 


PROOF 


BLOODRAYNE 
PG13 n. 
1:00,3:15,5:30,7:45,10.00. 


135345555, 
805045 


DERAILED 
R13 
110230550, 
8101030 


WOES NO SCREENING SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO HUGE WITHOUT PRER NOTE FOR VERFKATEN CALLE ЧИ 


ARANETA CENTER 


esateiilay мл. pm 


"have a problem with my kids concerning drugs. 
THE ONLY CINEPLEX 


Why would people want to see this movie? THE COUNTRY: 


Фин ЕТО) 


play, “Din si Francis?” This is a бїт shot using | DERAILED 
35mm camera and then converted to high defini- | — zuoreormaor ee 
tion (recording format) for easy editing, just like 
Episode 1 of “Star Wars.” Two days ago, T had to 
pause when somebody asked, ‘ls this an indie 
film?’ Its actually a commercial flm produced by 
an independent film outfit, 

For me, one of the come-ons was the fact that 
Td be working with Epy and Rico 


Теа fun film. Is actually based on the Visayan I 


ТИ | 
ТЯ 
АНША 


WALK THE LINE 


T 
PROOF 
180/245 (500/716 9.20 


UNDERWORLD 2 
1230/25075101720190 


ЕЛДЕП 


BLOODRAYNE 
100/3101520/730 940 


DERAILED 1301400 
WALK THE LINE 615/900. 


LITLE MANHATIAN | CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
тизин 90 | 1250/30078107720/930| "13041016501930 


L 


Why did you agree to play support to a first- 
time actor like Rico? 
Just watch the film, The material is so good, 1 


мл. СІМЕМАЅ 


couldn't say no. I don't mind playing support. 

їп fact, I sometimes lower my talent fee to help 
a movie that 1 really believe in. All the actors in 
"Blue Moon” (directed by Joel Lamangan for Re- 
gal Films), for example, took discounted fees. We 
should all do our share, When the industry is back 


SAW 2 
185/206 415 625 


DONT GIVE UP ON 
1245/3:15/505/515 


DERAILED К 
TEN 
us 20 BLOODRAYNE 

маты | 


UNDERWORLD 2 
је 1401 400) 6:20 640 


ре) ші SDDS 


Cn its feet, we can demand bigger fees again. prse 
Given the chance, what kind of material would 
you like to direct? 

Td like to discuss the conflicts of war. It doesn't 
have to be a really expensive project: 1 Ше the 
idea of doing a film similar to "Bagong Buwan” ог 
"Platoon" 


Do you still have a 
dream role? 


lease call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to wwwrticketnet.com.ph 


PBA FIESTA CONFERENCE | FOREVER AFTER - REGINE & OGIE IN CONCERT 
FEBRUARY 8 - CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS 


FEBRUARY 10 & 11, FRI & SAT. 8 pm 


Td like to portray a 
soldier. Ive never done 
that. 


Did you ever wish to 
be a soldier in real 
Ше? 

Тат a soldier. Tm a 


weekend soldier of the 
Philippine Navy On 
weekends, my group 
and I don uniforms and 
do social work. This 
complements my work 
for Oasis of Love, which 
is mostly on the spiritu- 
al level. The Navy and 
the Oasis of Love con- 
duct combined mis- 
sions. 


What do you consider 
your most memo- 
Table film? 


Ngunit Kulang” Sec- 
ond is"Blue Moon,” Бе 
cause its very hean- 
warming. “Ipag- 
patawad Mo” with Vil- 
ma (Santos) is also spe- 
cial to me, Vi is one of 
my favorite onscreen 

ers. We have 
chemisuy. She's a very 
selfless actor. 


Can you say the same 
about Nora? 

Nora is a very effec- 
tive actress. There was 
atime when she would 
just stare at you and 
you'd melt Ive not spo- 
ken with her since she 
left for the States, but 
our kids and I talk alot. 


2, 


То win premiere tickets and MMS phones ju 
("амал Si Fran- 
а", produced by Unitel 
Pictures and distributed 
by Unico Entertainment, 
will beshown in theaters 
starting Feb. 25) 


From REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC and ОМА, 


E АМ 
a film by МАС C. ALEJANDRE 


OVE 


‘OU 


Now that love has begun, can they mako love lost forever? 


ЕТУМОВК FILMS, INC 
st text: ALWAYS ОМ о 4627 for Smart 


ZATHURA MIRCD.GP 
[1 | 320,750 
CHEAPER BY THE 
DOZEN2 мтясв ое 

120640 1000 
DERAILED 


1 
WALK THE LINE W: 
MTRCB рала i 
120,420,7-10. 1000 Й 
SAW 2 
MTRCB ‘Reta 
1120, 3.30, 640. 7.60, 10:00 


A Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
‘Treat your family and friends to a thriling movie experiencé 
опу at the Shang, 
спота Treats - for Cinemas 1.2.3 and 4 
Promiera Rewards - for the Promiero Thontre 


37851. е 171 or 6: 
4735 for more detis 


1050, 105,220 
538. 150, 1610 


PROMEN. 


ж бейил jos lll 


rum SE 


воле 102006 вовву sou. 
FEBRUARY 112008 E 


az YOU MIL МЕ 
ISABELA RICHARD MERCK, 


3RD WEEK 


33 YEARS OF AGE AND UP|" 


OR? 


um 
yh 


a x * 


ШИ. 
DIGE EN. 
CHOP ER 


JIGSAW IS BACK 
TO DISH QUT MORE TERROR. | 


ч 


Ohyes..There will he blond. 


THE FIRST REAL SCARE FOR ‘06 
NOW SHOWING 


FOXTROT 
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BY BILL AMEND 


Ckelief ете 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006 


BY JESS ABRERA 


I'M So PSYCHED! FINALLY 
А Good Book To READ 
FOR ENGLISH CLASS! 


WHAT'S 
THE 
Book? 


т FORGET THE 
TME. 
u} wars т 

‘ABOUT? 


т DON'T KNOW. 
THAVENT 
STARTED т. 


T's ONLY 
How Do You 110 PAGES 
KNOW IT'S LONG. 

воо, THEN? 


Е... ВАТ. 


PARA 
NADUWAG NGAYONE, 


SA MGA 


KANG. 
(222740522 


ANY EVIDENCE 
LINKING МЕ TO 

THIS CRIME 

15 PURELY 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL, 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


HIND! мо Kast 
NAIINTINDIHAN LZ AT HINAHABOL АКО 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


Alp 150060 O 
pace Your 
Г 


LUNCHES 


NN! ‘AND Жи! 


BOT MATS OF Because T 
эвт REMEMBERED WT were 
ОЛСЕ Fr GUTTER 


(rug oux тае TM ЕбЛАЕЫГ 
AT MOORE Б INEFFCIENGY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


Q 


T 
BELIEVE 
I MADE 
MY POINT. 


[оор news.D' т 
Got US А toP-OF 
THe-LiNe SWAMI! 


нер 


THIS SWAM: SHOULD 


AND Re-FoufS OUR 


us Ее-А55655 
ве FoUND! 


WHAT WAS онсе | 
Lost wit Soon 


он, тневе 
Чоо Аве 


THE 
EVOLUTION 
OF MAN 
AFTER 
TELEVISION 
was 
INVENTED 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're extremely well-liked by those who know you. You have great people skills. (You also want to 


‘be popular) Your charm, good looks and easygoing lack of pretension always win the day You і 


trust 


Birthdate of: Ronald Reagan, US president/actor; 


uth, baseball legend 
ARIES (March 21 to 
EX) Ато: Conversations 
M others are Поп 
Mating and exciting, You 
; might encounter entire 
few beliefs that blow your min 
ou love pioneering fresh territory 
бла new thoughts) 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): toot new in 
formation is coming at 
E you today. And irs hot 
: Там! st Youre so 
excited about some. 
ding ypu want to re oes ow 
put 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
Sune 20): This is an ex- 
citing day for you Бе. 
Saut you adore lap 
ing new things. (Bright, 

shiny objects intrigue you) People 

from other cultures and different 

Backgrounds will teach you some- 


thing today. 
search. You're deter 


mined to get to the bot- 


tom, of something. You want the 
‘ruth! 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): This is a great 
‘day to do any kind of re- 


: DAILY CROSSWORD 


2 across 


1 Load luggage 


5 Вал raval 
base, _ Нон 


10 Collee shop 
14 Muscular 


сес 


15 Сеск 
2. seraicher 


Leave out 
Evening School 


event 
19 Bushy Чо 


20 Third word of 
the Constitution 


21 FIX specialists 


123 NFL gans 
524 Talis urget 


06 Lecherous look 
227 Consider 


528 Facts and 


figures 
31 LLD holder 


34 Hold In respect 
36 Puton 


37 Adores 
39 Cup rim 


40 Singer Bonnie 
42 Alport inio 
43 Gushed with 


By Norma Steinberg 
‘San Francisco, СА 


3 Pandemonium 


4 Jack or Jeremy 


5 Three Rivers 


payer 


quote 
че Calf. neighbor 6 Feine 


51 Fashlona 
52 MacGraw and 


Baba 
53 Was oft ide 


7 Ele увео. 
8 french badge 
9 Sharp-comered 
10 Covered wan a 


6 Plato or thin layer 


Aisle T1 Аат clock 


59 Büof stays feature 


81 Designer 
2 Chnstan 
32 Chophouse 


32 Discharge 
13 Напон rival 
18 Otherwise 
22 More recent 


2 чета 


54 Memo heading 


25 Egg creation 
285 Artin 


27 Color changer 


ЕО 


28 Abrogate 

29 белер 

30 Colonia insects 

31 Gunness of 
"Star Wars" 

32 оглу pet 

33 News honchos 

35 Viaity 

38 Boer mug 

41 Wood shaper 

44 Worked up 
about 


Holtynood 
DOWN 


1 LU Abnor’s dad 
2 Benoved 


A 


46 Longest galt 
cus 
(ји 
Sour" 


52 Tropical izard 
5 Маву 
Dlockade 


il 
| 


54 The least bt 
55 Clcked one's 


's access 

57 Fork part 

58 Competont 

60 Ри away 

53 Homers 
neighbor 


^ 


ire confidence and 


ип пез Expect increased time alone in the year ahead so that you can leam or study something important. 
Bob Marley, reggae singer/songwriter; George Herman "Babe" 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Conversations wit 
others are revealing in a 
profound мау You 
could meet someone 
who actually changes the way you 
think. Possibly, you'll do this for 
someone else. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You want to 
get rid of whatever is ex 
Ша and nonessential. 
This is a great day to. 

cycle, give away, sell or junk what 

you no longer need. Just do it. 

@ liaisons, artistic, diver- 
sions and work with 

children are deeply profound and 


mesmerizing. You're totally caught 
upin what you're doing today. 
sations with family 


members will reveal 


deep truths. 


о 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Vacations, profes- 
sional sports, romantic 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Family secrets 
might surface today. One 
thing is certain: Conver- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You might 
Set hung up on a partie- 
шг ded today It could 
make you want to sell, 
influence or propagandize your е: 
liefs. Shouting doesn't make people 


hear you any better 
thing today You're ob- 


sessed! This is not how 


you like to handle your money. 
Think twice before you act. 
cially if it is hidden or 


2 


very preoccupied or fascinated by 
something. You're like dog with a 


bone. 
enal today. I's as if you 


have X-ray vision. Go af- 


teranything you want to know more 
about. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You feel al- 
most compulsive about 
wanting 10 buy some- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is a good 
time to begin any new 
kind of adventure, espe- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Your ability 
to ferret out the truth of 
the situation is phenom- 


IIKROKOSMOS 

МАХ, MULA NGAYON, AYoko 
МА PONG MALIGO, PARA 
MAKA TIPID SA TUBIG’ 


BUNSDY, HIND! GANON- 
NARE-RECYCLE ANG 
TUBIG SA РАВА 
NIO SA MGA DAGAT 

АТ SA PAG: ААМ, 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


MABUTI PA, HUWAG FA 
NA LANG HUMINGA , SAYANG 
LANG SA HANGIN Е! 


“THESE THINGS, 
Take SOME Tine 


АКОН! TSK! 54, 
KABILANG BUILDING PA KASI 
18ANG CR. © BABAE ЕН. 
THRE! PARATI NA LANG SIRA 
теа CR. TODITS SAMIN? 


иене 
КТ NGAYON KA 24 
PUTA WALA 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


F HREH paepurusa ма NAMANG 
LRA е HUMPAY: MATIRA 
MATIBAY? GUIDE ME, o DIRS 
SA HAHARAPIN KONG PRESUBOK™ 

+ BUHUSAN N30 Fo NG PIETRA 
ONG DAAN Ne JEREMY T KAMAA 
у TRONo Ne. 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


SANA, ЈАЈА, KING PAPALITAN, 
NG ртм FEM OF 


ЅАМР ITULAD МИА 
NCH KIT 
FRENCHY, 


MRA И Ave 
име NATIN АТ MAG- 
TAYONG 

ee a | 


Дебра 


NIA): 


ROUNDUP 


Breakup 

AUSTIN, TEXAS— 
Lance Armstrong and 
Sheryl Crow have 
split, the couple an- 
nounced in a joint 
statement on Friday. 

The  seven-time 
Tour de France 
champion and the 
rock star announced 
their engagement in 
September. It would 
have been her first 
marriage and his sec- 
ond. He has three 
children from a pre- 
vious marriage. 

“We ask that ev- 
eryone respect our 
privacy during this 
very difficult time," 
the statement said. 

AP 


5th Potter 
LONDON—A veteran 
Academy Award 
nominee and a 14- 
yearold unknown 
will join the cast of 
ЈК. Rowlings еріс 
Harry Potter series as 
filming begins next 
week on the latest 
movie, producers 
said Thursday. 
"Harry Potter and 
The Order of the 
Phoenix" —with. 
young actor Daniel 
Radcliffe again in the. 
tile _ role—begins 
shooting Monday in 
Hertfordshire. in 
southern England. 
Potter with his at- 
traction to new char- 
acter Luna Lovegood, 
a role taken by 14- 
year-old newcomer 
Evanna Lynch. 
Lynch beat out 
15,000 young rivals 
in an open casting for 
the part. AP 


Tribute 

LOS ANGELES— 
All eyes will be on 
James Taylor 57, 
when he is honored 
as MusiCares Person 
of the Year by the 
Recording Academy 
оп Monday night to 
kick off Grammy 
week. 

“Is going to be 
like some kind of tor- 
ture, Taylor said, 
jokingly. 

Taylor was select- 
ed for, his accom- 
plishments as a musi- 
cian and for his phi- 
lanthropic efforts. He 
has served as a board 
member of the Natu- 
ral Resources De- 
fense Council and 
supported juvenile 
diabetes research. AP 


Canceled 

NEW YORK— 
“Lestat,” the Elton 
John-Bernie Taupin 
musical inspired by 
Anne Rice's “The 
Vampire Chronicles” 
has canceled its first 
two weeks of preview 
performances in New 
York and delayed its 
Broadway opening 
until April 25. 

The musical re- 
ceived scorching re- 
views during its San 
Francisco tryout, 
which ended Jan. 29. 
The San Francisco 
Chronicle called the 
show “didactic, dis- 
jointed, oddly mis- 
‘cast, confusingly de- 
signed and flounder- 
ing in an almost un- 
relentingly saccha- 
rine score by Elton 
John." The San Jose 
Mercury News 
sniffed, “the vampire 
musical showed few 
signsoflife" АР 


Divorce 

105 ANGELES— 
American television. 
actress Heather 
Locklear has filed for 
a divorce from her 
rocker husband 
Richie Sambora, 
lead guitarist for Bon 
Jovi. 

Locklear, 44, cited 
“irreconcilable differ- 
ences” in her attempt 
to end her 11-year 
‘marriage to Sambo- 
ra, 46. AFP 


My Funny Valentine! 
The Comedy of REX NAVARETTE 


Premiere Fil-Am funny man 
Is back to give you loads of laughs! 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUID 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


1 ZATHURA • THX 
1230 250 510 730 950 


622-9116 


6 UNDERWORLD 2 
4210 235 500 725 980 


vee Edsa «February 17 Megamall «February 24) 


SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 3 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 


BUY LOWER BOX TICKET FOR ONLY P550 
Get FREE 1(опе) Rex VCD + med. Popcorn & Drink! 


BUY UPPER BOX TICKET FOR ONLY P450 
Get FREE (one) Rex VCD + small Рорсог & Drink! 


Available at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Megamall, North Edsa, Southmall, and Baguio 


I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 


SM Megamall Cinema 10 
February 6, 2006, 7:00 pm 


Meet-and-Greet the film's cast! 
Richard Gutierrez, Angel Locsin 
Bianca King, Ehra Madrigal, 
Karen Delos Santos 

plus other kapuso stars 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Spectal discounts іс volume purdiasst 


een бералат а Hte сойо 
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ЖІ ENTERTAINMENT 
“How We Were Before’ s. 


n 
AYALA MALLS А 


Lovenall? 


instead of “If you look closer, it’s easy to trace 
the tracks of my tears.” When I found out, I 
* was really disappointed, and vowed to use 
7 е misheard lyric in a song of my own. 
"Time of the Season" was written very quick- 
lyand became the last song ever to 

* ed by the first incarnation of the Zor 
2 One small point of interest, the lines "What's 
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‘She’s Not 
There’ and 
‘Time of 
the Season’ 
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GLORIETTA TOWN 


National Bookstore Scrapbook Event шашу Motor Show 
February 5, 2006 February 10 12,2008 


AYALA 


AYALA CENTER 
CEB 


Cebu Normal University 
Nursing Week 
February 8.2006 


Ayala Greenbelf's Chocolate Festival 
February 9 to 11, 2006 


Repertory Philippines presents NOBODY'S PERFECT 
at REP's Globe Theater - February 3 -5, 2006 
Focinguties, pis. cai 887-0710 


бымен, 


Come & view the 
20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
For inquiries, please cal 757-7117 0 21 oe 29. 
‘Orsi www ayalamuseum org 


Ayala MUSEUM 


AYATA CINEMAS Ex 


Кт succes toes EZ 


МЕ ent uni кы de ju sut BOTT 


опе of my favorite songs of all time, "Sum- 
та? good looking... 
When the band broke up, you and Colin 


Blunstone went on to pursue separate mu- 
sical careers. How do you assess your own 


UNDERWORLD: 


n 
NDERWORL BLOODRAYRE 
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ЗЕ овар 
uen. 


PROOF зай? 


CHEAPER BY 


THEDOZEN 2 ШІ 
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‘DERAILED WALK THE LINE 
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BLOODRAYNE 
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MANHATTAN icis 


Photo Exhlbt 


кезей 
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‘Aang Toon center кот Yara ti 
fala Conor Cab. ази Soe н. 


ААҺАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛАЛА 


All-Digital Cinemas 
Free Seating Cinemas: P90.00 


(Т) WALKTHE LINE 

@ UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION 
(@) BLOODRAYNE 

— 4) DERAILED 


EVENTS! EVENTS! — 


Buy 2 cinema tickets from Feb. 10-19, 2006 
and geta chance to win an instant Valentine prize! 


f e ats; шы 


pops omic arene 
pai 


р — 
J he coun Ва was don ects a pra, Be navega пор 2 ТШ 
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е, who's your daddy, is he rich like 
represent a small nod in the direction of 


are two of 

the biggest 
songs ever 
recorded 


(Your daddy's rich and your ma- 


ichievement in the context of your work 


with the Zombies? 


METROPOLI 


Ern 
1:Saw2 
2: Derailed 
3: Blood Rayne 
A: Underworld 2 


беңің ТІЛЕТІН 


BAMBOO We CONCERT AT ETROPQUS ALABANG ON FEB 14. TP 
СНЕ NADAL VALENTINE CONCERT ТАМИ EOSAON FEB М TPU 
{St NUDEZ E AST SERO WALENTA SAO AT STARUAL LAS PNAS ON FES РИ 


jed 
5: Blood Rayne 


rer FORBLUNTSTONE and Argent, (ош 
i 


Зея | again, though "totally unplanned... feels 
EET potter than ever’ 

Tm proud of a lot 
of the things that 
have occurred at ev- 
ery stage of my musi- 
са] career—and not 
necessarily the most 
successful. For in- 
stance, of course I'm 
proud of the "Argent" 
hits, but my favorite 
recorded moments 
with that band occur 
on the first two al- 
bums, "Argent" and 
“Ring of Hands," 
which are relatively 
unknown. Some of 
the stuff sounds 
great. After "Argent" 
split, 1 felt the need 
to broaden my musi- 
cal base. From 1975- 
2000, 1 was lucky 
enough to be able to 
pursue many differ- 
ent paths—playing 
on other artists 
records like the Who, 


Robinsons Movieworld 
ERMITA 


February 08 (Wednesday) 
Level 4 Cinema Lobby • 3:00PM 


opens February 08 at Robinsons Movieworld 


| Movies of the Year!” 


A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION | Ко woe By 
OPENS FEB.S 


The Sars or “ALEXANDER” & “BATMAN BEGINS” 


ready to play live 
TOGETHER IN ОНЕ Giant. Epic FROM дсалмер Director Terrence Maui. 


“MAGNIFICENT? | 


iy show to raise 
---Merie Wallace 


money for a theater 
NEWSWEEK 


close to where 1 live. 
Colin was in the au- 
dience and, on a 
whim, I asked him 
up on stage to sing a 
couple of songs. It 
felt as if we'd last 
played together two 
weeks before, in- 
stead of over 30 
years, and before we 
knew it, we'd put to- 
gether a fantastic 
band and were tour- 

4 ing and recording 
again! This was to: 
tally unplanned but 
it feels like we are 
completing a circle. 
Playing ^ together 
feels better than ev- 
er 


“те BEST 
HISTORICAL EPIC 
ROMANCE since 
TITANIC! 

one of the BEST 


Ebert & Roeper 


Chicago Sun-Times Describe your most 
memorable то- 
ments when the 
Zombies first 
played in the Philip- 
pines in 1967. 

The first memo- 
rable moment was ar- 
riving, We had по 
idea we were popular 
in the county and 
thought the hundreds 
of people at the air- 
port were there for 
some visiting politi- 
cian! When ме 
turned on the TV, we 
saw other bands 
singing our songs! 
And then the audi- 
ences ... playing to 
many thousands each 
night for 10 nights 
was а great experi- 
ence. Outside [of 
these}, my overriding 
impression on the 


4 ut streets of Manila was 
hundreds of 


2n the 

brightly decorated 

Ew Мок pe 
many kind and 
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NTT to raise stake in 
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STOCK MARKET 


GOLD: $570.50-571.00 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


NIPPON TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CORP 
(NTT), the world’s biggest telecom conglomer- 
ate, is raising its stake in Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. to 20 percent. 


NTT, through subsidiaries NTT 
Communications Ine. and NIT 
DoCoMo, owns 14 percent of the 
local telecom giant. 

PLDT officials said DoCoMo, 
which recently acquired 7 per- 
cent of PLDT from affiliate NTT 
‘Communications, was set to buy 


ап additional 6-percent stake in 
PLDT in the coming months. 
DoCoMo will have to accumu- 
late the shares from the market 
and must take advantage of PLDT 
preferred shares that were being 
converted into common stocks. 
These preferred shares were is- 


sued by PLDT as part of the re- 
structuring of Pilipino Telephone 
Corp. in the late 1990s. 

PLDT said the company could 
not issue new shares because it 
would dilute the holdings of ex- 
isting shareholders. 

PLDT senior vice president 
Annabelle Chua said that more 
than eight million preferred 
shares have yet to be converted 
into common shares. Those hold- 
ing these prelerred shares can 
convert into commen shares be- 
tween now and 2009. 

She said these shares com- 


PLDT to 20% 


Group to acquire shares from the market 


bined would be equivalent to. 
roughly 4-5 percent ofPLDT. | 

Hong Kong-based First Pacific 
Co. Ltd. will remain PLDT's, 
biggest shareholder with a 244 
percent interest. 

“The agreement is for the NTT, 
group to have a slightly smaller stake} 
in PLDT than First Pacific's,” said 
PLDT chair Manuel V Pangilinan. 

Sources said First Pacific and 
the NTT group struck a deal spec- 
ifying that the Japanese group! 
could not own more than 20 рег 
cent of PLDT. 


Oil price worries, politics 
seen to dampen stocks 


RISING OIL PRICES AND CON- 
tinued political noise are expect- 
ad to keep investors wary this 
week despite kicking up a few 
notches last week. 

BPI Trade said in its weekly 
report that crude prices, which 
closed below $65 a barrel, - 
might continue to weigh on the 
market И it moved near $70. 

Rumors of a coup to unseat President Macapagal-Arroyo will also 
keep some market players distracted. 

Last week, the stock market climbed 16.8 points or 0.79 percent to 
2,138.71, boosted by strong economic growth numbers in the fourth 
quarter, higher earnings for banks and the implementation of the VAT 
rate increase to 12 percent last Feb. 1. 

"GDP growth was below the government's target of 5.3 percent but 
it was above the forecasts given by the private sector,” ВРІ Trade said. 

Italso said that market sentiment remained positive on corpo- 

‘OIL PRICE! BA 
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Surge in flour 
imports 
worries local 
millers 
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Gov't eyes cut in oil import tax 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SAID 
it might consider the proposal to fur- 
ther lower the duty on imported 
petroleum to mitigate the inflationary 
pressure created by the recent increase 
in the value-added tax. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
said there was a need to implement 
additional measures to cushion the 
impact of the higher VAT on con- 
sumer's purchasing power. 

He said implementing more miti- 
gating measures would address the 
possible revival of proposals for a leg- 
islated wage increase, which the 
economy could not afford. 


I found a way to address this through leasing." 


«Ош company cars bloated our balance sheet with non-core assets. | wanted to invest only 
in productive assets and rid ourselves of the hassles of unnecessary asset administration 


Mr. Jesse Teo 
Country Finance Manager 
Procter and Gamble Distributing (Phils.) inc. 


BPI LEASING: 


OPTION. 


with non-core assets, BPI Leasing is the wiser option. 

realized through the 
ng make btain equipment 
n existing f ving to raise new capital 
asing can work best for 


316-9261 


5 BPI Leasing Corporation 


YOUR WISER 


To have a clear and robust balance sheet instead of a balance sheet that's bloated 


‘The increase in the VAT rate eff 
tive Feb. 1 elicited protests from mili- 
tant groups as well as requests from 
transport operators for another fare 
adjustment. 

The National Economic and Devel- 
opment Authority has projected that 
inflation could rise to 8.5 percent this 
year with the increase in the VAT rate. 

‘The implementation of the VAT law 
has expanded the coverage of the tax to 
include oil and electricity since Nov. 1 
and has increased the tax rate by 2 per- 
centage points since last Wednesday. 

When the VAT Reform Law was im- 
plemented in Nov. 1, initial mitigat- 
ing measures were already imple- 
mented. These included the removal 


E 


J 


The Leader in Leasing. 


| 
and bunker fuel, the lifting of the 
franchise tax on power distributio 
utilities, and the lowering of the dut 
on petroleum from 5 to 3 percent. 

But although agricultural products} 
which account for the bulk of low-ina 
come earners’ food basket, аге exi 
empted from VAT, officials admitted! 
that there might be а slight increase i 
their prices given that the ТІ 
VATexempt ой, a basic input for pro? 
duction, і now covered by the tax. { 

The ‘Arroyo administration has 
asked the public to bite the bullet now: 
and give the VAT Reform Law a 
chance, promising that the tax meas 

боутув4 
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Unemployment to drop to 7.1% in '06, Neda says 


By Michelle V. Remo The unemployment rate was estimated to 


^ have hit 7.7 percent in 2005, 

fo beyond Make your sales hit the roof | tHENATIONALECONOMICAND DEVELOP. Тһе Мейиз forecast assumes that some 
i ) ment Authority has projected that the coun- 1.32 million jobs will be created this year, ex- 

typical trys unemployment rate would drop to only ceeding the government's target of 1 mi 

Ш А 3 7.1 percent this year, as several industries new jobs. 

st p Р : ‘were seen poised for expansion. The projection of better employment fig- 
customer 7: | ! ures this year comes with Neda's forecast that 
2 Pu ow | 5 the country’s economy, as measured by the 
service “у yd pos dome podus (ООР), woud grow 
бало ad by between 5.7 and 6.3 percent, or higher 


эрле, | 5 Е: > than the S.l-percent growth recorded last 


рН рды, Wesen [тшшен [тешкер Dennis Arroyo, Neda director for policy 

- маше | чш= | чеш | and planning, sid the government expected 

— 2. = — a rebound in the agriculture sector this year 
псов | usm | шиш» | due to good weather 


6 | Agriculture is one of the major drivers of 
PROACTIV UN = S тшш | economic growth in the Philippines. 
: з ауса ее е Last year, the El Nifio weather рһе- 
¿CUSTOMER SERVICE SEMINAR; =. nomenon, which is marked by a long, dry 
еш с тона te рй spell, was blamed for the decline in output 
February 14-16 =; П ен and lower demand for manpower in the agri- 
Feb: 21-23 culture sector. 
= ebru; ~ ит The export sector was likewise seen set for 
Afir te program, the participants will ary A HEART ATTACK | «recovery from last year’s slowdown. 
: 2 a The Philippines’ export sector, led by the 
e Afr progran, eprint i ISFATAL | rc EE 
opportunity to deliver impressive service 2 tom ‘ EUER Ex disappointing 2.3-percent growth, far 
„ Transform "business-as-usual" * Align sales ізгі activities with the [EDAD OP STG shor ofthe government's target of 10 per- 
tr tion into unique and extraordi company’s strategic direction = Sar 
ree Ca the Cl puri + Help salespeople prioritize accounts OXYLITE Тһе Neda official also credited the ex- 
experiences for the customer ri PORTABLE OXYGEN 5 
E а vide E according to potential pansion of the call center, mining, tourism 
Engage teamwork and cooperat : P А 1 «Handy and Portable | and construction industries this year for 
co-workers in the achievement of Conduct real-time monitoring of accounts d 


Meer through a fed and tested account + Ideal for travel the projected decline in the unemployment 
customer satisfa 


* Imported from U.S.A. rate. 
| ʻe Project competence, courtesy and tracking system D “We all know that construction is a very la- 


credibility * Measure the right inputs needed to reach bor-intensive industry and so we see a sub- 
ee eae $e Е аА 
* Build the right structure and organization n aos z 
the personal touch з pu ee ак TM MER TS, Heightened activity in the construction sec- 
* Avoid average, robotic service by using ein нъ coudre waned: E] г ga | tor was party attributed to the booming call 
empathy IO? DORE сано ano иин E mesel | center industry, which requires the establish- 
* Anticipate and respond to the customer. т to guide salespeople toward ment of more office 
needs whether verbal or non-verbal р formance = CUT THISADAND] spaces, and to the 
* Customize their approach according to * Discipline people to help them keep their AS LOW AS get AVAILOF A | governments eco- 
nomic pump-primin 
the different types of customer focus RE eas 
If you want us to customize this program If you want us to customize this program 5 г Де peste 
for 10 or more of your people, simply сай us for 10 or more of your people, simply call us " прво edere 


у id th 
and we will gladly design one for you! and we will gladly design one for you! eon нти 


For inquiries & reservations, call For inquiries & reservations, call РЕНАТ № == ed Eee m. 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa 3 ы; fee ph eae 
at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 


in sei be allotted for infras- 
or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com tructure develop- 


e ел > ment and basic ser- 
vices 

Сие Jensen. (erum Jensen й а 
CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT. ed to generate P75 
n billion in additional 

Eug] FASTER RESULTS: | 5НАЕРЕК5КІТІ5 FASTER RESUTIS ч ee Prou (Laser, Deskjet Dot на) cevenues this year 
ЧӘ ооа Suns бошу Cod Answering Machines Arroyo also said 
77 Glass Tower Bldg, Carlos Palanca Jr. St, 7/Е Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St, eae ete che national govern- 
Legaspi Village, Makati City Legaspi Village, Makati City = Tey пате wom mr om хх | ment has included in 
ЭЕШ осты "ынк сме its 2006 agenda the 
provision of more 
funds for the devel- 


Al ASIAN CENTER FOR Omen: Lowe Grove Der puis seal Аб 


medium enterprises 


ENTREPRENEURSHIP o (SME). 


Enhance your potential GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
Vw di нај ENTURE || FINAL NOTICE! 


PUBLIC SEALED AUCTION 


А Д1 | попе ШЕШПЕЙ) 


Designed for people with a vision for success, the VIE program is 7 я H 
for ing ‘entrepreneurs and start-up business owners looking Brgy. Cabuco, Trece Martires City, Cavite 


for new business opportunities and seeking to acquire > 
entrepreneurial skills Aa build the enterprise. МЕ 8 divided into 2 Land Area : 34,485 sqm. 
three tracks: Developed Portion : 10,845 sqm. Undeveloped Portion : 23,640 sqm. 
Physical Attributes: Physical Attributes: 
* Ready to sell 44 residential low-cost units | • Rolling terrain 

BUILDING THE [5] BUILDING ONE'S + Ready to sell 81 residential lots with an + Small forest of 10 year old trees 

ENTREPRENEURIAL Fig ENTREPRENEURIAL р ‘average cut of 60 sqm. (7,500 sqm. total) 

CHARACTER SKILLS + 6 Roads lots and easements Kilometer Distance: 
Макси 28 то Арап. 7, 2006 — г Арки. 25 то May 31, 2006 — - 2 ot for Parks! Playground +300 meters from Aguinaldo Highway 
Do you have what it takes tobe | | Do you want to hone your + with 30,000 gallon overhead tank +3 kms. from Trece Martires City Public 
an Entrepreneur? business skills and expertise in + with right of way Market A 

the four management FJ BUILDING + with electric access + 8.5 kms from Gen. Trias City Center 

+ Discovering your potentia; | | functions? Я ТНЕ + with drainage +13 kms. from SM Dasmariñas & 


a self assessment of values + Product/Service Concept ENTERPRISE Robinsons Dasmariñas 
and preferences Development June 27 то Aucusr 30, 2006 


ара амик ||: Assessing Marter Potentials | | Doyounesdtoleamtheartand Floor Price : P18,000,000 


critically EMG Mat science of enterprise planning 

Develop the entrepreneurial Feasibility and implementation 0% 2 

mindset and kindle the + Product Development and + Enterprise. Life Forces 10% DP upon bid, 

entrepreneurial spirit Operations Planning Environment Scanning 
5 ek е - Matching Product to Market | | > Evaluation of alternatives and 40% balance payable on or before March 1, 2006, 

и Needs ‘opportunity assessment x 

saening - Quality, Delivery and * Developing the Product and i 

Business formats and options Productivity Models Market Entry Strategies 50% balance payable in 12 equal monthly installments 
+ Entrepreneurial Games * Organizing for + Implementation with 12% interest. 

Implementation + Commercialization and 

+ Finance for Start-Ups Expansion То secure a copy of "PURCHASE PROPOSAL FORM" and complete bid guidelines, 
+ Apprenticeship and Group | | * Individual Venture Project please visit us at 

Exercises Mentoring Unit 407 Ark Condominium 

#92 Sierra Madre St., Mandaluyong City 
or you may call us at 
534-9686 or 534-9725; or at Cellphone Nos.: 0916-5208890 or 0927-8048262 
and look for Ms. Diane or Ms. Јетаї 


For inquiries and reservation call: Ms. шуу Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 
‘Tel 4632 892-4011 to 25 ext. 187,252; Telefax +632 813-3302 
Emailtace@aim edu; vlanueva@aim.edu; mayaldeGaim edu с Auction Powered Ву: 


THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS. 
Плима The No. 1 Property Auctioneer in the Philippines 
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Mike’s cousins, GMA headaches 


HELICOPTER RIDES 
are not recommend- 
ей to senior citizens, 
and even to healthy 
young thugs, espe- 
саћу when | Davao 
Маут Rodrigo 
Duterte is doing the 
invite; nevertheless, Vjc/or 

SEC Chair Fe Barin cron С 

took one last week to Agustin _____ 
Albay, because her 

fellow Capampangan, Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo, asked her to. 

"The Albay trip was ostensibly to help re- 
solve the Lafayette mining crisis, but the Pres- 
ident took Barin for the ride to discuss, if the 
grapevine is to be believed, the slow, steady 
implosion of the pre-need industry 

What could lend a political dimension to the 
financial problem is that a cousin of GMA hus- 
band Mike Arroyo, Carlos "Linggoy" Araneta, Б 
not only a partner in one foundering company, 
but is being sued by another company where 
GMAs younger brother Diosdado “Boboy” 
Macapagal J, happens to also be a partner. 

Happily, such a political fallout may now be 
averted, according to the grapevine, with the 
industry and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission having found a formula, better 
than what the Yuchengcos did for Pacific 
Plans, to placate the restive plan holders. 

"The solution essentially involves the con- 
version of the pre-need company into a mutu- 
alized company owned by the plan holders, 
with the former owners being diluted and re- 
duced to professional help, who will then ex- 
pand the pre-need company into a diversified 
financial services firm. 

Barin is expected to announce the industry 
solution shortly, which, hopefully would ar- 
rest the industry-wide sales decline that had 
already decimated the erstwhile industry 
leader, College Assurance Plan. 

Over at the Senate, opposition senators 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr and Sergio Озтейа Ш 
have begun collecting documentary evidence 
on how Malacafiang nominees in Philcomsat 
Holdings have transformed the listed compa- 
ny into a private pawnshop for Mike Arroyo's 
cousins, Benito “Bomboy” Araneta and his 
illiquid cousin Antonio Araneta. 

AS an added political ammunition, the 
cousin-to-cousin lending facility that involved 

COCKTALES/ aa 


МТТ to raise. . . «esee: 


First Pacific will not 
allow any other entity 
to have a bigger stake 
in its most-prized in- 


COCKTALES 


viation of Do Com- 
munications Over the 
Mobile Network. 


For new brokers & non-brokers - set up your own realty firm! 
HOW TO START AND MANAGE 


А SUCCESSFUL REALTY BROKERAGE COMPANY 
February 13, 1:30 pr, 2 Fir, Max's Rest, Glorieta 2, Ayala Сип, Мы 


| Covers sales organizations; recruitment techniques: training. advancement & 


career programs, commission structures, awards & other incentives; how to 
retain your sales people; how to secure projects & properties for sale; drafting 
‘agency agreements, authority lo sel, marketing agreements & other docs; 
‘selling stages; how to safeguard your commissions; proper networking 
‘wiother brokers; franchising; government & licensing rules; ethics & others 
For more details, call 681-0928 or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph 
Or simply text your name, fax no. or emait address to CP# 0916-426-5174 


URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL 


E 
run рбай 
Ful C d 


Enjoy higher interest rates and 
monthly earnings! 
INTEREST RATES. 


7% 


Affordable at а minimum of PhP 50,000. 
Aso inquire about our 30, 50 or 90-day term Peso Time Deposit. 


"Quoted rates are subject to change without prior notice. 
Rates ме on per annum basis and net of doe 


warehouse, factory or home || 
‘and see everything that is. 
happening there anytime 
from anywhere! 


Flexlbte Connection 
‘Phone Line, BS 
Internet, GSM ~ 


юпа Моко RECORDING via HARDDISK 
+ Rewore Monomio VIA PHONE / DSL / GSM. 
DYNAMIC IP ADDRESSING. 
‘Monon DETECTION AND ALARM DIAL BACK 
:291-H Del Monte Avenue, Quezon City 
) 365-0897 + 411-5264+ 361-1654 1 
‘Cebu: (032) 343-7406+346-3174 — | 


BOOST YOUR COMPETITIVE EDGE 
WITH UNMATCHED SPEED & COLOR 


60” WIDTH / 6 COLORS __ LARGE FORMAT, INDOOR PRINTING, 
ADVERTISING, PHOTOGRAPHIC QUALITY. 


Kodak 1200i 


"wide-format printing system - 


With over 100 years of color science and imaging 

‘experience engineered into every printor, ink and media, 

you can build your business around Kodak's complete. 
wide-format system solution. | 1 


ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS 
The T-20 printer incorporates Enead's best and most innovative technologies 
Combining operational simplicity with ourexelusive four-black cartridge speed, 
the 7-200 15 A CHAMPION OF VALUE. 


| SUPER-FAST, LOW-COST CAD PRINTING 
SQ ENCAD зв” WIDTH / 4 COLORS.” 4. 
CADIJET* F-2007 


Tel: 725-4375 - T7 * 722-6425 * 722-4750 Look for Ms. Riza or Rochelle 
Email: salesQcomputergraphlcs com ph 


DSIRBUTED BY 
|G Computer Graphics Inc. 


NEGOSYONG foodcart- FRANCHISE 4 QT; 
Easy to Operate, Negosyo Agad! 09. 


Fins Fata КЕ 


use of Namo 
Business Syston 
urat Asistanca 
ste Assistance 
Transtar ot ecrlony 
‘Recruitment and 

“Training Aasistanco 
use of Ориайса Manual 
re Opening Assistance 
rand Opening Assistanes! 
(рон Opening Assistance | 

РР 

easy Operate | 


ШШ «И 


чу uf 
Posh Pruit Juico + ој 


Text PSBANK PTD123 «your name> «your landline по «your email address> tben send 
1972327 fer Globe or 0817-3902327 for on Gabe users. 


Visit or call , EEA N с» DN Hume. SINCE 1996. 
aLaBanc OFFICE ее 3 
Wesen ois Азыл, точе ра oso Rea, акай Chy 
HEE onda Alabang) ERROR aT Bon Sees) 


28090829, 8091054 «8091129 56372309 6372316 6372393 “27284047 7281048 • 7281049 
WE» SMES aA RSLS e tion or tho Vr a 


ТТЫ. 


vestment in Asia 
PLDT is the countrys |p 2195 
most profitable tele- Pe Power 
сот company It is ex- 

pected to announce a 

2005 net profi that 

could exceed P33 bil- 

lion, according to In- 

Олай sources. 

The 20 percent ceil 
ing set for the NTT 
group was included in 
the cooperation agree- 

ment signed by PLDT, 

‘DoCoMo, NIT Com 

and First Pacific on Jan. 
31, the same day Do- 

`СоМо agreed to buy 
12.63 million shares of 
PDT from NTT Com for 
$440 million. 

“The addition of Do- 
CoMo as strategic part- 
mer wil certainly en- 
hance our ability to de- 
velop attractive 3G of- 
ferings for our marker,” 
said PLDT president 
Napoleon Nazareno. 

DoCoMo will al- 
low Smart Communi- 
cations Inc., a wholly 

"owned mobile unit of 


— —— = 


ly LOW monthly 


СКУ 


PLDT, to offer its 
patented i-mode ser- 
‘vice. 

T-mode is NTT Do- 
1СоМо% mobile Inter- 
inet platform that 

gives users easy access 
‘to more than 100,000 
{Internet sites as well 
‘as services like e-mail, 
‘online shopping and 
‘banking, ticket reser- 

vations, and restau- 
‘rant guides at suppos- 
' edly affordable rat 

"DoCoMo's experi- 
tence in this technolo- 
‘gy is unmatched. We 
iare excited to intro- 
‘duce imode in the 

hilippines to give 
‘our subscribers the 
"most innovative ser- 
+ vices," Nazareno said 

lmode will be 
“one of Smarts killer 
applications" for its 
upcoming 3G service. 
"No other local oper- 
ator will have a simi- 
lar service,” said a 
PLDT executive. 

DoCoMo also ор- 
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P10,966 P286,000 


P12,406 P322,500 
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erates the third-gen- 
„eration or 3G wire- 
“less technology in 
‘Taiwan, Hong Kong 
гапа the Netherlands. 
DoCoMo is an abbre- 
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BUSINESS _ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Ayala Land to spend P10B in ’06 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PROPERTY GIANT AYALA LAND INC. EXPECTS 
to spend around P10 billion for various projects 
this year, about the same budget it allocated in 
2005, as it remains optimistic about the real es- 
“tate market. 
“5. ALI president Jaime Ayala said after a press 
t bilefing last Friday that the outlook on the 
‘property sector was hinged on favorable eco- 
nomic conditions. 
“If we continue to have the environment 
х right now, а fairy stable peso, low interest rates, 
the OFW (overseas Filipino workers) market re- 
mains strong, we feel that there could be addi- 
tional expansion,” Ayala said, “If real-estate is 
strong, investments are strong and employment 
increases. It has a multiplier effect.” 
One of its projects is Greenbelt 5, spanning 
35,000 square meters of leasable space, 
* which is scheduled for completion by 2007. 
ALI chief finance officer Jaime Ysmael said the 
property company was spending over P1 billion 
for Greenbelt 5, which broke ground last year. 


ALI is also spending P3 billion for a new 
mall in Quezon City, next to the MRT Station 
оп North Edsa. 

‘The North Triangle Commercial Center, Ay- 
ala's ongoing 200,000-square-meter mall de- 
velopment, was expected to be completed by 
the middle of next year. 

vida Land, ALIS mass housing arm, has also 
lined up projects this year, including a residential 
project called Avida Towers at the Old San 
Lazaro race track in Manila, a three-hectare 
house and lot project in joint venture with Ayala 
Corp. at San Isidro, Batangas, and another house 
and lot project in San Fernando, Pampanga. 

‘Community Innovations Inc., AL's high-rise 
development and residential arm for urban pro- 
fessionals, launched its 202-townhouse project 
called Celadon Residences last year 

It also launched last year its 780 condo- 
minium unit- project called The Columns at 
Legaspi Village. 

АЦ is also redefining Fort Bonifacio Global 
City to cater to growing demand for office 
spaces. 


АШ» key business process outsourcing 
buildings are also expected to increase office 
revenues in the succeeding quarters. 

Аи first BPO facility, PeopleSupport Cen- 
ter, was completed in April 2005, and Conver- 
gys, Из second BPO bldg was completed in Oc- 
tober 2005. 

Outside of Metro Manila, АМ broke ground 
ona 2-storey Infonxx Bldg in Sta. Rosa, Lagu- 
na in July last year, which has 5,612 square 
meters of gross leasable area . 

TInfonxx was completed in November 2005 
and would provide jobs for some 1,200 call 
center professionals. 

‘AL's program to increase shareholder val- 
че remains on track through projects such as 
Anvaya Cove, an integrated leisure and resi- 
dential project located in Morong Bataan, 
launched last July. 

'ALI’s affiliate Cebu Holdings Inc. also 
launched Amara , а high end residential sub- 
division in Cebu last October, while Fort Boni- 
facio Development Corp. started develop- 
ment for a BPO office building last December. 


Slower but surprising 


THE PRELIMINARY FIGURES RELEASED 
last week by the government on the yearend 
economic growth data was generally wel- 
come news, even though as usual, it was a mix 
of good news and bad news. This papers 
headline story described the growth figures 
exactly as I have titled my column above. 

The good (surprising) news about it was that 
the reported growth in the economy was higher 
than most expectations. Most analysts, includ- 
ing yours truly, had projected the domestic econ- 
omy to grow at less than 5 percent for the whole 
year. But the reported growth in Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) was 5.1 for the year, with the 
fourth quarter alone growing by 6.1 percent 
over the same period in the previous year. 

‘The bad news was that almost across the 
board, growth in the production sectors of the 
economy had slowed down from the previous 
year. It was a mix of actual contraction in cer- 
tain sectors of the economy, and actual im- 
provement on the previous years perfor- 
mance fora few sectors, 


The good news 

Which sectors actually improved? The wel- 
come news is that industry as a whole, and 
manufacturing in particular, appear to have 
done slightly better than in 2004. Overall indus- 
try growth inched up from 5.2 percent in 2004 
to 5.3 percent last year. Driving this improve- 
ment was the speeding up of growth in manu- 
facturing, which posted 5.6 percent, against 5.1 
percent in 2004. Leading the way were furni- 
ture and fixtures, petroleum refining, and the 
chemical industries. But there is a longer list of 
losers than gainers in manufacturing, led by 
‘wood and cork products, non-electrical machin- 
ery, non-metallic mineral products and publish- 
ing/printing, This suggests that the base of 
growth in manufacturing was relatively narrow. 

Mining, particularly of nickel and copper, 
lifted the sector with a 24.8-percent growth in 
the last quarter, yielding a 9.3-percent full- 
year growth. It only managed 2.6 percent in 
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2004. The other two sub-sectors in industry, 
‘onstruction and utilities, both slowed down 
significantly from their previous year's perfor- 
mance, but not enough to prevent an overall 
improvement in industry growth, 


Finance takes the lead 

In services, the only sub-sector that did bet- 
ter—and substantially better at that—was the 
finance sector, ie. banks and insurance (15.4 
percent against 8.4 percent in 2004). Not even 
the reported 44-percent contraction in the pre- 
need industry dampened the growth in the 
banking business enough to prevent a spectac- 
ular performance for the finance sector. In fac, 
finance has outstripped communication as the 
fastest-growing services sub-sector. For all our 
fondness with the cell phone, communication 
only managed a slower 14.8-percent growth 
this past year, against 15.6 the year before. 

Tn agriculture, banana and coconut were 
the only bright spots. The rest of the crop, 
livestock and fishery sub-sectors did worse 
than in 2004. 

‘That's where the good news ends. There's 
actually a much longer list of bad news, but 
Tm not devoting a proportionate amount of 
space to them; I've been coming across too 
much lately as a public pessimist. There is one 
important item worth mentioning, though. 


Confidence margin 

‘The margin of error in the latest economic 
data appears to be wider than before, and this 
‘weakens confidence that the preliminary fig- 
ures reflect the actual performance of the 


Oil price ... «en 


rate earnings results last year and in 2006. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands reported its 
met profits jumped to P8.1 billion while 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. recorded 
profit at P4.36 billion last year. 

This week, the Ayala Group and telecom 
firms will report fourth-quarter results, 

"The introduction of 3G technology is like- 
ly to boost interest in the telecom sector. We 
expect investors to be positioning ahead of 
the release of 2005 earnings,” BPI Trade said. 

Profit taking also ensued last week after the 
‘Supreme Court voided a rate hike granted by 
the Energy Regulatory Commission to Manila 
Electric Co. and news of weakness in the US 

Elizabeth L. Sanches 
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economy at yearend. A closer examination of 
the data reveals that the item called “statisti- 
cal discrepancy” was unusually large in the 
fourth quarter (about P22 billion)—more 
than 3 timies the average level in the first 3 
quarters, in fact. This statistical discrepancy 
represents the difference between the esti- 
mate of GDP using sectoral output data (the 
"output approach") and the estimate using 
spending data (the "expenditure approach"). 

Statistics czar Dr. Romulo Virola assures me 
that that higher estimate from the output side 
is usually the more reliable figure, especially 
because data from the expenditure side takes 
longer to complete. Still, the unusually high 
discrepancy invites doubt on the level of con- 
fidence one could have with the admittedly 
preliminary (and NSCB always emphasizes 

is word) data, We all need to wait until May 
to getthe real score. 


Adjusted growth 

1 did some quick calculations to check what 
the growth rates would have been without the 
statistical discrepancy, and if the discrepancy 
had been at a more "normal" level. If one uses 
the lower estimates from the expenditure side, 
the fourth-quarter growth would have been 
only 3 percent, rather than the 6.1 percent re- 
ported. On the other hand, if the statistical dis- 
crepancy had been more “normal,” ie. in the 
P7 billion range, the fourth-quarter growth 
‘would have been only 3.5 percent. 

‘This, of course, would change everything. 
Full-year growth would have been much closer 
to what all the analysts had always predicted. 
‘And perhaps the Ingumer wouldn't have de- 
scribed itin its headline as "surprising" at all. 

А more extensive analysis of the full-year 
economic performance and much more will be 
featured in Ateneo's upcoming Eagle Watch 
Economic and Political Briefing on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8 at the Ateneo Rockwell campus. Cail 
426-5661 or e-mail me at chabito@ateneo.edu 
for details or reservations. 


Cocktales 


From page B3 

sequestered and private shareholder funds 
was approved by no less than Mike Arroyo's 
uncle, the 89-year-old Philcomsat Holdings 
president/CEO, Manuel Nieto Jr. 

Given his age and declining health, it was 
not clear if Nieto was aware of the import of 
his action, where P390 million in corporate 
funds where sunk into a dormant Alabang 
lot. 

The corporate skullduggery in Philcomsat 
Holdings have already prompted no less than 
the Supreme Court to suspend for three 
months the corporate secretary/director, Bro. 
Eddie counsel Luis Lokin Је, who himself is 
now caught in another fight between the 
preacher and Bomboy Araneta over a botched 
‘TV venture. But that is another story. 


Ricky’s PIB trick 

IF YOU notice Enrique "Ricky" Razon Jr. ex- 
hibiting less eye twitch these days, it is be- 
cause the port services king is riding on the 
wave of a P1-billion cash windfall that his In- 
temational Container Terminal Services Inc, 
had just received. 

ICTSI disclosed that its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, 1СТ5І Warehousing, was the block 
seller of P1 billion worth of ICTSI stocks Mon- 
day and Tuesday last week, executed in two 
‘eross-sales by Wilson буз Wealth Securities, 

Razon, who was in London at the same 
time last week, would only say that the buyer 
was a "foreign" group, What is lending addi- 
tional mystery to the transaction, involving а 
total of 90 million shares, is that ICTS] Ware- 
housing held only 979,000 shares of ICTSI as 
of end-2005. 

According to the grapevine, the ICTSI sub- 
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sidiary is still keeping more than 300 million 
scriptless ІСТІ shares, which it acquired for 
less than a peso years ago. 

‘At Fridays market closing, that pile is 
worth P3.6 billion. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE Equitable PCIBank board, after an emo- 
tionally charged session Friday, decided to de- 
fer for next week's meeting a proposal tabled 
by the GSIS, which is to auction the 10-per- 
cent “treasury” shares alongside that of the 
government pension fund's 12-percent block. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsLnet or cock- 
tales рйФуаһоосот) 
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February 5, 2006 
Country 
United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 
UAE 

Euro 
‘Argentina 
Brazil 
Danmark 
Inda 
Malaysia 
Maxico 

Now Zealand 
South Айса 
Korea 
Taiwan 


Unit 
Dolar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dinar* 
Rial 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham 
Euro 
Peso 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupes 
Ringgit 
Now Peso. 
Dollar 
Rand 
Won 

Mt Dollar 


Gov't eyes cut . 


sure would generate economic 
benefits in the long term. 

Finance officials said that 
while bulk of the proceeds of the. 
tax measure would cover part of 
the government's deficit, 30 per- 
cent would be allocated for in- 
frastructure development and en- 
hancement of the delivery of ba- 
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sic services, 

"The VAT Reform Law is consid- 
егей the centerpiece of the ad- 
ministration's fiscal reform agen- 
da, which also includes proposals 
such as simplifying the income 
tax system and rationalizing fis- 
cal incentives granted to busi- 


nesses, 


885855888 


ees 


B ge 


E: 


ЕЗ 


88888 2 


tT 
__-_ 


Е 
8 


28883: 


ue 


gg" satan 
т 


55 
БЫЗ 
3888888583. 


888888888; 


% 
12540000 
ов 
200 
8 
ТҮ 
Sum 


500000 
[33] 


Bi 


EUN 
3888838: 


Ress 
sess 


S us 
B: 


388 


"m - 
БЕ 53 


288 


H 


Equivalent 


52.0970 
04396 
927629 
67164 
405393 
455234 
31.9046 
393333 
1982213 
188910. 
31.8072 
00056. 
132% 
141846 
63.0374 
159974 
233253 
B4454 
11797 
138959. 
49645 
358993 
85676 
0.0536 
16314 


SPECIAL AWARDEES 


i lue Pearl 
a" LEONIDES V, PENA ‘ROOKIE 
MARIDEN I. FONDEVILLA Tektite 
KATHERINE Borromeo Insurance Agency t 


PRODUCER 
OF THE YEAR 
Blue Pearl 
BRANCH MANA 
ele THE YEAR 


BRANCH OF THE YEAR 


PRU LIFE U.K. ANNUAL AWARDEES OF 2005 


SPECIAL AWARDS RUNNERS-UP_ 
E исо 


HUEHUNG.KOA CHERYL LYNN J. MARTINEZ езүн С абси оза nos Manuel x ALLO ROSEMARY а. TACOER а 
CHINA JADE ion BLUE PEARL BLUE PEAR "BOUE PEARL SUE PEAR BLUE PEARL 


ШИЙ ИНЬ 


тс 


EMMANUEL. ATLLO LEONIDES ЕКА ma. Dounoesfe Vi CARMEN содаға 27 MARYANN ё лдбшА —MARVARN'.LATONO WENE ow a GócuAN 
SUE PEARL текте BLUE PEARL RUBY LUE PEARL BLUE PEARL CHINA JADE LUE PEARL BLUE PEARL 


PRESIDENT'S ELUR _ 
[апт B 


: 7 ч 
OR EXP ” а қ S. 

пише. тос он тел оос quim ES 4 cse nos 
prn Tie perd Ri P “чи mun pean 


2% 
a 


1 a 
ENIM EDWINE)GOCUAN ROSEMARY G. TACDER F je HUE HUN KOA 


Ам Nsolf Ve x. v 
BLUE PEARL 'CHINA JADE BLUE PEARL BLUE PEARL BLUE PEARL BLUE PEARL CHINA JADE 


EIRELE OF PRUDENLE — 


MODEL EMPLOYEES WHO EXEMPLIFY Cheers to the top awardees of 2006! 
PRUDENTIAL'S BASIC OPERATING PRINCIPLES 


oF R.E.S.P.E.C.T. 


Your commitment to excellence has made Pru Life UK the great company that it 
is today, a youngster that has undoubtedly claimed its place in an industry guarded 
by giants. Today, as we applaud your accomplishments, we do so not only with. 
admiration, but with the highest gratitude for making ай of us proud to be a part 
of this company. 


And as we mark our 10th anniversary this year, | encourage all of you t 
embrace our balle-cry “Rise and Shine" and face up to the challenges of 2006 
etenim, 


È with passion and commitment. 
ададан 3 i 


Кет 


T à 4 So, to ай our employees and agency leaders, let us start each day by reminding 
а ourselves that no obstacle is bigger than our dream of being а great company in 
this count. 
MONCAAGURRE vines wanaunez 
sn GANG SPECIALIST MANAGER - BUSINESS ANALYSIS 
EAS SERVICES ORHATIN SYSTEMS OMISION Congratulations! 


Bobby G. Madrid 
President and CEO 
Pru Life UK 


———— AAAA AE 


We're here to listen. 
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ITALIAN INSPIRED HOMES 
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Introducing the newest addition 
to Crown 
community developme 


It is not just looks that make а house 
а smart buy 


location is what defines its value. 


Get Closer to Life's Essentials 


At Ponticelli, access to everything 


Sou need is top on the list 
ас driv 


of the South. It’s just a 5- 


Alabang, offering its re: 


» work arcas, universities 


and commercial establishments. 


A well planned home is more than just the result of 
understanding the needs of those who own it. At Ponticelli, you get the lat 
hent and the comfort of a countryside setting without compromising proximi: 

e are just some of the ways we strive to delight you beyond your expectations. 
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The community 
is strategically situated in the fast-growing centers 
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Pedestrian friendly tree-lined paths will make afternoon walks a welcome 
pite at the end of the day. 


А short drive vie Daang Hari Road will bring you to Madrigal Busine 
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men Center 


Access via Filinvest Exit will bring you to SLI 


jaunt to Makati. Asian Hospital is just minutes away from 
Ponticelli and exclusive schools are also close by 
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NETGEAR 


1 Everybody's connecting” 
Wireless Router 


SRP 12,500 
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Inclusive with any of the three: 
0222 WG1TIT 108 Mops USB Card 
ЧЕЙ wast1r PO! Card 
ШЕ ЕН  WGSIITPCMCIA Card 
T 
RangeMax 


NETGEAR'S Exclusive Rengemax Technology gives you 
the Tanger range of any ня device on he market today. 


А home wireless network can be a real headache, but now you can get instant relief with RangeMax™ from 
NETGEAR 6. The RangeMax™ Smart MIMO (Mullin, Multi-Out) technology family of wireless products is the 
perfect prescription for those annoying dead spots and interference you encounter in your home. 

With up to ten times greater wireless coverage than standard 802. 119. and with 7 internal antennas that instantly 


adapt по interference and physical barriers, RangeMax' ensures your wireless network goes faster and 
farther -reaching corners of your home. 
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Philippine Distributor BANBROS COMMERCIAL INC. 


Mania (02) 724.9996 Е mar. be: зась ъало рл Cebu (032) 15-8737 Етан salea@banbrosceby com 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT: Tel No 817.8976 
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AMAZING 4000 LAMP HOURS 


‘February 2 — 8. 2006. 
‘Upper Ground Floor Accum 
SM Megamail, Bidg. B. 


__ Өшу 
Php 57,000. 


InFocus X2, ће multi-use multimedia projector designed 
for work and play, dares you to explore unlimited 
possibilides. Express your ideas with panache while you 
win the best business deals at work even as you get 
unrivaled larger than life entertainment at home! 


With X2, you can surpass expectations! 


-Upgraded to 
1700 ANSI Lumens 
Techaclogy 

"20001 contrast ratio 

22000 Lamp Hours 


+14 ppm +600 x 600 Ар 15,000 duty cycle per month 


InFocus. А 2 
Eiche Distributor and Service Provider: 


better solutions 


ad ente com pn 
Fax 723-795 


Promo period is February 1 - 28, 2008. 


msnm 
Infocus 
The Big Picture" 
For more info, please call 7230601 or email inquire@ati.com.ph 
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still in demand 


imposition of 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


FILIPINOS SEEM TO ENJOY BUYING THE 
latest in personal digital technologies even if 
new taxes have been imposed on all con- 
sumer items, according to an executive of spe- 
cialty appliance shop Avant. 

‘Avant Business Development Manager 
‘Walter Lim said there is still an optimistic 
picture for electronic devices in the coun- 
try, including consumer digital products 
and traditional home appliances. This is es- 
pecially so as brand manufacturers contin- 
ue introducing new products. 

Not even the imposition of a 70-percent 
cap on the value added tax could have a 
major effect on the buying behavior of Fil- 
ipinos who desire the latest digital equip- 
ment. 

Та fact, consumers may not have to wor- 
ry about skyrocketing prices of products as 
suppliers try to shoulder the extra cost of 
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Editor Leo Magno 


Budget-conscious Pinoys still 
buy gadgets despite new taxes 


EVAT to avoid pushing away their cus- 
tomers. Ifthe price cannot be controlled, at 
least the new functions of an upcoming 
item would compensate for the increase. 

“For instance, an ordinary MP3 player a 
few years back could only play a few songs. 
Now a person can buy a new MP3 player 
with picture screen capabilities, bigger 
memory capacity, and longer battery life at 
the same price," Lim said. 

Lim said Avant is looking forward to a 
better year in 2006, especially with the in- 
troduction of new convergent technologies 
that cater to personal computing. Among 
these would be personal digital assistant 
phones, lighter and more wireless note- 
books, and handheld multimedia players. 

“I don’t think there would be a major 
slowdown in the consumer electronics in- 
dustry in the Philippines for now, especial- 
ly with new technologies that are still 
priced lower than previous models,” Lim 
said. 


ns 


ONLINE games are increasingly becoming popular in the Philippines. 


Filipinos spend 2 to 4 hours 
playing online games 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


FILIPINOS SPEND TWO TO FOUR HOURS 
playing online games, an executive of local 
online game publisher Netplay told Infotech. 

Filipinos have also been predominantly 
buying retail pre-paid cards prescribe a cer- 
tain amount of time to play а game, instead 
of subscribing to online games and paying 
monthly or yearly fees. 

“Players spend around P100 to P150 a 
month on retail prepaid cards," said Lud- 
wig Santos, president of Netplay, local pub- 
lisher of the massively multiplayer online 
game Priston Tale. “Being Filipinos, we still 
like tingi (piece-meal sachet retail prices),” 
he added. 

Priston Tale has about 500,000 regis- 
tered users and an average of 1,000 new 
registrations a day. 

Online game publishers are also resort- 
ing to more marketing gimmicks to pro- 
mote loyalty among users. 

Netplay recently signed up teen idol An- 
gel Locsin to endorse Pristontale Philip- 
pines. Playing a Filipino version of a Won- 
der Woman-like heroine in Priston Tale, 
Locsin said that she particularly liked the 
game because she loves fantasy. She also 
plays a winged character in the local televi- 
sion and movie fantasy drama "Mulawin." 

Netplay signed up Locsin to endorse the 
game because of feedback from players of 
Priston Tale, which has about 4,000 to 
6,000 concurrent players in a day. An 


avatar will soon be created based on her 
character. She will also be available for on- 
line chats within the game soon, the game 
publisher said. 

‘According to the International Data 
Corp., Philippine online gaming revenues 
were predicted to hit $13.4 million in 2005, 
an almost 50-percent increase from last 
year's $9 million. 

The number of Philippine online gamers 
жаз anticipated to hit four million in 2005, 
233.9 percent increase from 2004. 

1DC said that with its increasing popular- 
ity and the interest in online gaming, the 
Philippine online gaming industry is 
emerging as Southeast Asia's powerhouse. 

The research firm pointed out that de- 
spite poor infrastructure support and ser- 
vice quality, piracy, foreseeable govern- 
ment regulation, and game genre satura- 
tion, the country's online gaming industry 
remains poised to evolve into a mature and 
consolidated, albeit price-conscious mar- 
ket. 

IDC Philippines added that the populari- 
ty of massively multiplayer online role- 
playing games, the prevalence of Internet 
cafés, and the prepaid online gaming sub- 
scription model, were among the key fac- 
tors that have contributed to the market's 
growth over the past two years. 

IDC also showed that Filipino online 
gamers are usually quick to learn, are Inter- 
net-savvy, community-oriented, content- 
focused and updated on developments in 
online gaming. 


Symptoms of system attacks 


By Jerry Liao 


1) Unusual amount of hard PoweRrTIPs 


disk activity. 
2) Unusual amount of network and web- 
site traffic. 
3) Abnormal amount of Internet activity. 
4) Missing or changed files on hard disk. 


Announcement: Everyone is 
invited to attend the Powertips 
Security Secrets and Strategies 
conference on March 16, 2006 at Dusit Ho- 
tel Nikko. Tickets are available at all SM 
TicketNet outlets or call 911-5555. Regis- 
ter online at wwwinfochat.com.ph. 
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Tesda, 
Transco 
to put 
up skills 
center 


By Abigail L. Ho 


IN — PREPARATION 
forits expansion, and 
with the hope of re- 
ducing costs as well, 
the National Trans- 
mission Corp. has 
teamed up with the 
Technical Education 
and Skills Develop- 
ment Authority to 
put up a licensed 
transmission line- 
men’s skills assess- 
ment center. 

The assessment 
center is located at 
Trnscos Вау- 
ombong substation 
in Nueva Vizcaya. 

Following the sign- 
ing of a memoran- 
dum of agreement 
between Tesda and 
Transco, the opera- 
tors of the assess- 
ment center are au- 
thorized to conduct 
competency assess- 
ment tests, measur- 
ing skills, knowledge 
and attitude based 
on an occupational 
skills standard for a 
transmission line- 
man. 

‘Transco president 
and chief executive 
Alan Ortiz said that 
although the state 
firm has, for years, 
been operating а 
training center with- 
in the Bayombong 
substation, this part- 
nership would en- 
able it to share re- 
sources with Tesda, 

Under the agree- 
ment, Transco and 
Tesda will share their 
resources, including 
facilities and techni- 
cal personnel, to 
train — transmission 
linemen, assess and 
certify their skills. 

Transco Luzon op- 
eration and mainte- 
mance vice president 
Guillermo Redoblado 
зай the increasing 
length of transmission. 
lines, as well as the 
growing number of 
ongoing and planned 
projects nationwide, 
called for more highly 
skilled and duly certi- 
fied linemen. 

Tesda provincial 
director Manuel Hi- 
adan said the estab- 
lishment of the train- 
ing and skills assess- 
ment center would 
help ease the unem- 
ployment problem in 
the Cagayan Valley 
region, as well as en- 
hance’ economic 
growth and promote 
technology acquisi- 
tion and transfer in 
thearea, 

The establishment 
of the new center 
has, in fact, already 
yielded benefits for 
‘Transco in the form 
of P187,000 in sav. 
ings for one small 
project. 

‘Transco recently 
energized a new 50- 
megavolt-ampere 
transformer іп its 
Santiago substation 
in Isabela, which im- 
proved voltage regu- 
lation along the San- 
tiago-Cauayan-Ila- 
gan 69-kilovolt trans- 
mission line 

With the new 
transformer, cus- 
tomers of Isabela 
Electric Cooperatives 
Тапа Il in 34 munici- 

lies, and three 
cities in Isabela, have 
been assured of reli 
able power service, 

‘The P187,000 in 
savings came from 
Transco's utilization 
of its own mainte- 
nance and transmis- 
sion ‘line personnel 
for the project in Ca- 
gayan Valley instead 
of hiring outsiders. 
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Jetlormance you can trust. 


7 пес 1o your business 
АЕ 
Over the past five years, Alliance has grown to become 
one of the largest independent IT Solutions Providers in 
the Philippines with a client base that includes some of 
Japan's biggest firms. 


Today, Alliance is an accredited Software Business 
Partner of the world's IT leader, ІВМ. 


Trust. Earned, Nurtured, Grown. 
In Alliance, it's all about Trust. 


Alliance 


business software solutions 


POS | Accounting System | HR/Payroll System | Lotus Notes Applicallons | 


MID RELAX... | 


77 МІН your loved ones. Own this digital 
camera and 1GB USB Flash Drive for 


every purchase of LTO3 Tape Drive 
1GB USB Flash Drive 


IBM LTO Generation 3: GREAT JUST GOT GREATER! 


Let IBM LTO Generation 3 do the job! What usually takes séveral hours to backup is now 


Get Double Performance for the Price óf One | 


Acer takes pride in its latest industry 
offering: a whole range of servers 
with dual core processors that lets 
you enjoy unparalleled multi-tasking 
capabilities and seamless computing 
performance. It's like getting two 
powerful workhorses inside your 
desktop servers at virtually the same 
price point as other server brands in 
the market today using ordinary 
processors. 


This February, Acer becomes the first computer brand in the 
Philippines to offer a full range of servers featuring the new 
Intel® Pentium® D processor 830 with dual core 
processing technology and introduces four (4) new server 
models as part of its effort to allow offices to experience a 
revolutionary way of maintaining service excellence, and be 
able to move ahead of the pack. 


‘Among latest set of servers now being offered at exciting 
price packages are the Acer Altos G320, equipped with 
Intel® Pentium® D Processor 830 with Dual Core 
processor capability, 1GB 0082 533 unbuffered ECC ВАМ, 
200 SATA hard drive and up to 3.0 GHz / 2MB L2 Cache and 
800 MHz FSB, offered at 69,900 (SRP); another good option 
is the Acer Altos 6320 with Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 631 
supporting Hyper-Threading Technology at 59,900 (SRP); the 
Acer Altos G520N, which boasts of Dual Intel® Xeon® 
Processor (3.0 GHZ / 2MB L2 Cache and 800 MHz FSB), 
Intel® Extended Memory 64-bit Technology and 1GB DDR 
333 Registered ЕСС RAM at 108,800 (SRP); and the Acer 
Altos G520H, which uses the same Dual Intel® Xeon® 
processor (3.0 GHZ / 2MB L2 Cache and 800 MHz FSB), Intel 
Extended Memory 64-bit Technology, and 1GB DDR 333 
Registered ECC ВАМ (868 max) with hotswappable and 
redundant power supply at 125,900 (SRP) 


Depending on the type of server you choose, what makes 
these servers different? 


Combining best-of-breed solutions from Acer, these latest- 
edition servers can easily support а 2-way memory 
interleaving, enabling corporate users to multi-task with 
relative ease. Their Integrated Dual Gigalan Ethernet, Dual 
SATA and Gigabit LAN ports (10/100/1000 mbps) allow for 
the much-need flexibility and faster Internet connectivity, 
while Acer's Easybuild Software makes it so much easier to 
move from one software program or Windows environment 
to another. 


These latest edition servers from Acer may eventually be 
considered the ultimate office tool that can provide a 
solution for today's overburdened IT organizations and 
individuals -- each of whom have their own specific 
workgroup requirements and storage needs. 


For inquiries about Acer and the other product lines it 
carries, call. Axis Distribution, Inc. at 637-9991 or MSI- 
ECS Philippines, Inc at 688-3333 or any visit authorized 
‘Acer Corporate Partners and Acer Retail and Valued Partners 
nationwide Interested parties can also check out 
www.acer.com.ph. 


Symantec, 


reduced to just a matter of minutes. 


Model: 3581-198 

SRP Php 441,200.00 
‘Save Php 118, 116.00 

FREE!!! 


Wria stocks aro avalabl, every purchase of 103 Tepe Autoloader 
пиз you to 3 yoars 9х5,980 Onsite Servico Warrany, and 
Symantec Backup Exec QuickStart Editon for Windows. 


Model: 3880-133 
SRP Php 249,900.00 
Save Php 45, 696.00 
FREE!!! 
Whio stocks are avaliable, vary purchase of LTOS Tape Drive 


тег you to мо (2) Data Cartridges, 3 yoars 945 Warranty. 
and Symantec Backup Exec QuickStart Edition fr Windows 


Advance Solutions, ine 
Jott Plaza, 426-4067 
‘gm@advancesolutions.net, 


Microgenesis Business Microimage International 
Systems Corp. 


Guen Magdangal, 892-4447 Јеппу бади, 840-4323 


ADVANCE STORAGE 
RESELLERS: 


воља тақалды sire 
gerens com бои microimageph 

Netmarka Philippines, Inc 
Edde G. Razon, 667-5111 
egrazon@netmarks.comph 


Personal Computer Total Information 
Specialiste, Inc. Management Corp. 
Flor Salvador, 819-5106 10 09 Jo Reyes, 831-8796 
isalvadorGpercomcomph ^ JoreyesGimcorp.net 


it's our business to make your business grow 


sales@wsiphil.com.ph +63 2 810,9301 +63 2 812.7666 
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DOUBLE PERFORMANCE, 
SUPERB VALUE 


Start the year right! Move ahead with Acer Altos Servers - 
‘equipped with the latest Intel® Pentium® D Processor 830 with 
Dual Core Processing Technology for a more responsive, 
complete throughput and versatility for multi-tasking 
environments and multi-threaded applications. 


Acer Altos G320 


SRP: PhP69,900 


+ Intel® Pentlum D Processor 830 with Dual Core Processing 
(806н2 1MB L2 Cache, ВООМНа FSB) 
* intei” Speodstep* Technology 
Тап £7230 Chipset. 
{+188 DDR2 533 Unbuffered ECC RAM (BGB max) 
шрот way memory interleaving 
00 SATA Hard Disk Drive 
* tegrated Dual Gigalan Ethernet port 107001000 Mbps) 
1 52x CDROM Drive а 3.5" 1.44MB HDD 
* PS Keyboard & Mouse 
Т1 Year Limited Warranty (pars 8 labor) 


Experlence a revolutionary way of maintaining excellence. Always rely on a brand that offers dual core 
performance and superb value: Altos Servers. 
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SRP: Php 59,900. 


SRP: Php 108,000 SRP: Php 125,900 


Empowering People 


Our meddlesome 
bishops again 


‘THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CON- 
ference of the Philippines ad- 
dressed ‘A Statement ón Mining 
Issues and Concerns" to the "Sis- 
ters and Brothers in Christ." The 
CBCP is not the Magisterium. The 
statement is not a doctrine. The 
faithful may ignore the statement. 
without fear of eternal damna- 
tion. 

The bishops want the 1995 
Mining Act repealed, Lawyers, en- 
gineers, metallurgists, environ- 
mentalis and legislators took 
nine long years (the same length 
of time it took the Magisterium to 
write the new Catechism) to craft 
and enact this law. Why didn't the 
bishops meddle then? 

Tf the law is repealed (the bish- 
ops propose no replacement 
law), the implementing rules will 
have to be written off. All mining 
claims will be mere scraps of pa- 
per. Since it will have nothing to 
do, the Bureau of Mines and Geo- 
sciences will have to close, throw- 
ing its employees out of work. 
The landmark decision of the 
Supreme Court declaring the law 
constitutional will be worthless. 
‘There will be total chaos. 

The bishops want the Pre 
dent to stop all large-scale min- 
ing, recall approved mining con- 
cessions and disapprove pending 
applications. The bishops want to 
throw one million people out of 
work, and dislocate nine million 
dependent on the mining indus- 
try What a way for the bishops to 
tend to their flock. 

The bishops say large-scale 
mining has not eased poverty 
Mining used to account for 25 
percent of the gross domestic 
product. That figure is down to 
one and a half percent. If mining 
has not eased poverty, it is be- 
cause there is not enough mining 
being done. 

Тһе bishops display an inordi- 
nate fear of foreign domination of 
large-scale mining. Indeed, for- 
eigners are allowed to hold the 
majority shares in the corpora- 
tion, but the Filipino people get 
the majority share of the profits. 
Also, would large-scale mining, 
with all its supposed evils, be ac- 
ceptable to the bishops if Fil- 
ipinos were to dominate it? 

‘The bishops cry their hearts 
out for the indigenous peoples 
driven out of their ancestral 
lands. But the Mines Bureau says 
no tribe has ever been driven off 
by large-scale mining. By the way, 
the Supreme Court has affirmed 
the tenet that the entire Filipino 
people, not just any community 
own the mineral resources all 
over the country. 


QUESTIONS, 
or POLICIES” 


Honesto C. 
General 


The main concem is environ- 
mental damage. The incident at 
Marcopper in Marinduque is the 
most celebrated. A thorough inves- 
tigation by the US Geological Ser- 
vice puts engineering error as the 
cause of the spill of tailings into the 
river. But nobody died or even got 
sick. Marcopper paid 05550 mil- 
lion in escrow to the provincial 
government, The money has not 
been spent. Politicians are still 
squabbling over who gets what. 

Insurance against environmen- 
tal damage is now available. The 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, the Insurance 
Commission and the insurance 
industry are formulating rules on 
mandatory coverage. The private 
and public sectors prefer to man- 
age the risks. The bishops prefer 
to tumn their backs on them. 

Mining, especially large-scale 
mining, is inherently dangerous. 
When you diga big hole deep into 
the earth, you never know what 
forces you might unleash. When 
you blast a mountainside with 
"TNT, accidents will happen. But 
the loss of life is nothing com- 
pared to the 6,000 Filipinos dying 
from road accidents every year. 

The bishops give their blessings 
оп small-scale mining. But small- 
scale mining poses greater danger 
to life and property. The mercury 
used pollutes everything. It pol- 
lutes the ground, then the grass- 
lands on which livestock graze. It 
pollutes rivers and creeks. There is 
no antidote to drinking lethal 
mercury-polluted water. 

The recent accident at Diwalw- 
al clearly proves the great danger 
to life posed by small-scale min- 
ing. 

‘Small-scale mining is extreme- 
ly wasteful. No more than 40 per- 
cent of the gold (none of the cop- 
per) is extracted. Large-scale 
miners extract as much as 98 per- 
cent of the gold and the copper. 
There must be something the 
bishops can find in the Bible 
against such wastage of mineral 
resources God has generously 
showered upon us. 

May the Holy Spirit shine upon 
our meddlesome bishops so they 
can dig deep into the mining act, 
the implementing rules, and the 
Supreme Court decision with ut- 
most discernment and circum- 
spection. 
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Wellex seeks strategic partner 


ROBINSONS LAND CORP OF 
the Gokongweis said its net in- 
come jumped 34 percent to P1.2 
billion in its last fiscal year ending 
September 2005 from P920.7 
million in the previous year. 

In its financial report sub- 
mitted to the Philippine Stock 
Exchange, RLC said gross rev- 
enue rose 9 percent to Р5.1 bil- 
lion in fiscal year 2005 from 
P4.7 billion in fiscal year 2004. 

RLC's commercial centers di- 
vision pitched in 61 percent or 
P3.1 billion to the company's 
gross revenue, This represents a 
10.7-percent increase from the 
previous year's P2.8 billion 

Driving the growth in this 
segment is rentals improvement. 
in malls in Galleria, Manila, Ba- 
colod, Metro East, Lipa in Batan- 
gas and Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

"Take-up was also strong in its 
new malls and the redeveloped 
Pioneer-Mandaluyong mall. 

The companys high rise 
buildings unit booked gross 
revenue of P1.07 billion, up by 
6 percent from P1.01 billion in 
the previous year. This was at- 


tributed to 
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Robinsons Land posts 
34% jump in profit ` 


enue contribution of "Bloom- 
fields,” a residential subdivision 
in Novaliches, Quezon City. 


ble recurring lease income 


ings—Galleria Corporate Cen- 
ter, Robinsons Equitable Tower 
and Robinsons Summit Center. 

Rental income from these 


higher than the year-ago level. 
The hotels division registered 


ош years P521.6 million. 
‘The company also reported 
average hotel occupancy rates of 


Jeria Manila (HIGM), 80 percent 


ment division reported a 13-per- 
cent rise in 

P448.1 million as of the end of 
September 2005 from P395.1 mil- 
lion in the same period the previ- 


the substantial rev- 


ision also enjoys sta- 


king" William 


of its office build- 


uildings ^ reached 
Шоп, or 6 percent 


ше of P499.8 million, 
lower than the previ- 


for Holiday Inn Gal- | to dustrial Corp. 
idtown Hotel and 63 
Robinsons Apartelle. 
ing and land develop- 


billion 


in Valenzuela. 
revenue to 


Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


iBank plans to raise P3B 
via tier 2 capital issuance 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


MEDIUM-SIZED INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE 
Bank plans to raise P2-P3 billion in tier 2 or sup- 
plementary capital in preparation to a more 
stringent accounting and capital adequacy 
niles. 

iBanKs бег 2 capital issuance was ap- 
proved by the Monetary Board, Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas’ policy-making body, in its 
meeting last week, BSP Deputy Governor 
Nestor Espenilla said Friday night. 

Espenilla said the bank would issue finan- 
cial instruments that would qualify as “lower” 
tier 2 capital. 

Banking sources said the tier 2 fund-raising 
would be done through the issuance of re- 
deemable preferred shares. 

Deutsche Bank was mandated to under- 
write the tier 2 offering. Sources said the ex- 
ercise would likely start within the month. 

Under the new risk-based capital adequacy 
framework adopted by the BSP qualifying cap- 
ital consists of tier 1 or core capital and tier 2 or 
supplementary capital less deductions. 

Under the guidelines, lower Чег 2 capital 
can be in any of the following forms: 

© Paid-up limited life redeemable preferred 


so 


MONDAY 
10PM 


stock without the replacement requirement up- 
оп redemption provided it shall be subject to a 
cumulative discount factor of 20 percent per 
year during the last five years to maturity. 

ө Limited life redeemable preferred stock 
without the replacement requirement upon 
redemption dividends distributable. 

© Unsecured subordinated debt with a mini- 
thum original maturity of at least five years. 

‘The BSP's tier 2 guidelines implement the 
recommendations of the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements’ Basel Committee, the in- 
ternational standard-setting body for banks 

While banks across the region are cleaning 
up the bad assets that piled up since the 1997 
Asian currency turmoil, regulators are fine- 
tuning their regulatory and supervisory prac- 
tices in line with BIS standards. 

In the Philippines, tougher risk manage- 
ment guidelines have compelled many banks 
to issue tier 2 instruments and consider other 
long-term debt instruments, including hybrid 
debt instruments that could qualify as tier 1 
capital. 

For its part, Bank is now the biggest bank 
organized after the banking sector was liber- 
alized and was now even bigger than many of 
the older banks. 
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Wellex earlier invested P2.5 
Plastics City, its 30- 
hectare manufacturing complex 


Beset by Jabor problems and 
stiff competition from imported 
products, manufacturing plants 
at the Plastic City ceased com- 
mercial operations in 2002. 
‘Wellex is now focusing on reor- 
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Reorganizing operations, 
going into new ventures 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


TO HELP REVIVE ITS DORMANT 
plastics operations, listed firm 
Wellex Industries Inc. of "plastics 

Gatchalian is 
scouting for a strategic partner 
who will buy at least 30 percent. 
of one of its subsidiaries. 

Wellex Industries president Elvi- 
та A. Ting said after a recent compa- 
пу stockholders meeting that 
Wellex was in preliminary talks 
with a China-based plastics manu- 
facturer and a local firm engaged іп 
consumer products manufacturing. 

Ting said these companies are 
interested in acquiring 30- to 40- 
percent stake in Pacific Plastic 
Corp., a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Wellex holding firm Plastic City 


GATCHALIAN 
ganizing its operations in prepa- 
ration for new businesses. 

In its financial report last 
September, Wellex said it had 
been incurring losses for the past 
three years, Deficit stood at P1.3 
billion as of December 2004. 

Wellex plans to continue oper- 
ating. 

Wellex has leased out its ware- 
house facilities in Plastic City to 
major companies. 

Plastic City Industrial Corp., 
the holding firm of the Wellex 
Group, is the country’s first fully 
integrated manufacturer of plas- 
tic products 


Oil company 
putting up 
autogas stations 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE VOLATILITY OF GASOLINE AND DIESEL 
prices in the international market has 
prompted Eastern Petroleum Corp. to ear- 
mark the bulk of its two-year capital expendi- 
ture budget amounting to P500 million for 
the establishment of stations that offer auto- 
gas or liquefied petroleum gas for vehicles. 

Eastern Petroleum president Femando 
Martinez said the oil firm wanted to start of- 
fering autogas as soon as possible as world fü- 
el prices remained very unstable. 5 

"Were more bent on autogas because we 
see flat growth on liquid fuels due to uncertain 
international prices. They (world fuel prices) 
appeared to have stabilized in December, but 
theyre now very unstable again. Autogas is 
where we see growth,” he told the INQUIRER, 

He said the oil firm already had firm orders 
for autogas-related equipment. It had like- 
wise started forging linkages with conversion 
kitproviders. 

At this point, however, he said the oil firm 
was still awaiting the issuance of guidelines 
governing the establishment of autogas sta- 
tions. 
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT 

‘The country hasn't gone to the dogs—at least not yet. The rice dealer, 
probably stricken with a sick sense of humor, has gone on to sell grain 
fit for man's best friend, alongside staples for human consumption, in 
city where dogs happen (ође а sought-after тегі.  VNCENTCASREZA 


'05 earnings from IT 
services hit P1.8B 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


“Just recently, GM of Australia 
terminated its contract with EDS, 
and I think this proves that there 
is such a trend," he said. 

But according to Vives, the 
Philippines ITES sector would not 


EARNINGS FROM INFORMATION 
technology-enabled | services 
CITES) reached a total of $1.8 bil- 
Топ in 2005—about 33 percent 
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Debt-to-GDP ratio seen to hit 74% 


RP debt standing expected to improve over the next 5 years 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S 
debt as a percentage of the coun- 
пуз gross domestic product 
(СОР) is expected to register its 
first drop this year after posting 
consecutive increases over the last 
four years. 

According to the 2006 fiscal pro- 
gram prepared by the Department 
of Finance, the government's debt- 
to-GDP ratio would go down to 
74.1 percent this year, and would 
continually drop until it improves to 
51 percent by 2010. 

The expected drop in the debt- 
to-GDP ratio—one of the eco- 
nomic indicators closely watched 
by investors and credit rating 
agencies—is said to be brought 
about by the government's rev- 
enue-raising measures. The mea- 
sures are seen to improve the 


government's fiscal standing. 

The expected debt-to-GDP ra- 
tio of 74.1 percent for this year 
takes into account the projected 
debt of P4.4 trillion and a nomi- 
nal GDP of close to P6 trillion. 

‘The debt-to-GDP ratio measures 
how fast the governments debt in- 
creases or decreases relative to the 
growth ofthe economy. 

А declining ratio means either 
that the growth in government debt 
is decelerating or that the econo- 
mys growth is accelerating 

Historical data showed that 
the debt-to-GDP ratio stood at 
649 percent in 2001 and had 
continually grown to 71.1 per- 
cent in 2002, 78 percent in 2003 
and 78.8 percent in 2004. 

In 2005, the ratio was pro- 
grammed to stand at an even 
higher figure of 79.8 percent. 

"The growth in the debr-to-GDP 


ings over the years. 


borrowings, 


in the economy. 


Globe’s non-stop offer turns 
into a permanent fixture 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘STARTING TOMORROW, FEB. 7, SUBSCRIBERS 
of Globe Telecom Inc. may send and receive un- 
limited text messages after the | National 
"Telecommunications Commission approved the 
carrier's Txt Nonstop offering. 

‘Txt Nonstop is open to Globe's 13 million 
prepaid and postpaid customers since 
September. 

“Txt Nonstop allows unlimited texting with- 
in the network for PIS for a day, P25 for 2 
days and P50 for 5 days. 

Globe said that on the average, subscribers 


For the P1S а day Txt Nonstop, Globe said it 
collects only 58 centavos for each message. 
Globe's revenue falls to 49 centavos for each 
‘message sent under the P25 Txt Nonstop, and 
it goes even lower to 37 centavos a message 
sent under the P50 Txt Nonstop. 

“The commission poses no objection (to 
giving its permanent approval), subject to the 
condition that Globe shall publish the me- 
chanics in the newspapers," said the NTC. 

Text messaging has become the most popu- 
lar and most affordable way to communicate. 
More than 30 million Filipinos who own mo- 
bile phones send more than 400 million mes- 


ratio was blamed on the huge 
deficits that had forced the gov- 
ernment into enormous borrow- 


Finance officials attribute the ex- 
pected decline in the debt-to-GDP 
ratio this year to improving rev- 
enues resulting from various mea- 
sures, such as the two-percentage- 
point increase in the value-added 
tax rate. Higher revenues, they said, 
‘would cut the governments deficit 
and therefore reduce the need for 


‘Although the expected actual 
debt figure of P4.4 trillion this year 
still reflects an increase—debt was 
estimated to have stood at P4.2 tril- 
lion last year—the growth is seen to 
be slower than the expected growth 


Debt would only decrease once 
the government totally plugs its 
budget deficit, which is estimated 


[В 


to Бе trimmed down to P124.9 
billion this year from last year’s 
146.5 billion. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves earlier said the DOF would 
focus its efforts this year to moni- 
toring the performance of the re- 
cently implemented fiscal reform 
measures to ensure they generate 
the expected revenues. 

“Teves said the DOF believed that 
the improving fiscal condition 
‘would create a positive pressure on 
the country’s credit rating. Howev- 
er, he admitted that it is still uncer- 
tain whether the credit-rating agen- 
cies will actually improve their out- 
Jook on the Philippines this year. 

The three major ratings 
firms—Standard & Poor’, Fitch 
Ratings, and Moody's Investors 
Service—have ай submitted 
“negative” ratings on the coun- 
trys credit standing. 
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higher than the $1.2 billion posted 
the previous year—as the country 
continues to reap benefits from off- 
shore businesses, according to an 
industry research firm, 

Lauro Vives, global managing 
partner of Canada-based ХМС 
Inc, said the figures could even 
go up toas high as $2.3 billion, an 
increase of 28 percent, by the end 
ofthis year. 

Based іп Victoria, British 
Columbia, XMG also provides ad- 
vising and consulting services. 

Vives said that although the 
figures were encouraging, ITES 
providers would be wise to repo- 
sition their businesses amid a 
trend of “backsourcing’—a situa- 
ton where business owners 
‘would want to provide the ser- 
vices themselves, instead of turn- 
ing to other firms for help. 

"There is definitely a move to- 
ward backsourcing,” Vives said. 
“According to studies, 90 percent 
of corporate chief information of- 
ficers were thinking of setting up 
their own outfits rather than con- 
tinue to tap outside help.” 

Vives said 34 percent of CIOs 
considered this idea in 2004 and 
only 3.5 percent in 2003. 


RP food producers want 
access to EU market anew 


By Christine A. Gay 


be adversely affected by this trend. 

Vives said that with heightened 
awareness of the capabilities of 
Asia-Pacific countries and the in- 
creasing internal tolerance for risks 
in operating offshore, several inter- 
national organizations that have 
previously outsourced multi-year 
contracts with overseas operators 
would set up their own outfits 
abroad to meet internal business 
process and IT needs. 

To address this development, 
Vives said XMG on Tuesday will 
launch its Information and 
Communication Technology Ex- 
ecutive Forum for IT decision 
makers. 

"We believe CIOs would rise in 
prominence, along with chief fi- 
nance officers and other key com- 
pany officers," he said. "The Fo- 
Tum is aimed at advancing the 
management expertise and busi- 
mess best practices in ICT." 

The forum would provide 
members access to executive 
briefings on the latest insights 
concerning the industry; 
roundtable discussions and ac- 
cess to XMG's researches, as well 
as one-on-one cofisultations with 
analysts. 
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metric tons valued at more than 
P18 billion, and foreign exchange 
earnings of P11 billion, according 
to data gathered from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

Recently the EC has also decid- 
ed to reduce in April the tariff on 
Asean tuna exports. The tariff re 
duction will significantly increase. 
Philippine exports to the EU mar- 
ket by 8 to 12 percent. 

‘As aid to tsunami affected na- 
tions, the EU Council of Member 
States has decided to advance by 
three months the date of imple- 
mentation of its new tariff lines 
оп imported canned and pouched 
tuna from Thailand, the Phili 
pines and Indonesia. 

Buencamino said that although 
the Philippines was the least affect- 
ed by the tsunami tragedy, it stands 
to benefit from the EC's decision. 

“The Philippine tuna industry 
will get a boost following the low- 
ering of tax rates imposed by the 
EU on non-preferred countries 
beginning in April instead of Ju- 
ly" Buencamino said. 

From 24 percent, the EU Coun- 
cil of Member States lowered the 
tariff to 12 percent. The new tar- 

line will be applied over a peri- 
од of three years. 

Tuna products in aluminum 
foil pouches have become in- 
creasingly popular in Europe be- 
cause the packaging preserves 
the fresh taste und firm texture of 
the fish better than those pack- 
aged in tin cans, 


„OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF 
Лила canneries in General Santos 
City are seeking new accredita- 
tion from the European Commis- 
«sion after members of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) recently tight- 
ened safety regulations on im- 
ported food products. 

EU is the country’s second 
-largest destination for tuna ex- 

ports. Trade figures are pegged at 
no less than $200 million a year. 

According to Agriculture Sec- 
-retary Domingo Panganiban, tu- 
ла manufacturers have continu- 

‘ously been upgrading their facili- 
“ties in time for the inspection of 
ТЕЙ authorities in March. 

"We cannot afford to lose the 
180 marker,” said Panganiban. "Lo- 
“eal tuna canneries are gearing up 

to maintain their accreditation." 

‘Two European experts will ar- 
rive in the country to study the 
quality and competitiveness of 
Philippine fishery facilities and 
aquaculture products. 

‘The EC has lowered the accept- 
able lead content of tuna prod- 
ucts they are importing to 0.2 
from 0.5 parts per million and has 
been strictly monitoring the ap- 
plication of Good . Agricultural 
Practices of Philippine exporters. 

‘Tuna is still one of the country's 
"top marine and aquaculture ex- 
«ports in recent years. The Philip- 

pines is the second biggest pro- 
ducer of tuna, next to Taiwan, 
-with an annual net of 300,000 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
Мн оке PASONG TAMO, MAKATI CITY 
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RAPID Tx VD-STD 

Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD. 

ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
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CHI 7278124 -25 mpm 
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The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


Rewarding Sales Career Awaits 


SALES 
EXECUTIVES 
7 
aW, _ With pleasing personality 


fs Good communication and 
presentation skis 
‘See us with your Resumé 
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 рат. 
Gth floor, RGV Bldg. Pres. Озтейа Highway 
(formerly SSHiway, Makati City ) 
Tel. No. 889.9802 or 844.3303. 


Male & Female, 21 to 35 
years of age. 


SKIN DISEASES 
ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
‘UI ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTLITYIMPOTENCE. 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL) 
XELODIPAP SMEAR 
compune LIBOIATOR 
Gamma Bid. No Pure St, 


LEASE-TO-OWN 
Greenbelt Radissons 
20т/то: Behind ADH 

lagespi Vin... Makati 

8 Wack Wack 
э-эй, 25-39 ю 


BAY GARDENS тоз bid. 
оаа n. SM Mol Aa 
09209602940 


10088. PLAZA iw 59M 
Ne LASALLE Tat Эбт 13M 
LAS PINAS SF RESORT 2M 
[o 


Vi MANPOWER 805-5601 
ui WASPAG O8 UR HONEY БАСК 


АА MAIDSYAYA 4286520 


‘Allard ald Yaya 4385280, 


NI Around Mild Cook #955702 


тір Agency Stt + stand 


MWORKNG MADS «212022 


NEED MAIDS 4326194 


Pasig WOO битвы 
EY AED расписи. MAS 

моля NURSE YAYA COOK LIBA 
кой, DAER SCREENED WCLEAR. 
шге палета. 


Los Banos 

+ 25 Hectares Land 

* LoteMarymount Subd. 
Tel. 890-8277/8959101 

Trusted Maids ма 4375022 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Yaya, Cook maid 2057507 
LIPAT BAHAY 


АНУ 9206784 4540520 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 
REGISTERED PHARMACIST 


Pls. Call: Ms. Jenny basco 
at 851-7028 & 851-7020 
FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
FDI Bidg., Queensway Ave. cor. 

У. de Leon St., Bo. Ibayo 
Parafaque City 


KOTSE мо ви KO таза 


1% Auto Easy 530441 
1% AUTOLOAN 766-4961 


1% Car Landing 656-0140 
United Tree Car Loan Сор. 


1% CARLOAN 3734519 
1& Easy Car Loon TTA 
1% wout taking car БТ 


18% Easy Car Loan 278785 HOMEBASED CALL CENTER 


0917-9521960 
машти -------- 
— woms o Proc zoxin 


iSkwobMegCeTZRMHS FULL / PARTTIME - 3764812 


паљена си RETIRE 2YRS 09189051567 
‘Sting Саги: RTW CONSIGN 0917-2500002 
ж Wo тнв CAR тшм 
25 WO тине сэй тил! 


теме Car азиз 


түзілім сы Теа 


 BUTUAN CITY WATER DISTRICT 
ЗА Rosales Avenue, Butuan Chy 

Tel Nos. (085) 423145 4: Tel Fax. (08) 815-1288 
Ела adores: Бона skynet net 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR 
ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Tro Ба Cey Water Dit hereby nies suppers nd 
Subst вору or igh эла in. acordarea wih 
LAA РА S184, ior Pe sop and deve ol Brass 
Flings, CL Conicaon Plage CI Valves & Figs GL 
Post Fags sng HOPE Pres 

PACKAGE t. BRASS FITTINGS, ISO (А ems] 


ABC: Php 140000000 Bidding Fee: Php 1,500.00 
PACKAGE2.C 1 COMBINATION FLANGE, SO (5 Rems) 
Pox 110m0: Ses. ето 10 Pes. 250 
10 Pes 200m: ЮРЕ лета 
‘ABC: Php 60000000 Bidding Fee: Php 1.00000 
PACKAGES. CL VALVES & FITTINGS (8 ems) 
(Pcs Ar Please Vv лт, 
1 Pe. Оша Va, ла FIF BNG 
2р Gate Vai ten FIF BNG NAS 
2Рсх Нуса Наза. л007т0 Весела 
2 Pes Mechanical Wye 225mm x 22500 
БАЛ TEE tems) ОР 160mm Пти; 
11 Pes. 20 x 100m. 
| 
‘ABC: Prp 70000000 Вади Fee: Php 100000 
PACKAGE .G.L PIPES SCH.408 G1 FITTINGS (7 ems] 
тво Pe TO xm, S86 Pes Bushing Reducer 
TOIA 0,200 Pes Ebor ГО 
8800 Pes Pag x0, 4520 Pos Toe Reducer 
тоха 0:2580 Pes Teo Ox ТО: 
ось Union TO. 
ABCPROSSNBULOD Bidding Fee: Php 19000 
PACKAGES. Back HDPE PIPES, 25m0: ета & Blue 
HOPE PIPES 110mm. SOR 11 SO tees] 
237 Fols десі 1505, 150 Fols Somn x Som; 
1066 Pes. отео xóm 
ABC: Prp 3720,09 00 Bing Fe: Php 200000 
PACKAGES. Boe HOPE PIPES, 2520, 280m0 & 
315ean0, SOR 11,150 @ Rens) 
1221 Pes. 225m0 xs 10 Pes 280mm x 
{Pes Siero rem 
ABC: Pho 1173008. Bidding Fee: Php 300020 
А cone sat ol Bang Documents may be purchased per 
package by iteresad dors upon payment ol a non- 
rco lee as ncaa per радар Пе medi payment 
3S CASH Tho Bóng Documents sat be све personaly 
Dye prospec Boos or гв алто повезане. 
Во Package 5, китге врат el submit 1o те BAC 
‘Scant. umng ts са hors, оле (1) кй 25000 x 
150m andor (1) кй Smad x Sn HOPE Pos as sais, 
hich shat stjeced 1o Hydro lesing on Worn Визе 
Prise sd Messeren тери безе бу SOSON Al 
желдін sa be on February 20 206 Ову appcants ly 
тоес Pal mor samples passed те test are quad 10 
Russe big documents ad parcial m e big, 
Pre BáCorlerncs sal be het he Тапи Hal c BOWO 
Jun Вывод on Pe eng Gur 
Fetrary22,2008 900АМ Packages 144 
200P M -Paciages 283 
Machia S00AM -Pacaga 586 
Submision and opaning oí sealed эк stat be a P same 
жае ecn al tow ст. 
шаба | SODAM.—Packages 184 
2UDPM.-Pacags243 
Noch 13,2005 SODAM Реза 28 
ашал Cty Wate: Deve restes ге пул res any rd 
más. nave any cect му aren, assume го 
exrsbttyviascevrcorperszo cr таву er kr 
any expense named in be preparation of Per bs, and 10 
axe Poder mosi aovartageous то Ре governement 
(598) JORGE L.GUDUYO, CE. 
Carran Bos ard Anaso Commas 
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тмин SALES AGENT 


alt ting стат Coes Ma 8104085 шу 


LIPAT BAHAY 8990215 commute Spaces for lese 
= (витални ons 


среско vans ТВ 
АЗОТА 742-14-57 


PROF MOVING SERVICESITW) 
тез 34 LOC 108 


PASAY NR. EDSA CONDO 
STILE 1298 WPKNG 2018872 


NRLASALLE IBRAC 8952148 


РТАМО nr BUENDIA 


CUBAO 200m? 0917-7900868 
LL. Gennio пон dels 


GLOBAL CITY (812792664 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


ETE... 


03 SENTRA 3257 0502531 


MANDALUYONG 10 STR 


BLOG. МСЕ + 0917:7930854 


ORTIGAS нра ole Condo 
doy Sim Orboing ADB 
мән ОГ ОБН 


BULACAN РОТ 190836468 ponga Accord 1904 Model 
T ме ну Loaded 2007 
Marina rand пон 48 378. 0917-481408-6872192-92 


acuti P3 2M 47112 


• МО DP • 
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GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


Rush РАНО ртт 070139 


агыта, 575-0750 


YAMAHAGRAND A UPRIGHT [ 
PIANOS : TERMS -77213124 
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ANAME YOU CAN TRUST! 
MANA. WATCH. EXCHANGE 


BUY • SELL • PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


‘AOTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
 HeAPPRAISALIFAST CASH 
REPAIRPOUSH ANY WATCH 
"TH004-0484 834-2006 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDIBLE 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 
Sa ARTA UR 


‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW ^s INTEREST 
AGENCIA DE МАКА 


WE Buy 


The Philippines Programme 


of 


Save the Children - UK 


announces 


the closure of its office and cessation of 
operations at the close of office hours 
on 31 March 2006. 


S/F, #89 Scout Castor St., Quezon City 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 
pics cie d EI 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon’ 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


REPUBUC OF THE PHUPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
FERTILIZER AND PESTICIDE AUTHORITY 
FPA Buting, BAI Compound, Vayas Avene, Quazon Cly 
Tels: 322 30-71 827-3547 -022-39-02 92825-36 920-06 820 81-73 
тда 32223 55-2042: 
emai aadress pa, 778 yahoo com website odes ip pa da gph 
205255206 

FPA Board Resolution No. 05 


Series of 2005 


WHEREAS, the Fertlizer and Pesticide Authority (FPA) ва regulatory 
agency created by Presidential Decree (PD) 1144, an agency attached to 
the Department of Agriculture: 

WHEREAS, the Fertlizer and Pesticide Authority is mandated by law 
to regulate, control and develop both the fertilizer and pesticide industry 
that include the licensing of all handlers and the registration of all fertilizer 
and pesticide products that are intended to be imported, exported, 
manufactured, formulated, stored, distributed, sold or offered for sale, 
transported, delivered for transportation ог used in the country, 

WHEREAS, the Ozone Layer is a thin, fragile shield that effectively 
fiters and screens almost all of the harmful ultraviolet radiation from the 
зип and the ozone hole is the result of the thinning of the ozone layer due 
to depletion of the ozone layer caused by ozone depleting substances 
(005) that include methyl bromide, а fumigant used for the control of 
nematodes, fungi, weeds, pathogens and insect pests; 

WHEREAS, the alarming rale of ozone depletion resulted to a global 
concern that led to an agreement called the Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer binding signatories to 
discontinue production and consumption of ODS and set specific targets 
for their phase-out, which the Philippines signed on September 1988; 

WHEREAS, in 1992, the Copenhagen Amendment to the Protocol 
included methyl bromide (MB) among the ODS and introduced control and 
phase-out schedule on ils consumption. The amendment was ratified by 
{he Philippine Senate on March 2001; 

WHEREAS, in ine with the commitment of the Philippine government 
as party to the Montreal Protocol, a National Methyl Bromide Phase-out 
Strategy was instituted and being implemented by the FPA which put in 
effec, among others, a 20% yearly reduction on controledinon-exempt MB. 
usage, thats MB use for sol steriization in banana plantation, fumigation 
‘of grains and stored commodities in warehouses and storage facilities and 
structural fumigation that include flourmills, ships and aircrafts, started оп 
2005 up to 2008 until its eventual phase-out by 2009; 

WHEREAS, to assist the FPA inthe implementation of Ihe Phase-out 
Strategy, a mul agency group composed of various government bureaus 
and agencies called the Methyl Bromide Technical Advisory Committee 
(МЕТАС) was established as a consultative and recommendatory body to 
the FPA; 

WHEREAS, the MBTAC after due deliberation and consultation, 
recommended to the РРА, the registration of Category І substitutes to 
Methyl Bromide in view of the use reduction and eventual phase-out of 
‘controled/nonexempt MB use; 

WHEREAS, in response to the decrease in usage and the eventual. 
phase-out of MB use for controlled non-exempt purposes, availabilty of 
Substitutes to MB becomes a necessity and of crucial importance tothe 
affected sectors since MB is a fumigant of choice for its effectivity, ease in 
application, short aeration period and economy; 

WHEREAS, registration of substitutes to MB wil not be legally possible 
since these chemical fumigants fall under Hazard Category | pesticides, 
and thus are subject to the prohibition under FPA Pesticide Circular No. 
03, dated June 6, 1988 entitled, “Moratorium on New Registration of 
Category Pesticides 

NOW THEREFORE, upon motion duly seconded, the Board 
RESOLVES to ALLOW the registration of Category | substitutes to Methyl 
Bromide in ine with the phase-out schedule as a country's commitment as 
a party to the Montreal Protocol. 

This resolution shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication none 
(1) newspaper of general circulation. 

Quezon City, Philippines, November 16, 2005 


= РАМВАМВА! 
Y Agriculture and 
Chairman of the Board, FPA 


ж 


PETERS. FAVILA 
Secretary 
Department of Trade and Industry 


те... 


AMANDO M. TETANGCO, JR. 
Governor 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


LOLIBETH R. MEDRANO 
Director 

Environmental Management 
Bureau 


су 


LEALYN A. RAMOS 
Oficerin-Charge. 
Bureau of Plant Industry 


E 


FORFIRIO B. VIL 
Representative ofthe 
Secretary 

Department of Finance 


( ‘OMAR BYRON T. MIER 
Presideht 
Philippine National Bank 


LETICIA BARBARA BAÑEZ- GUTIERREZ 
Director 
Bureau of Food and Drugs 


рї February. 2008) 


BUYING ROLEX 


The 'Subik' experience 


THE GREATER SUBIC BAY 
Tourism Bureau (GSBTB), a forum com- 
posed of operators of diverse 
tourism-related business and non-govern- 
ment in Bataan, the city of Olongapo, the 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone, and Zambales, 
unveiled a major tourism project dubbed 
the "Subik! Subik! Festival" on February 
10-12, 2006, which will showcase the 
country's rich cultural others. 

The tourist attractions found in Bataan, 
Olongapo, Subic Bay Freeport and Zambales Еог more information, please call us at (047) 
serve as а call not only to foreign tourists, but 252 4829 and (047) 252 4195, E-Mail us at 
to the domestic markets as well~to come апд greatersubic i com 


тай № обет Has а 
10% OF oc 8 e int or Ho DP 
биз Fr. Араз 08174012028 


Vans, Сой. Bus, Храп F180 
‘Bena бине Car 


813-1975 8131976 
‘CARS INTL. RENTAL SRVS. 


U-Drive баға а Vans 
в96-0856/8908015 


‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7289687 + 0917-8884040 


More 
Classified 
Ads 
on Pages 
B2 & B4 


see their country as a land in our natural sur- 
rounding and of our people makes this country a 
real WOW Philippines of the world. 

With strong advocacy in place, the GSBTB seeks 
to bind all the tourist attractions found in Bataan, 
Olongapo, Subic Bay Freeport and Zambales in to 
a synergy characterized in one single identity- the 
spirit and soul of Subik. This eventually drives the 
bureau to develop and project, be proud of and 
promote our destinations, our people and culture 
to the world. 
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ABE Int'l Business College 
awarded best brand innovator 


NEW IDEAS IN BRAND INNOVA- 
tion, brand recognition and customer 
confidence were the factors that 
clinched for ABE International Busi- 
mess College the Asian Star Brand 
Gold award for 2006. 

The Asian Star Brand status is an 
annual recognition of companies who 
are stringently selected for their ac- 
complishments, achievements and in- 
movations in running their business 
brands, It is awarded on the basis of 
Having an international brand stature 
‘or having the potential to be опе. ABE 
successfully passed the five standards 
seeded to win this prestigious award, 
namely: brand recognition, brand in- 
riovation, customer confidence, prod- 
ct quality and brand passion. The 
mark of distinction was given during 
the glitzy Asia Brand Excellence 
Awards night held at the Makati 
Shangrila-Plaza Jan. 30. 

* “We at ABE constantly update our 
curriculum in tune with the latest de- 


velopments in the industry. We are 
now offering Hotel and Restaurant 
Management and Tourism courses in 
recognition of the very progressive 
HRM and Tourism industries which 
are vital areas that could spur the 
country's economic growth,” said vice 
president and chief operating officer 
Danter R. Sullivan. 

He said that apart from teaching IT- 
based practical solutions to the prob- 
lems besetting entrepreneurs, the 
school also offers alternative man- 
agement and marketing programs to. 
help would-be businessmen to cope 
with the challenges of the industry. 

Other notable honors granted to 
ABE include the National Product 
Quality Excellence's most outstanding 
business college in 2005, the 2004-05 
Philippine Marketing Excellence 
Award for most outstanding IT-based 
business college. Organized by power- 
houses in the marketing industry such 
as the Asian Institute of Marketing and 


Entrepreneurship and Sales & Market- 
ing magazine, the Philippine Market- 
ing Excellence Awards is a yearly un- 
deraking to recognize achiev- 
ers/companies in the adoption of ex- 
cellent marketing practices. 

Advocates of entrepreneurship 
would be glad to know that ABE was 
certified as the no. 1 TEbased busi- 
ness college for 2005 by the National 
Shoppers Choice Awards, a distin- 
guished consumer award-giving 
body, It was also recognized by the 
Parangal ng Bayan as the most out- 
standing business school for 2005. 

АВЕ is a member of the prestigious 
AMA Education System (Amaes), 
Asia's pioneer and largest network of 
TEbased colleges and universities. Its 
distinct advantage lies in its modern 
computer facilities and technology 
supported by its international afili- 
ates in education such as Microsoft, 
Cisco Systems, NCC-UK, Alpha Inno- 
vations and Festo. 


Omega-3 fatty acids recommended 
for diabetics, high-risk heart patients 


MANY PRACTICING PHYSICIANS 
are now prescribing supplementation 
with omega-3 fatty acids for patients 
classified as high-risk to develop 
heart attacks and strokes 

Since diabetics belong to this 
high-risk group and are in fact classi- 
fied as a coronary heart disease 
(CHD) equivalent, leading medical 
experts in diabetes or diabetologists 
in the country are also now recom- 
mending the use of omega-3 for 
these patients. Patients with dia- 
betes are considered CHD equiva- 
lent because they have a similar risk 
of developing a heart attack or other 
cardiovascular complications as pa- 
tients with established heart disease 
or those who already had a previous 
heart attack. 

Clinical evidences supporting the 
clinical benefits with omega-3 sup- 
plementation are now accumulating 
and are published in prestigious in- 
ternational journals. In a well г 
ceived analysis of all well-designed 
clinical trials evaluating cholesterol- 
‘modulating drugs including statins 
and fibrates published in the 
Archives of Internal Medicine re- 
cently, omega-3 Pufa has been 
shown to have the most significant 
benefit in terms 

of improving survival and lifespan 
of heart patients. 

‘The role of omega-3 in preventing 
sudden death especially in those 


with irregular heart beats or ar- 
rhythmia is also mounting. Studies 
show that about half of all deaths 
from heart disease are sudden and 
unexpected, regardless of the under- 
lying disease. This may be due to 
narrowing of the coronary arteries in 
patients with diabetes or cholesterol 
problems, degeneration of the heart 
muscle or to cardiac enlargement in 
patients with high blood pressure. 
While deaths from coronary 
artery disease have fallen, mortality 
from sudden cardiac death remains 
the most common cause of death in 


„many countries. Previous heart at- 


tack victims have a risk of sudden 
death which is four to six times the. 
rate of the general population. The 
females are not necessarily the 
stronger sex in relation to sudden 
death. At older ages, women who 
have heart attacks are twice as likely 
as men to die from them within a few 
weeks. 

To prevent sudden cardiac death, 
one must treat the underlying prob- 
Jems ie. coronary artery disease, 
high blood pressure, ` elevated 
cholesterol, diabetes, smoking and 
other risk factors. 

Over the last 10 years, there is 
now convincing scientific data 
showing that omega-3 polyunsatu- 
rated fatty acids in fish oil may have 
a significant clinical application in 
the prevention of sudden cardiac 


Gn Toying Memory 


Third Death Anniversary 


death. Heart experts including the 
American Heart Association (AHA) 
have now recommended omega-3 in 
the prevention of heart attack, 
stroke and sudden cardiac death. It 
has been suggested that the de- 
creased mortality associated with 
fish intake may be in part due to a re- 
duction by omega-3 fatty acids of fe 
tal arrhythmias leading to cardiac 
arrest. 

Several clinical trials, including 
the highly acclaimed Gissi Preven- 
zione Trial published in the presti- 
gious Lancet medical journal, have 
shown а consistent effect of omega-3 
in reducing the incidence of sudden 
cardiac death. In the same trials, no 
significant cardiovascular benefits 
have been reported with vitamin E. 

A locally available brand of 
omega-3 supplement is Omegabloc 
which is an over-the-counter food 
supplement in most Mercury and 
Watson drug stores nationwide, It 
comes in 1-gram softgels and is rec- 
ommended at a dose of 2-3 softgel 
capsules daily. It is manufactured by 
a leading manufacturer of food sup- 
plements in the United States. 

Trianon International, the local 
distributor of Omegabloc, is wel- 
coming provincial distributors, ac- 
cording to Francis Melegrito, Tri 
anon national sales manager. Inter- 
ested parties can call 892-0723, 892- 
0724, 815-3239 or 813-5436. 


Message of Thanks 


We wish to express our profound gratitude and sincere ^ 


ер — RR ERR 
a bright 


LAMOIYAN, DEPED ORIENTATION ON ORAL CARE 


‘The joint undertaking on the implementation of the. 
Oral Care Package for a Bright Child program fur- 
ther progresses as proponents Lamoiyan Corp's 
Hapee toothpaste and the Department of Educa- 
tion (DepEd) recently conducted the project orien- 
tation before DepEd representatives at the Richville 
Hotel in Mandaluyong City. Strategies on how to 
effectively integrate oral healthcare education in. 
the elementary curriculum among other related ef- 
forts were formulated after the day-long seminar. 
Officials present were Lamolyan managing consul- 
tant Ding Salvador and marketing services manag- 
er Anthony Ang, together with DepEd's Health Divi- 
sion-Health and Nutrition Center Chief Dr. Ma. 
Corazon Dumlao, and Dental Services Section 


Head Dr. Juan Araojo. The Oral Care Package for a. 
Bright Child program is a 2-year partnership be- 
tween Lamoiyan and DepEd. Lamoiyan will pro- 
Vide oral care products and dental facilities from its * 
P2-million budget allocation for this advocacy. The 
campaign intends to decrease student absen- 
teeism brought about by oral health problems. 
‘Shown (seated from left) are: Bing Tecson of Lam- 
olyan Corp; Director Adelfo Trinidad, DepED Con- 
sultant; Dr. Corazon C. Dumlao, Head Medical, 
DepEd: Ding Salvador, managing consultant, Lam- 
уап Corp; Catherine В. Andres, program director, 
Professional insights Marketing Services; Dr, Jun 
Агајо, Head Dental, DepEd; and Anthony Ang, mar- 
keting services manager, Lamoiyan Corp. 


acti 


Home theater system from Bose 


THE BOSE LIFESTYLE 48 DVD HOME EN- 
tertainment system will change the way you 
think about movies and music. 
CD collection. Digitally store and organize 
up to 340 hours of music in the media cen- 
ter, featuring a progressive scan DVD/CD 
player. The ADAPTIQ audio calibration sys- 
tem analyzes your room and adjusts your 
Lifestyle system's sound for great perfor- 
‘mance and cinematic experience. 

One of the key elements of the Lifestyle 
48 DVD system features the award-winning 
Jewel Cube speaker arrays-measuring only 
4% inches high-for dramatically lifelike 
sound, These are the smallest and most 
powerful speaker arrays of Bose, yet they 
deliver sound you would expect from 
speakers many times their size. The Jewel 
Cube speakers fill your room with won- 
drous surround sound. 

At the heart of the Bose entertainment 
system is the Acoustimass module, which 
produces resounding low notes that bring 

n sequences to life and adds fullness to 
music. The Acoustimass module can be 
placed out of sight, so all the sound seems 
to come from the Jewel Cube speaker ar- 


even your 


rays 

‘The Lifestyle 48 DVD system puts it all 
together with innovative approaches that 
Jet you easily customize your listening ex- 
perience. All with the performance, ele- 
gance and simplicity you expect from Bose. 

For inquiries about Bose entertainment 
systems, call 898-2048, 634-8484 or visit 
its showrooms at the Rockwell Powerplant 
Mall, SM Megamall, SM City North Eds 
Festival Supermall, Robinsons Place Mani 
or log on to wwweleksis.com. 


OBITUARIES _ 


| 


JOSE $. ENEJOSA, JR. 


of Mauban, Quezon & Pasig City 


His wife EVELYN; children JOJO ( ), 
JEFFREY, ЛМКУ ( ), JENNIFER & Rolando; 
grandchildren CHRISTOPHER, 
ALEXANDRIA and JR. request the pious 
readers to pray for his eternal repose. 


We design 
p obituaries 
An obituary for free. 


with a picture can 


appreciation to all those who offered prayers, flowers, 
cash donations and their condolences to us, as well as 
to those who share the love and concern we have for 
our beloved father, 


GEORGE M. PEREZ 


who passed away in the Grace of our 
Lord on February 2, 2006. 


From his children: Dante, Wilhelmina and Tel, and 
Bong and Arleen; and grandchildren GT, Gretchen, 


4 Harone and Heirich. 


==» 


be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Always caring.. 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (1.D.) 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


WE ACCEPT 


CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 
payments 


"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that | 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." 


өзе | 


== = = 
Our Dearly Beloved “Таа уо" 
DR. ANTONIO OBIETA GISBERT 


May 24, 1917 — February 06, 2005 


In loving memory of his first death anniversary 
his wife, Адепса & the whole family 
Children: Menchie & Mac, Tess & Manny, Boy & Babylon, 
Jo & Jojo, Mylo & Га, Johnny & Flora, Ramon & Jet, 
Viclor & Arlene, Marissa, Rose & Lito, Ann & Cary, 
Marikit & Joel, Martin & Nancy. 
Grandchildren : Масе & Noel, Malou & Noel, 
Yazmin & Niño, April, Michael, TJ. & Day, Philip, Farah, 
Yancey & May, Justin, Celine & Patrick, Jay, Trixie, Mayday & Fred, 
John Rex & Mina, Maidess, Monj, Tonio, Katrina & Leo, Patricia, 
Tanya, Giles, Mona, Niña, Kurt, Burt, Sydney, Jonas, Francis, Toni, 
Coody, Marty 
Great Grandchildren : Nico, Sandy, Nikki, Chelsea, Jean, Rican, 
Renzo, Az, Mikey, Bianca, Belle, Raphael, Marianne, Sophia 
request the pious readers to pray fr the ега repose of his soul 
‘Masses will be offered at the following churches: 
Bastica of tho тесігі Concepon-Iavamuros.Mania 7:30am & 12 
Christo King Parish- E axhguez Q.C. 6:30am & 6 pm 
Магу the Queen Patsh-Groonfuls, San Juan бат pm 
Mino Вазйсв of San Lorenzo Ruiz-Binando, Manin Gam &S:30 pm 
‘Minor Basilica ofthe Black Nazarene- Quapo, Mania бат&брт 
National Shine of ho Sacred Heart- Moka Ciy San&6pm 
Nuestra Senora do Gula Parish-Ermita, Mania ЕСІТТІ 
Ош Lady of Remedios Parish- lat, Manda баб pm 
Parish of Our Lady of The Abandoned-Hulo, Mand Ciy 6:30am аб pm 
Parish of Our Lady ofthe Abandoned- Sta. Ала, Mania 6:30 am &6:30pm 
Parish of Зап Felipe Ner Mandalyong. Sam&6pn 
Parish of Sto. Nno,Pandacan, Manta Samá6pm 
Sacred Heart Рай! Ой Sta. Mesa Manila бота брт 
Sui Franc Parsh Church- Shaw, Mand. Ciy бапа рт 
Son Agustin Church-Intamus Mania 5:30pm 
San Fernando do Dio Parsh-Paco, Manila 6:30am 6:30 pm 
San Roque Pansh-Mandaluyong Ciy mu 
Son Sevastian Parish Quiapo Mania. Gong pm 
Santissimo Rosario Parish- UST. Sampaloc. Mania 7:30am &5:15 pm 
Santuaro de San Amonio- Forbes Park, Makati 6:15am 6pm. 
Santuario de San Jose-Greonhls Mand. Cty блвапабри 
Santuario Dol So. Cristo- San Juan бат 
Strine of Ihe Most Holy Rosary- Sto Domingo, Q.C. батабрт 
Shrine ofthe Dune Мису-Мала Cy бап&брт 
SL Aphonsus Mary do Liguori Parish Mogafones бапа брт 
SL Абен ho Aposte Paral Cty 6:30am 630 pm 
SL Antony s Shumo- Sampaloc, Mania 150m &6:30 pm 
St John Bosco Parish -Makat City бапа bpm 
St John the Bapust Parish-Pinagiabanan, Ѕат ап 5:45 am & G pm 
St Joseph The Worker Pansh-Makau City Gama 6pm 
St Jude Nchdoceson Shmo-Manda ват 
За Cruz Parish- Sin. Cruz, Manta Boma 6ле рт 


+ 
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GP AyalaLand 
HOMESTARTER 


“іші some ofthe projacis where yov con own your futura homo, 


— 


Within 3 years, to be specific. The Ayala Land Homestarter Bond is an investment tool 
that fast tracks your ownership of a prestigious property from Ayala Lond. For as low 
as P5,000 up to P25,000 a month, your Ayala Land Homestarter Bond will grow in just 
3 years to enable you to make a downpayment on your very own condo unit ог house 
and lot, For people destined to have their own homes in the near future. 


Hurry! This opportunity only lasts until Feb. 14, 2006. 


‘An Incredibly convonlunt, ploneering Idea from Ayala ата, л avallablo for ts subildiarlus 


? 
eme) Avida 


Innovations Atri nga bos 


Call ВР! Capital Corp, at 8455695 to 98, Find out how to own a home faster than you think. 


MONDAY, 
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Surge in flour 
imports worries 
local millers 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


LOCAL FLOUR MILLERS HAVE CALLED ON 
concerned government agencies, such as the 
Bureau of Customs and the health depart- 
ment's Bureau of Food and Drugs, to investi- 
gate the surge in the supply of imported sub- 
standard flour in the domestic market, 

‘The Philippine Association of Flour Millers 
Inc. (Райт) said sub standard flour, largely from. 
China, was flooding the domestic market and 
distorting local prices. The imported flour itsaid, 
was being sold at prices P30 to P50 per bag lower 
than those of locally produced flour 

Pafmil executive director Ric Pina said flour im 
ports jumped 114 percent last year to 30,000 met- 
tic tons from 14,000 metric tons in 2004. 

"The bigger concern is that flour imports 
are not fortified with vitamins A and iron as 
required by Republic Act (RA) 8976," Pinca 
said in an interview. 

While local flour millers are prohibited from 
selling unfortified flour, the imports are being 
freely sold even if they do not meet ће fortifica- 
tion requirement. 

Pinca said the influx of cheap, sub-standard 
imported flour was expected to affect the viabil- 
ity of local flour millers in the long term. 

“We don't mind competition for as long as 
they fight on equal grounds,” he added. 

‘There are 11 flour milling companies in the 
country. The top five are San Miguel Corp., 
Philippine Foremost Flour Mills, Pilmico 
Foods Corp., Universal Robina Corp. and Gen: 
eral Milling Corp. 


Globe proposes 
83% cut in 
access charges 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GLOBE TELECOM INC. IS PROPOSING A RE- 
duction by as much as 83 percent in the inter- 
connection or access fees that telecom com- 
panies charge each other to further reduce 
the cost of domestic and overseas calls in the 
country. 

The joint venture of Ayala Corp. and Singa- 
pore Telecom said it was putting on the table “а 
genuine tender” to lower phone rates. The offer, 
it said, was far more superior than what Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. had offered. 

Ina letter to the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission, Globe said it was willing to 
reduce the interconnection or access charges 
it was charging other phone companies by 
62.5 percent to Р1.50 a minute from P4 per 
minute for domestic landline calls to mobile 
phones and mobile to mobile calls. 

It also proposed an 83-percent cut in the 
access charges on mobile phone calls to land- 
line phones and landline to landline calls to 
50 centavos per minute from P3 

Globe also recommended a 75-percent re- 
duction in the termination fees for overseas 
calls to landline to 3 US cents a minute from 
the current 12 cents a minute. Fees on over- 
seas calls to mobile phones, it added, must al- 
50 go down by 56.25 percent to 7 US cents a 
minute from the current 16 US cents. 

Access charges or termination rates are paid by 
the phone company that receives the сай. 

"This is a sincere effort to lower the cost of 
communication for Filipinos, without prereq- 
visites on traffic volume,” said Froilan Caste- 
Jo, head of Globe's regulatory affairs unit, 

‘Globe said its proposal would revolutionize 
pricing in the communications industry. 

PLDT, in a Dec. 6 letter to Globe, said that it 
could include its fierce rival in its Р10-рег call 
promo if it would agree to reduce its access 
charges depending on the volume of calls. 

For calls of up to 15 million minutes, PLDT 
proposed an access charge of P3.50 from the 
current P4 а minute for Globe to PLDT and РЗ 
for PLDT to Globe. 


Be part of the Entrepreneurship Revolution! 


LU | 


NEGOSYO 82 23-25 8 


Come to the бо Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit оп February 23, 2006 at the Every Nation Leadership Institute, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 
and to the Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Expo on February 24-25, 2006 at Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig. 


Call 637-9347 or 631-8101 loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 


Listen to distinguished eniroprenours wno wal share thir knowledgo, insight 
апа experiences on how lo mako I big In any business. Мей over a hundrod 
Booths showcasing elfeclva business modals and winning business plans. 


Educators, students, aspiring ontropreneure and franchise sockers, this ls your 
chanca по interact and support the culture of enterprise in the country. 


Presented by co-presented by: In cooperation with 


Phillnpino. 


іше PLDT sa 


and media partners: 
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врти — Portrait of a Filipino 
as A ШШШ 
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FEW YEARS AGO, MARKET- 
ing guru Ned Roberto did a ? 
А study ‘on the poor, class D-E, „ALSO bakers, workers in chocolate and candy factories, messengers. ; 
and found out that some of them sur- 
vive on as low as P30 a day for food. 


н 

‘This is what they do: they budget P10 рег 5 
meal a day, which buys them one pack of the first major 
Lucky Me! noodles that they mix with P5 
worth of green vegetables, cook in lots of wa- 
rci ome OFW event of the увай 


Things ha ch . week’ 
PDI RESEARCH. 17 hings have not changed. In last week's 


PDI RESEARCH. | ЈОДА BusinessMonday, we came up with lists of У THE NATIONAL MIGRANTS 


B stores’ best selling items last year, and Lucky р 
eme Me! occupied three of the top 10 best-selling SUNDAY in BATANGAS 
include security Ж 1 items in 27 SM Supermarkets. Nn 
guards,janitors, f The minimum wage earner is different Мады оя S Pondal ра Сар 
cooks. from the class D-E because he gets a regular осо Ғе Bolbok, Bola 

amount every 15 days—much higher of 

course than the P30 some of the poorest ofthe. 

В Philippines’ poor subsist on. But their needs 

‘Nor-Agriculture (2000 - 2005) E * are also different because there are expenses > 
Effectivity Basic Allowance а 3 they have to incur on a day-to-day ba- 

date Wage 1 2 is—fare, school needs of the children, food 


Чоу1,2000 — 213250 213250 | E ЕЕ а 


1 BusinessMonday takes a look at the mini- 
Nov.5,2001 213-250 228985 \ mum wage earners throughout the country by 


ашы. сыш 243-280 \ X asking Inquirer correspondents to profile who EX at 81 388 
Juy 10,2004 219-250 25:300 | „Г 48 these people are and how they are coping for corporate sponsorships 


June 16,2005 — 238-275 288325. \ 12 with P205.92 to P325 a day. A Project tor the pa Archdioeron Commision on Migration & Mision of Semel - PRODEX 
NOCERE 8 ‘Margie Quimpo-Espino TOC Bank Contra, Зоодо Village, Makati prodextii- йу com; ww prodex biz 
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Features for the family’s comfort include front/rear airconditioning with multiple ducts and rear climate control, 
6 cupholders, premium 6-CD in-dash audio with 6 speakers and a 10-passenger seating capacity. 


аи и es 221/246: O49 ed ан kn 756 fa USE od mee S52 1 бб: 52 94 Fond EISA Gel Lo: ИШ, FN re 
"ecd EDSA Service Center Tel. No. 723029» Fond Libis, Пав, me: 637-204; Fax Ме 017400 іші Global City, еве И-НИ, Fax Mo: B18-S000 » ford Manila, le, но. 5625559 Fax No 562-8915 
"adiens, Ie Т ТОЗИ ПОЭМЕ 7035 fo Bid кале И Ни: THUS ара ekle 0509818; Foc has: S) 655 27 Td Can eo: м cP 
“fod bis Н т G) SEX el US) 5558 Fe San Ра, а a: (5) $6251, Wea. (049) зн ий Covite, А. о: (Mg) 72200, o. фи] 220 - For Cebu, іші іе (00 DIA, En М В 219002 
„дли RIS fai ra GRYS a ал ee ВУ 2 Melo ВУ) Н od opa e o, o SARE (Би Da e 2 DL 8 fede SS 


Because you deserve more for your US Dollars... 


‘Amount of Placement 90 Days 180 Days 360 Days. 
$1,000 to loss than $10,000 370% 385% 4.00% 
$10,000 10 less than $50,000 210% 225% 240% 
550,000 and above 4.60% 275% 290% 
Rotes quoted ara subject fo change without prior notico. 


Maybank 


HOW YOU AND ! ARE COPING 


Minimum wage vs. Poverty threshold 


Except for those living in Luzon, a family of five with one income eamer, 
‘getting minimum wage, does not eam enough for their monthly 
expenses. 


NCR 


E d 


NET PAY (P) 
7,586 


Luzon Visayas ‘Mindanao 


POVERTY THRESHOLD (Рі: 
10,000 


Deficit: P2,434 — Surplus: P433 

Maricar D. Tolosa PO! Research 

алсы Dannan at aber Employment, SWS 4h quarter 205 survey on lead poverty 
“Sue poverty eund дознал, H poet, how mah mone wo pr fmi па lor hoe expensas 
(evo exer ка t caned oot ата? 

‘fe Payday mma әд med by 20 ya) minus em, SSS. ei 


PRICE WATCH 
ON FAVORITE 
FOOD ITEMS 


THE REGULAR burger at 
McDonald's cost P16 in 1986. Today 
it sells for P25. 


JOLLIBEE’s regular yum 
cost PI in 1984. Today it 
sells for P24. 


Mandarin Teacher for Grade School 


Qualification: 

* Possesses a relevant and recognized degree in education. 
(Bachelor in Education; Graduate Diploma in Education) 

+ Possesses a Mandarin language teaching qualification. 

* Has teaching experience, preferably in the lower 
primary school 

* Can design syllabi and prepare teaching materials 

+ Computer literate. 

+ Preferably residing in Taytay or nearby areas. 


Music Teacher for Grade School 


+ BSE or BSEED graduate, major in Music 

* LET passer 

* Computer Literate 

+ Preferably can teach related subject areas such as 
Arts and PE. 


Interested applicants, please contact: 


SAN BEDA COLLEGE, Manila 
The Human Resource Management Office 
7356011 loc. 2116 


Er: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader In the newspaper 
Industry wi ts balanced news and fearless views is commited to 
helping our trade partners achieve ts business goals and serving 
the community ма generation of employment. 

We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 
to work for our Distnbutor Partner n the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, 
Танас, Nueva Ecja and Zambales. 
JOB DESCRIPTION: 
У Wilt handle a sub-distibutor partner to grow the business. 
(QUALIFICATIONS: 
s». College gradual irom the localis; 
22 Highly motwated, Aggressive, Hardworking. 
Must possess excellent oral and wntten communication skis both 
"n Enghsh and Рирго, 
са Prelprably Male, wing to work on a graveyard shi fast paced, 
‘dyname and lene environment 
C) Background in sales is not necessary but a plus 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
o апае the needs of ош SUB DISTRIBUTORS. 
V^ Applicants must be a rosidant ot Pampanga 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
Female, 
> College graduates, 
Must have a pleasing persona 
Highly mobvateo, Aggressive, Hardworking. 
Must possess excellent ora and writen communication skis both 
‘Ergin ana Pago, э, 
Background n customer service s a pus; 
‘Computer Lerate. ys 
‘Send your Rasumé to 
соу Distribution Group tne 
Dolores Homesilo Extonsion. 
(near Jun-lun's Bibingka Rost., McArthur Highway) 
‘Gly о! San Fernando Pampanga. 
‘or ealVtax (045) 961-4048 
(For Business Dov't Supervisor applicants, please look for 
‘Me. Mar Manabat or 
ме Joss Yap or can елші your resumé 
to lassveb cu nar. nat pn or один com pb) and 
(For Customer Sorvice Representative appicants, 
‘lease look for Lynn Marcelo] 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 
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Taking in more jobs, scrimping, 
dreaming of work overseas 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—FOR 
minimum wage earner Jason Tu- 
labut, there is no other way to 
survive the high prices and addi- 
tional taxes but to take on more 
jobs during his free time. 

Оп top of his regular job at a 
bottling company that pays him 
P224 а day, the 28-year-old father 
of two also works at night or dur- 
ing weekends either as a waiter, 
kristo (bet taker in cockfights), 
house painter or electrician. 

A catering company pays him 
PS00 for every occasion and an 
additional P200 if he dresses up 
the tables with linens. 

The minimum percentage he 
gets from a derby is P500. 

Repairing appliances brings in 
P200 or more. House painting 
jobs can go as high as P1,000. Tu- 
Tabut says he also grabs construc- 
tion work. 

With several jobs, Tulabut 
finds rest a luxury. He eats lots of 
vegetables and tries to catch on 
his sleep when he can, 

А graduate of industrial tech- 
nology, Tulabut says he wants to 
learn more skills to enter other 
jobs that pay well. 

He prefers to be the sole bread- 
winner in the family so his wife 
could take care of their two chil- 
dren (4 years old and a month- 
old infant) full time. 

But even with several jobs his 
monthly pay only amounts to 
P11,000 which goes to food, elec- 
tricity, water and-the children's 
needs. 


problems. 


His family saves on house rent 
by living with his parents. When 
cash runs out, he borrows from 
his parents. 

Tulabut and his wife have also 
modified their lifestyle by not go- 
ing to the shopping malls or eat- 
ing in restaurants. 

Like many Filipinos, he dreams 
of working abroad. 

On Thursday, he was one of the 
1,795 workers who queued for 
the job fair organized by the city 
government. He submitted his 
application papers to a company 
hiring waiters for hotels in the 
United Arab Emirates: 

Buthe is desperate to leave the 
country and work abroad. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Environmental Management Bureau-Cordilera Administrative 
Region (ЕМЕ-САВ, tel. 8462-2346) ofthe Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENA), through йв Bids and Awards Committee (ВАС), 
invites suppliers/manufacturers/distribulors/contractors to apply for 
eligbilty and to bid for the hereunder project: 

Name of Project: Procurement and Installation of an Air Quality 
Monitoring Equipment in Baguio City, briefly described as: One (1) lot, 
‘Towable, Continuous Automatic Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Equipment 
with Telemetry System that would suit Baguio City’s Topography and 
Climate, with ал“ Approver f Ten Million Pesos 
(210.000.000.00} with Contract Duration of One Hundred Twenty days 
(120 ) (Installation, Commissioning and Training of EMB Personnel 
manpower) and Delivery Period of Ninety Days (90). 

 Checkist of eligibility requirements for bidders is available at he BAC 
Secretariat 

Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
project within the last мо (2) years with an amount of at least 50% of the 
proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as 
{he Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use the non-discretionary “pass 
fair стена. Post Qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be 
conducted. Further, interested suppliers/bidders may submit documents 
for eligibility check as per RA 9184 (envelope A) on February 10, 2008 
the BAC Chairman upon payment of a non-refundable lee of Ten 
Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00) to quality for bidding 

А pre-bid conference shall be held on February 22, 2006, 2:00 p.m. 
at he EMB-CAR Conference Area, DENR-CAR Compound, Gibraltar Road, 
Baguio City. Deadline for the submission of the folowing a refundable fee 
of 2.5% Surely Bond and Technical Specification of the equipment 
(Envelope B) and Bid offer (Envelope C) wil be on March 1, 2006 at 2:00 
um. and the opening of bids will follow immediately. 

“The EMB reserves the right 1o reject any or ай bids, waive any required 
formality therein, accept the offer considered most advantageous to the 
‘government and annul bidding process and reject ай bids at any time prior 
to award of the contract, without thereby incurring any liability to the 
affected bidder's. The EMB further assumes no obligation whatsoever 10 
compensate or indemnity the bidder for any expenses or loss that may 
incur for he bidding and does not guarantee that an award will be made 


(508) ENGR. ROLANDO C. REYES 


Chairman, EMB-CAR ВАС 
LET 


PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY 


md 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


The PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY (formerly Public 
Estates Authority) is inviting all interested parties to prequalify 
and bid for the lease of twelve (12) pre-selected sites for outdoor 
billboard advertising along the landstrip of Coastal Road from 
Barangay Tambo, Parafieque to Barangay Пауа, Las Piñas City. 
Qualified Bidders 

а. Any Filipino citizen, of legal age, and 
b. Any partnership, association or corporation, public or private 
of which at least 70% of the capital stock or of any interest in 
said capital stock belongs wholly to ctlzens of the Philippines 
‘and which is organized and constituted under the laws of 
the Philippines. 
Interested qualified parties may obtain the Terms of Reference 
‘and Bid Documents upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
THREE THOUSAND PESOS (P3,000.00) in cash or Manager's! 
Cashier's check starting February 08, 2006 until February 24, 
2006 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Marketing Deparment, 7th 
Floor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 

. The first pre-bid conference is scheduled on February 15, 2006 
at 2:00 РМ at the PRA Conference Room, 8th Floor, Legaspi 
Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 

Required pre-qualification documents and duly accomplished Bid 
Documents prescribed in the Terms of Reference shall be 
‘submitted to the PRA Real Estates Bids and Awards Committee 
(PREBAC) on March 01, 2006 on or before 1:00 PM. Public 
‘opening of bids shall follow at 1:30 PM of the same day. 

For further information, inquiries may be made to the Marketing 
Department in the above address al lelephone numbers 817-4711 
to 13 (trunk line) and 813-7104 (direct line). 


(Sod.) SILVESTRE H. BELLO Ill 
General МападейСЕО 


FOR MANY Filipinos, going abroad is the only solution to their money 


Regala, 48, has been working at 
the agency since 1980. 

Regala, who has seven chi 
dren, says every day is an occa- 
sion for saving money. 

Instead of renting a house, his 
family volunteered to take care of 
anold house and live there for free. 
He bikes or walks to work to save 
on fare money. Five of his children 
are enrolled in public schools. 

His wife takes on laundry jobs. 
to earn extra, while Regala grows 
vegetables to reduce food costs. 
Meat dishes are served only once 
aweek. 

His family does not go to the 
malls. They watch fake VCD 
movies at home, bought from 
what he laughingly calls "SM" 
("Sa Muslim”). 

Regala says their life has relied. 
on loan sharks. The loans are 
paid when bonuses from the gov- 
emment come. 

‘The P5,000 bonus he received 
last year settled a loan. 

“J only got a few hundreds for 
the children’s Jollibee meals,” he 
says 

Daily, he tries his luck in the 
state-run lottery. 

Vivencio Boa, 32, left his P250- 
a-day job їп a factory manufactur- 
ing coconut products in Candelar- 
ia, Quezon, and moved to Pampan- 
‘gato sell fruits in public markets. 

Boa, a high school graduate, 
knows how to drive trucks, a skill 
he wants to put to good use in an 
overseas job he was planning to 
take in Saudi Arabia. 


simple joys 


P10 per meal. She also brings 
cooked rice for lunch to the office. 

"I try to live on a P50 per day 
budget that includes my jeepney 
fare and food,” Jennifer says. 

Aside from foregoing her shop- 
ping, she has also not visited her par- 
ents house in San Joaquin town, 
Iloilo, around 47 km south of lilo 
City She says the P100 round trip 
jeepney fair is too much for her now. 

Because of her tight budget, 
Jennifer says she also failed to 
Share some of her income with 
her parents. 

"Things are really difficult and 
1 can't imagine what will happen 
with the new taxes,” she says. 

Like Jennifer, many llonggos 
are focusing on basic needs like 
food and shelter and have done 
away with less important expens- 
es. This can be seen in the shift of 
consumer attitude in Iloilo. 

Maria Lea Lara, executive di- 
rector of the Iloilo Business Club, 
says kiosks have sprouted all over 
the city as consumers are opting 
for cheaper products and loca- 
tions where they can haggle. 

These kiosks sell trinkets, food, 
some are homegrown coffee 
shops, and small restaurants. 

“The consumers are tightening 
their belts but food still sells here 
in lloilo," Lara says. 

She says stores have also innovat- 
ed by offering other products. A shoe 
store, for instance, also sells other ac- 
cessories to maximize its store space 
and attract more customers. 


EVEEPRITUFOL NORTHERN шон BUREAU 


Constantine Calilung, 30, did not 
want minimum wage earning jobs. 

Calilung, a management grad- 
uate, had worked as a factory 
worker in a textile company in 
‘Taiwan for five years. 

Since arriving in June last year, 
he has not been able to get a good 
paying job in the county 
Calilung spent the last seven 
months surfing the Internet for 
overseas jobs or joining job fairs. 

Lorenzo Regala, a security 
guard for the Department of Agri- 
Cultures Central Luzon office 
here, still gets P7,000 monthly. 


Goodbye to 


By Nestor P. Burgos је. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ШОШО CITY—THREE YEARS 
ago, when she got married, Jen- 
nifer Seduco would always treat 
herself during pay day. 

She would buy her favorite 
clothes and pamper herself with a 
hot oil treatments 

But with: sparing prices, she 
says these simple joys are luxuries 
that she could no longer afford. 

Jennifer, 25, and mother of a 
one-and-a-half-year-old baby, 
says she could hardly cope with 
her monthly expenses. 

Her P5,000 monthly income 
working in a medical diagnostic 
center service clinic all goes to 
the needs of her baby. 

Her husband, a seaman, sends 
P10,000 а month but she says this 
is just enough for their expenses. 

She spends P800 weekly for a 1.8 
қасап of milk for her baby alone. 
Because her husband is away for 10 
months each year, they have hired a 
‘yaya for P1,500 per month. 

She also has to squeeze in P500 
per month for the baby's vitamins 
and between P1,850 to P2,000 
for immunization. 

She also pays P2,000 per 
month for a room in an apart- 
ment she shares with her siblings 
and their families. 

То save on food expenses, she 
contributes around Р170 per 
month for rice with her siblings 
and limits her budget for viand to 
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HOW MINDANAO COPES 


Budgeting, borrowing, going back to basics 


INQUIRERS MINDANAO CORRESPON- 
DENTS Grace Cantal-Albasin, Michael Sar- 
cauga, Julie Alipala and Joselle Badilla talked 
to several minimum wage earners in Mindnao 
to ask how they were coping with minimum 
‘earnings and rising expenses. 


Budget well 

Malou Magante, a school maintenance 
personnel from Malaybalay City, receives 
P2,500 a month with three free meals а 
day. She has two children and her hus- 
band drives a motorela (a tricycle or 
pedicab). 

“| have to budget our earnings for the 
week in order to make do with what we 
have. My husband has to eat in carinderia 
because it is cheap to eat there when alone,” 
she says. 


Borrowing 

“We can't depend solely on our salary. We 
keep on availing various loans to survive,” 
says Tess Paano, a government employee in 
Malaybalay City. 


Running to parents 

“Through discipline and budgeting. But 
still there are times that my pay does not 
reach anymore the next pay day due to un- 
planned expenses that is why 1 still ask from 
my parents when I ran out of money,” states 
En Largo, a government employee, from Са- 
gayan de Oro City. 


Credit cards and leans 

“Т can't survive without the credit cards 
and loans. I do not anymore rely on the 
15-30 schemes since there is nothing to 
look forward to,” says Prinelie P. Vasquez, 
а university teacher, widow with three 
children, 


Surviving 

“I think I am surviving in а way but I can’t 
buy all the things I need. Tam on a tight bud- 
get gyud!” says Ruby Yap, a city hall employee 
from Cagayan de Oro City. 


Spend for needs only 

“With my income and with today's econo- 
my, to survive is to spend only for needs such 
as foods, clothing and education for my child. 
If there is extra money it is time for the family 
to spend on wants. The trick here is to know 
what your needs are and then prioritize it. 
This 2 percent additional VAT (RVAT) would 
really affect us. What we need is to tighten 
our belts and spend only on things that are 
needed,” says Jason Mabanag, 27, a credit 
collector in a private firm in Pagadian City, 
who has two kids. 


Don’t go to malis 

“Don'tspend beyond your means and avoid 
going to malls where one is tempted to spend 
‘on unnecessary things. Malls are lures for 
people to spend their hard earned money. So 
to survive I'd rather stay at home and watch 
TV and spend quality time with my family 
than go out to the malls. 

“Staying at home is a sure way for me to 
keep my pocket intact,” says Editho Bucol, 30, 
single, а government auditor in Pagadian 
City. 


Prioritize food 

“what we are earning is not enough. Ku- 
lang. Sa pagkain pinapagkasya na lang namin. 
Like one kilo of rice, budgeted yan for one day 
With my three kids. Ang sideline ko magluto 
rin," is how Juanito Anggot, 44, a room boy in 
Jolo, Sulu, copes. 


Do extra work 


“Despite my meager income, l'm still happy 
that my kids are partial scholars in their 
school. Kalahati lang binabayad ko sa school. 
‘To make ends meet, I also do laundry,” says 
Joan Anggot, 31, a hotel receptionist in Jolo, 
Sulu. 


Less purchases 

“Before, consumers used to buy halfa kilo 
of sugar, now they buy tingi (small packs). 
Before, they buy sardines and noodles, now 
they buy dried fish and misua, fish paste 
and salt. People are also buying the cheaper 
kind of rice,” says Julinda Alipala in Fil- 
ipino, 62, a sari-sari store owner. “Business 
is slow.” 


Extra jobs 

“I take extra jobs to make both ends meet. 
With six kids to feed, 1 have to work dou- 
ble,” says Bobby Tabar, 29, a private em- 
ployee. 


Buy everything in sachets 

“Belt tightened; buy sachet—soy sauce, 
sugar, other. No bottled ones so we save. No 
more cigarettes and would hike back home, 
ies also an exercise,” says Cesar Regalado, 40, 
а government employee. 

“Мо more going out. 1 am now a homeboy. 
165 hard to work long hours but get little pay,” 
says Danny Uy a digital artist in Davao City, in 
Filipino. 


House rules 

“IfI didn't have а husband, I might be dead 
already. My salary is just to augment the in- 
come of my husband. We have house rules to 
follow to save on energy and water. Less rest. 
and recreation. I don’t know how to survive 


when my child goes to grade one,” says Cari- 
ma Cayon, a government employee, in Davao 
City. 


No more jollibee 

“No more going out and I don’t frequent 
Jollibee anymore. Funny but it’s true. I eat 
more vegetables and fish,” says Christine Ben- 
itex, a travel agent in Surigao City, in the local 
dialect. 


Prioritize expenses 

“Budgeting, like prioritizing paying the 
utilities first and what things to buy for the 
family, like the monthly food. I usually con- 
centrate on buying things for my daughter 
first before anything else and to cut my trans- 
portation cost, I report early for work. I avoid 
riding a taxi" says Cheryl Amor-Solarte, a 
government employee, in Davao Cit. 
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cooking ot 
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Чара 
beet rump 
beet brisket 
porkiiempo 
chicken (tuy dressed ) 
tomato 
refined sugar 


red onions 
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P330 
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P185 - 
P140 2155.00 
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P97.50 27.45 
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P65.00 
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P210 
P160 

214750 
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P61.00 
bangus P9000 
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By Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 
and Vincent Cabreza 

PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Rising prices and more taxes, 
she says, led to diminished quali- 
ty of products. That seemed true 
for cotton-based items like bed 
sheets, she says. 

Last year, she stayed afloat by 
maintaining a reasonable profit 
mark up amid an increase in local 
fees like business permits. 

Still, this meant a lower bot- 
tom line. Her earnings were just 
‘enough to cover the food budget 
of her family and the school al- 
lowance of her children. 

Her husband's income from sell- 
ing lovebirds and from renting out 
а sound system covers the rest of 
the family’s expenses, she says. 

“Мете trying to survive the 
business because my husband's 
family has been into this for over 
60 years. Its a sort of tradition,” 
she says. 

Drawing from her previous job 
in a bank, Calma says she props 
up her business edge by giving 
her customers excellent service 
and offering options. For exam- 
ple, she offers them a 30-day lay 
away plan or agrees to accept 
payments in checks. She also 
scouts for bulk orders. 

She has avoided banks for cap- 
ital and relies on the Golden 
Group Gabay Puhunan Mul- 
ti-Purpose Cooperative Inc. that 
is based in the public market 


here. The cooperative’s capital 
comes from some 800 members 
who are market stall owners or 
ambulant vendors. 

А 100-дау loan of P50,000 is 
available and charged with a 10 
percent interest. Good payers get 
arebateof two percent. 

Calma, an officer in the stall 
holders’ association, says she ex- 
pected the city government to re- 
ciprocate the tax payments with 
improved services. 

In particular, retailers want the 
drainage system improved to 
minimize flooding in the public 
market, get the rustingaluminum 
roof replaced or initiate events 
that would draw more buyers to 
their stalls 

“Dutiful tax payers deserve 
good services from the govern- 
ment," she stresses. 

Aurea Yap, 66, is coping with 
higher costs by maximizing the 
facade of her Yap Marketing store 
оп Consunji Street where she 
sells clothes, bags and fruits. Un- 
til 2003, she used to sell only ap- 
pliances and gift items. 

“What I get to earn from these 
cover up my expenses for local 
fees,” she says. To minimize over- 
head costs, she only keeps two 
employees. 

Ignacio Trading, one ofthe old- 
est retail shops in the city, has 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
Maridel Calma thinks the addi- 
tional value added taxis a burden 
for retailers like her. 
‘Two days after the VAT was en- 
forced, she learned that the man- 
* ufacturers of her stall’s top sell- 
'ers—Orocan plastic products and 
Standard | home appli- 
‚ ances—were raising their prices 
2 by five percent. 
‘To Calma, the least thing she 
wanted from the national govern- 
ment was more taxes. The addi- 
Ж. tional 2 percent оп the 10-per- 

cent VAT would scare away the" 
~ buyers because VAT is applied on 
zi consumer items, she says. 

Higher prices, she says, also 
lessen her chances to compete 

‘with SM and Robinsons malls 

Я chat began operating in this Pam- 

4; panga capital in 2003. 

t^^ "Prices are shooting up amid 
the stiff competition," she says. 

Last year, she tried absorbing 
to some extent the price increases. 
by manufacturers as a result of 

+ rising fuel costs. Calma says she 

22 did that to maintain her suki боу- 

} al customers) and sustain compe- 
ition with the giant malls. 


м 
BUSINESS remains brisk at the Baguio public market despite the 12% value added tax 
rented out some of its space to a 


mobile phone accessories shop, 
and fruit and toy vendors. 


tor of the Department of Trade 
and Industry. 

The investments pushed con- 
struction work in parts of the city 
and at the Baguio City Economic 
Zone, and offered new employ- 
‘ment opportunities to residents. 

Usman says the, economic up- 
swing has ensured that local buy- 
ing patterns would not change 
significantly, despite slight in- 
creases in prices of grocery items, 
like sugar. 

She says Filipinos living in the 
United States have been studying 
Baguio's hosting of call centers 
because of plans to add an all 
ipino call center to the 10 invest- 
ment proposals for new call cen- 


ters now being considered by the 
government. 

“This boom is really part of a 
rebound because local businesses 
have reasserted their hold on lo- 
cal clients, and have restored 
consumer traffic they lost when 
malls {started operating іп 
Baguio]," Usman said. 

She said residents here real- 
ized that products were still 
cheaper in local shops compared 
to what malls offer. 

"Malls are now catering to 
tourists actually" Usman said 

New hotels have also sprouted, 
despite the grim outlook on 
tourism that was posted earlier 
by local government officials. 


“Тор sellers in time of crisis: clay stoves, wagwag items, veggies 


By Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 
„and Vincent Cabreza 

‘PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Baguio, Cordillera 

If accounts gathered by gov- 
ernment from businessmen and 
trade officials are to be believed, 
nobody really suffered in Baguio 
or parts of the Cordillera when 
fluctuating oil prices, the VAT i 
creases and the recent hike in 
world sugar prices hit the coun- 


Before the new VAT rates were 
implemented, Baguio has been 
the beneficiary of more than P1 
billion іп investments, said 
Carmelita Usman, Benguet direc- 


People were buying the flat or 
rounded stoves to replace their 
gas-fired or electric stoves, she 
says. 

“LPG is costly, that’s what my 
buyers told me),” Pineda says in 
in Kapampangan . 

‘The flat clay stoves sell for P100 
each. For these, sundried wood or 
charcoal are used as fuel. 

Gylinder-shaped stoves mixed 
with cement, selling at P120 
each, are suited for shaven wood 
or bagasse (sugarcane shreds). 

In the City of San Fernando, 
several vendors in the public mar- 
ket reported good sales for char- 
coal, a sack of which sells from 


P90 to P100. Of late, however, buyers have 
Renato Co, owner of the Ves complained that the price of sugar 
‘Mart grocery, says his consistent shot up from’ P342 kg in November 
top sellers were canned sardines to P39 а Коп Thursday, he says. 
and instant noodles. He thinks Retailer Maridel Cal 
thatthe latter isa replacement for (à ma says aside 
a full meal or serves as a viand es- AS Жа from ^ plastic 
pecially among the poor. 5 cabinets and 
УЖ» 


drawers, her best selling items 
were bed sheets, blankets, towels 
and undergarments. 

"I guess people were really go- 
ing for basic items,” she says. 

In Baguio City, the value added 
tax has kept vegetables grown in 
Benguet and Mt. Province, and 
imported used clothes displayed 
on city sidewalks and ukay-ukay 
shops, the city’s best selling com- 
modities. 

Carmelita Usman, Benguet di- 
rector of the Department of Trade 
and Industry, says Baguio esi- 
dents have already included 
ukay-ukay or wagwag, the street 


reference for cheap used clothes 
from Hong Kong, in their month- 
ly expense budgets to cope with 
the weakened economy. 

Benguet and Mt. Province are 
Metro Manila's chief sources of 
salad vegetables, according to the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Metro Manila absorbs 65 per- 
cent of the daily produce, and 
leaves the rest to local markets 
that sell at low prices, said Us- 
man, citing the DTT's daily price 
monitoring charts. 

Farmers have blamed smuggling 
and foreign vegetable imports for 
the low demand and prices. 


STO. TOMAS, РАМРАМ- 

i— Kalang or clay stoves made 
in this pot-making town have en- 
joyed brisk sales since the price of 
an 11-kilogram tank of liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) breached 
the P300 mark last year, says Fe- 
liza Pineda. 

From two pieces a day, her 
sales rose to an average of five 
daily since June 2005. Three oth- 
er stalls in Barangay Sapa here re- 
ported making the same sales. 


ransCo IN THE VISAYAS 
Work double time, get a sideline 


Nationat Transmission Corporation 
Republic of the Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 
Section I. Invitation to Apply for 


Eligibility and to Bid 
Supply and Delivery of Various Information and 
‘Communication Technology Equipment 
(Relerence No.: PBOSO7 10-EL0068 (P82) 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION Head Ollice Region 
(TRANSCO-HO) through the CY 2006 Corporate Budget approved by the 
"TRANSCO Boardintends о apply the sum of Php 1,648, 096.00beng бе Total 
‘Approved Budget lor ће Contract (ABC) о payments under Ine contract lor 
the Supply and Delivery of Various Information and Communication 
Technology Equipment. Bids received in excess ol the ABC shall be 
заставсаћу regctod at Bid opening. 
The TRANSCO-HO now invites Bids from eligible Bidders [ог Varius ICTS. 
Delveryolthe GOODS is required within ity (30) calendar days from receipt of 
approved Purchase Orde. The dascapton ol an eligible Bider is contained in 
Section lol he Bedding Documents, IT. 
Bidding wil be conducted through open conpetive ding procedures using nor- 
discretionary pass/ial criteria as specilied in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (RR-A) о! Republic Act 9184 (Н.А. 8184), otherwise known 
as he “Government Procurement Relorm Act” andis rosticied РПО спала 
Sole propratorships, organizations with at least sty percent (60%) interest ог 
outstanding capital stack belonging (0 cliens o he Phiippines, and to ойтеп 
‘rorganizatons ol a country tne taws or regulations ol which grant similar rights 
о pemleges ю Ғірпе citizens, pursuant io Republic Act 5183 (RA. 5163) and 
‘Subject о Commonwealin Act 138 (C.A. 138). Oniy Bids rom Bidders who pass 
the ebbity check vill be opened. The process lor tha eigbity check is descrbad 
in Section Il ol he Bing Documents, Т. The bidder wih he Lowest Calculated 
Bid (LCB) hallatvance 0 Me post-qualication sage i ardar to nay determine 
responsiveness of the b o lechnical and financial requirements of he project. 
"he contac shali hen be awarded tothe Lowest Calculated and Responsive 
Bidder (LCRB) who was delerminad as such during the post-qualiieation 
procedure. 
A complete set ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by niresied Bidders, 
staring January 31, 2006 10 March 8, 2006 from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. al the 
adress below and upon paymant of a non refundable lee inthe amount o Two- 
Thousand Pesos (Php 2,000.00. Tha method о! payment wil be CASH. The 
Bidding Documents shai be recemed personal by te prospective Bidder or his 
айлопгеп epresentatwe. 
The TRANSCO-HO wil oid a Pre-Bid Conlerence open lo lí intrested partos 
оп February 17, 206 at 2:00 Р.М. at tne samo address below. 
Bids and онду requirements must be detvered tothe address below on or 
кие 10:00 AM. of March 7, 2006. Al bids must be accompanied by 2 Bic 
securi any oi tha ftowing form and amount 
FORM OF SECURITY 
T. Gash, сөлей check, cashier's check, 
managers check, bank dralt or 
ingvocabie leter of croit 
2 Bank Guarantee. 
3— Boral Bond ВС 
4. Foreign government guarantee 100% of ABC 


‘or an equivalent amount а пову converte eurency. Late Bids shaf not be 
ассо 

Bid opening shal be on March 7, 2006/ 10:00 A.M. atthe Adinia Conference Am. 
same address bolow. Bis will be opened in ће presence of the Bidders! 
Teprosentatives who choose о allendat tha address below. 

Tha Navona Transmission Corporation reserves he right lo acceptor reoct any 
ва to annul he йди process, and eject ай ids at any ime priortoconvaci 
award, мом herby incuring any kabiy ю the есте Bidder or Bidders. 
Natonal Transmission Corporation, Head Осе Region 

Mr Armando М. Ochoa, BAC Chauman 

MMD Ойсо, Ground Fior, TransCo Main Bldg. 

Рои Contar, Quezon Avenue comer BIA Road, Dilman, Quezon City 

Tel No (632) 9812295 Fax Мо (632) 9228432 

Wobsite: ymw inasom 


AMOUNT. 
Th ot ABC 


EA 


(Sgá.) ARMANDO N. OCHOA 
слаштәп, Bds & Awards Commitee 
ТЕЛІ 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
may be a love month, but for Leah Esquibel, it is 
фе ште the government seems to have lost its 


love among ordinary wage earners like her. 

This after the administration of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo started last Feb.1 
the implementation of the additional two per- 
cent of the Expanded Value Added Tax 
(EVAT), a move that has resulted in the spiral- 


DA 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Construction of the Maharlika Trade Center in Taguig City 
under the Project “Support to the Development of Pilot Muslim 
‘Communities (SDPMC) Project” 


The Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) would like to invite local and international construction companies 
/ contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the Construction of the Maharlika 
Trade Center for the “Support to the Development of Pilot Muslim Communities 
(SDPMC) Project". 


The project aims to aid in the development of selected Muslim and poor communities 
in the Philippines. One of the components of the project Is the construction of the 
Maharlika Trade Center in Taguig City. The trade center is envisioned to be a mult 
‘component Muslim Center that will showcase Muslim culture and arts and serve as 

пе central market for Muslim products In Metro Manila. 1 aims to stimulate investment 
and generale employment opportunities in Maharlika Village and nearby communities 


Bidding Documents (Requirements for Eligibility, Instructions to Bidders, Terms of 
Reference and Standard Conditions of Contract) may be secured personally, upon 
payment of а non-refundable amount of US Dollars Two Hundred (USD 200) for 
iniemational firms and Philippine Pesos Ten Thousand (PhP 10,000.00) from the 
following address: 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. No. (632) 901 0273 / 901 0272 
Fax Мо. (632) 901 0200 


International suppliers are encouraged to appoint and authorize Philippine-based 
counterparts to secure the bidding documents and submit proposals for and in their 
behalf. 


The abovementioned Bidding Documents will be released to all interested parties 
strictly нот February 7 to February 24, 2006. The Bidding Documents shall contain 
all Instructions on the rules, procedures, bid opening dates, and other schedules and 
requirements. 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect or informality therein, 
‘accept the bid and award the contract to the most advantageous oller to the UNDP 
based on UNDP степа. UNDP assumes no obligation or responsibility whatsoever 
to compensate or indemnify the bidder for any expense or loss that may be incurred 


айе ргөрагайоп of bids, nor does it guarantee thal an award will be made for this. | 


Contract. 
(S90) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 
Manager, DSSC 
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ing of prices of goods and services. 

Esquibel, 32, says that with the additional 
"burden" she has to work doubly hard to 
make meet both ends. 

Esquibel works at the provincial government 
with a monthly salary of P15,000 but her take 
home pay is only P4,000 due to various loans, 
including those from loan sharks that she and 
her husband, also a government worker, incur. 

“If will only depend on my salary and that 
of my husband's, 1 don't think we can really 
survive with all the prices increasing with this 
VAT and the loans that we have to pay,” the 
mother of a two-year old boy tells the INQUIRER. 

She has a sideline—selling Avon, Sara Lee, 
Natasha, and Amway which earn her P3,000 
a month. 

She says that the bulk of their income goes 
to paying their P300,000 housing loan from 
the Government Service Insurance System 
(GSIS) which is to mature by 2008. 

Based on her accounting, they have to set 
aside P500 monthly for water consumption, 
PS00 for electricity consumption; P300 is be- 
ing shelled out for their daily meals. 

On top of this, another 24,000 has to be 
budgeted for the needs of their baby (milk, di- 
apers, medicines, etc. all subject of the VAT). 
Ап she has to pay her house helper and a 
yaya P1,250 each of them). 

1 asked them to be extra conscious—that 
they should know how to conserve power and 
water,” Esquibel says, admitting that some- 
times the salaries of her house helpers are de- 
layed if she runs short of her money. 

“1 myself also scrimp. Whereas, 1 used to 
buy my clothes in the department stores, 1 
now buy my clothes and even some t-shirts of 
my husband at the ukay-ukay stalls. 

Тһе dothes there are signature yet cheap 
compare to department stores,” Esquibel laughs. 

She also bought her shoes on one of her 
ukay-ukay forays. Her lipsticks and make up, 
are from the bcauty companies she is a sales 
agent in. Now they only eat in a fast-food 
chain during payday. 

"But itis not even a regular thing. There are 
times that we chose to cat in the house rather 
than in a fast-food chain." Eating "fancy meals" 
at home means a meat viand, and happens 
during pay day. Fish and some vegetables are. 
the usual menu of the family, she says. 

"The situation, in a way helps us to budget our 
imited resources. We just try to focus on what we 
can afford out of our income,” Esquibel avers. 

Asked if she too thinks of leaving the coun 
uy to find greener pasture, Esquibel says yes. 
“In fact, my plan of traveling abroad has been 
there for these past years, | don't see our econ- 
omy improving in the coming years,” she says. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006 


‘THE FIRST MISTAKE 1 MADE IN 
my early years as a leader was 
that 1 thought leaders distin- 
guished themselves by rising 
above their people, only to find 
out that leaders distinguish them- 
selves by rising with their people. 

‘This next mistake is related to 
the first: I thought as a leader 
that the people should be fo- 
cused on my agenda; and the les- 
son I learned was, as а leader, 
that I should be focused on their 
agenda. 

А perfect example is General 
George Custer Americans all 
know about Custer and his last 
stand on June 26, 1876. There 
are three mistakes that General 


á 


Custer made that day when he 
Тед his people into the slaughter: 

1. He put his agenda above the 
soldiers. History proves that he 
put his agenda above the soldiers, 
because Custer had tremendous 
ambitions—he wanted to go to 
the White House--and he saw thi 
campaign as a way to get there. It 
was a selfish agenda, and it cost 
him his life, as well as the lives of 
many of his теп. 

2. He underestimated the 
strength of the enemy. 

His last recorded words as the 
soldiers began to break rank and 
go into battle were, "Hang on, 
boys. There'll be enough Indians 
for everyone.” He left behind two 
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Focusing on the people’s agenda 


Gatlin guns, his most effective 
‘weapons, because he didn't think 
that they would need them. You 
should never let pride get you in 
that kind of trouble—to be 
caught off guard simply because. 
you expected to win and became 
‘complacent. 

3. He didn't prepare his sol- 
diers for battle. 

There's a moment in the film 
"We Were Soldiers", starring Mel 
Gibson, when the main character 
looks at his right-hand man am 
says, “I feel like General Custer 
He was distraught because he 
was watching so many of his men 
being killed, but there was a vast 
difference between him and Gen- 


Jobn С. X uw 
Maxwell 4 У 


eral Custer. This real-life colonel 
looked at his men and said, “ТИ 
be the first on the field of battle, 
Til be the last off of the field of 
battle; and when 1 go, everybody, 
dead or alive of our group, will be 
with me." That's a perfect exam- 
ple of somebody who puts some- 


one else's agenda above their 
own, unlike Custer, who was 
more interested in glory than the 
safety of his men. 

‘There are five things that hap- 
pen when leaders put their agen- 
das above the people: 

1. They become self-serving in- 
stead ога servant. Leaders should 
be servants and stewards of their 
people—plain and simple. 

2. They manipulate people in- 
stead of motivating people. | ma- 
nipulate you when I move you for 
my advantage; 1 motivate you 
when I move you for mutual ad- 
vantage. Motivation as a leader is 
always right; manipulation as a 
leader is always wrong. 


This February, get a tasted 
from Prestige Cars BMW. 


Base 


Only from 


3. They become self-absorbed 
instead of focusing on others... 

Vanity takes the place of humit- 
ity in this case. 

4. They are image-conscious 
instead of _improvement-con+ 
scious. This is the difference be: 
tween the art of seeming and the 
ап of doing. ы 

5. They place their interes 
above the people's interest. 

Ifyou do this for too long, peos 
ple will find a new leader. 

Now let me just stop here Юга 
moment and say that my back- 
ground is in leading people by 
pastoring. When 1 first started 
ош, I looked at the people in my. 

FOCUSING/87 


Prestige Cars BMW Makati. 


AtPrestige Cars BMW Makati, et your affection 
lead you to confections, and Sheer Driving 
Pleasure. From January 2 to February 15, 
2006 all buyers of BMW automobiles will 
receive special Valentine boxes of world- 
renowned Swiss Teuscher chocolates - 
available only in the Philippines with your 
purchase of a BMW vehicle from Prestige. 


Prestige Cars BMW 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati i 
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Philam Plans. Nasa kamay natin ang kanyai 


Walang ina na ‘di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. Isang kinal 


Gaya ng ina, hangad din ng Philam Plans ang isang magandang kinabukasa 
Plans na nagbibigay ng pinakamahusay na benepisyong pang-edukasyon, si 


Ang Philam Plans ay matatag - ito ang may pinakamalaki at 


ад 


pinaka-liquid na trust fund sa lahat ng pre-need companies sa bansa, Ang Philam Plans ay affi 


п para sa inyong anak. Sa pamamagitan n. 
iguradong matutupad na ang pangarap mo para sa kanya. 


bukasang dulot ng paghahandang dala ng edukasyon. 


Aatgungunang insurance company sa bansa at AIG, ang nangungunang international insurance and financial services organization sa buong mundo. 


Philam Plans, tunay na maaasahan, mapagkakatiwalaan at masasandalan, Kung na: 


A Mombar of 


в American Intornational Group, Ine. 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you а full range of finonela! services; Life and Gene 


ToS lino: and Mortgage- Mutual Fund Investments + Property Development * 


Tho Secures Exchange Commssion (SEC) ho» not approved this advan 


assetto io he BEC any mrepresentstón of fale or accurate statement, 


9-Иза ang ina, nag-iisa din ang Phi 


а insurance» Property & Casualty insurance « Health Care Manas 


de Business Processing Service ” Bancassurance Financial Advisory Service 


и ordetermuned И this is accurate or complete Any representation to the contrary i 


-Need Plans 


PerDTI-NCR Permit No.A1-1065 Serio 2008 


g Pangako Education Plans na abot-kaya at Gold Education 


illate ng Philamlife, ang 


PHAM PLANS | 


"кары, Kapanalig. Kaagapay a Magandung нода, 5 


onsututes a wolaton of zhe revised Securities Act and limina punishable; The publie Is encouraged to raport 
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MAP pays tribute to МУР 


ANUEL У PANGILINAN, CHAIRMAN OF 
M telecommunications giant Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co., is the latest to be 
named Management Man of the Year by the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines. 
Fellow business leaders came in force to pay him tribute during the 
awarding ceremony last Jan. 31 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in 
Makati City. 


PHOTOS BY ROMY HOMLLADA 


PHILIPPINE Daily 
Iuquinen chairperson 
Marixi R. Prieto with 
SM group chair 
Henry Sy Sr. 


4 " а. 
‘MANUEL V. Pangilinan receives the prestigious award as MAP officials look on. From left, former MAP president Simon Paterno, David 
Balangue, Ramon Dimacali, MAP president Evelyn Singson and Edward Fereira. 


ANTONIO T. 
Hernandez, chair of 
Seven Services & 
Management 
Corp.;Florido P. 
Casuela, chair and 
president of 
Surigao Micro 
Credit Corp; and 
Baltazar М. 
E Endriga, consultant 
BRITISH Ambassador to the. EVANGELINEC. for the Cultural 
Philippines Peter Beckingham: Escobillo of the Center ofthe. 
Cesar Virata Insurance Commission. 


- (Seated) GRACE Palma-Tiangco, presi 
: Credit Consultants Corp.; Oscar C. de Venecia, chair of 
Basic Consolidated Inc. and Herman T. Gamboa, сін 
and CEO of Data Center Design Corp.; (standing) 
Franco del Rosario, managing consultant and CEO, Six 
Sigma Consulting and Gerry Garcia, managing. 
director, SNC Lavalin Int'l Inc. 


PETERG. Coyuito, president and CEO of First Guarantee Life MYRNA T. Yao, COO of Richwell Trading Corp; 
‘Assurance Co; Frank Alba, chair of the board of Prudential Life Plans Zorayda Amelia C. Alonzo, CEO of Small Business 
Inc. Jimmy Singson, managing partner of Uy, Singson, Abella&Co; Guarantee and Finance Corp. and Maria Gonzales- 
and Mabs Juan, chair and CEO of Actuarial Services Inc. Goolsby 


WILLIAM B. Go, vice chair of 
Chinatrust (Phils) 
Commercial Bank Corp. 


Elements of business leadership: Competence, integrity and passion 


AN ORGANIZATION REVEALS ourtime. For instance, when I first re- products and services, new rev- values, and connects to a pur- 


itself by the men it honors, the Those principles are as funda- MAPPING poe viewed the PLDT budget in De- enue streams, and entirely new pose higher than one realizes. 
people it remembers, In its 38 mental as being honest and £ А cember 1998 for the incoming businesses. One such purpose is national 
Years of giving this award, the truthful—especially with your- THE FUTURE ©2227 year 1999, I was surprised that What the great German states- unity. Witness the Philippine 
MAP has bestowed this privilege self. Being diligent, committed, у 2 % the first item for discussion was man Bismarck once said may be Daily Inquirer headline a day af- 
to only 27 men. and hard working will also serve Manuel V. not sales—but capital expendi- relevant to PLDT reinventing it. ter Pacman’s victory—"One na- 

Indeed, no one could fail tobe you well long-term. Pangilinan á Ур == equipment! You can selyetagain—"greatchangesdo tion in jubilation!” 
moved by a tribute such as this, ^ The growth of any institu. — 9. — — А. probably inferthe reason why. not come upon us with the even Conversely, 1 believe our 
‘coming from a profession Ihave tion—especially а corpora- emerging the tends toward con- Оп Feb. 27th, PLDT will report speed of a railway train. Instead, tragedy today is our apathy. This 
Served so long, and from peers] tion—cannot be sustained with- vergence: between telecommunk its results for the year 2005. Our it moves forward in spurts, but is a problem of the spirit. We 
most respect. ‘out the commitment, talent and cations and computers, between net profit number is likely to lie with irresistible force.” must learn to believe in our- 

Many have made this award industry of its people. That’s why voice and data, between videoen- north of P30 billion—another Seen in the context of the fu- selves and in our future, At PLDT, 
possible tonight—but it is diffi- itis always our aim to create a tertainment and information. historic high for PLDT, and for ture, our strong financial results the optimists have it, not be- 
cult to name them all. To my fa- team of the best people available. ” any other Philippine corporate. are in fact critical їп underpin- cause they are right but because 
ther, who instilled discipline and 10 manage our businesses. After Dismantling monopoly in this regard, let me just say ning the next round ofsignificant they are positive. That is the way 
my love for sports. То my moth- ай, quality decisions are made So only seven years ago, PLDT this—that I wish we're not investments required forthe next of achievement, of improve- 
er, who softened that paternal Бу quality people. had the habits of a monopolist. № alone—because this country generation infrastructures. ment, and of success. Pessimism 
aar mth her gentlelove Tomy Asan important corollary we was big, ft, and slow пап indus- needs more PLOTS, reporting Nonetheless I must admit diet сап only offer the consolation of 
brother and sister companions make our managers, owners of try where changes were accelerat- world class numbers ‘and perfor. it took years, time, and pain for being right—but what's the 
to my life's journey. To Anthoni their businesses because as man- ing, with a bureaucracy and cul- mance, and attracting the апеп- PLDT to get to where it is today. point being right without pro- 
Salim, who has been a friend agers and investors, they will ture not different from govem- tion of global markets. And as to First Pacific, our track ducing any benefit? 
these past 28 years and to all the commit themselves more to the ments—for example, employees | 165 also necessary to put our record has been checkered by ће There's a saying in Africa 
men and women of First Pacific, company’s success. start to queue for lunch at 11:30 profit ‘number іп a broader con- occasional failures. The abiding which goes like this—"the hand 
PLDT, and Smart—thank you Although ourformis corporate, am., and lighis went outatlunch text. For the past seven years, message must be that your past that receives is always lower 
most sincerely. our attitude is collegial. This pro- time. Our revenues were under our consolidated capex spend successes teach you that you сап than the hand that gives.” This 

қ P motes an open and honest style. pressure, costs bloated, debts too has aggregated approximately succeed again and, with your fail- tells us that the best path to wel- 
First Pacific story Openness breeds fresh ideas and large, cash flows tight, and credit $2.7 illion—manifesting cate- ures, lessons can be learned that fare comes from within, and that 

Оле of the many blessings I'll enables the organization to renew rating downgraded. Doesn't all gorically our commitment tothis enable you to move on. по other empowerment is as ef- 
always be thankful for are the йз vigor. The ability to relate and this sound familiar—PLDT look- country’s future. In 2005, were- — Ultimately however, whether fectiveas self-empowerment. 
lessons learned as we built First communicate is important to їп just like government? turned a significant amount of іп private ог public life, the ех This brings me back to my ini- 
Pacific. us—we don't like surprises. So what did we do when we cash by way of dividends to our sentials for successful leadership tial thought tonight that this 

‘The story of first pacifie—and took over? thousands of _ sharehold- arenotaltogether different: award celebrates people who are 
that of PLDT—rest on the very CEO as moral compass First, we stabilized the compa- ers—more than P15 billion—but “Різ, possessing a clear and passionate about their work and 
basic prescription that you can Finally, the challenge co man- пуз fiscal situation. This meant only ‘alter sacrificing four years focused vision of what needs to about their lives, and who excel 
succeed by "doing the right agement must be to create а сот. getting hold immediately of the of dividends, so that our debts be done. in them. 
thing,” even in an awkward envi- porate culture that encourages vital functional areas of f- could be reduced, and moneys “Second, admitting that prob- , ‘ 
Content like the Philippines. It and rewards integrity asmuch as папсе—0 ensure that we had ас. invested for expansion. lems do exist, identifying and ‘Merchants of hope’ 
also does mean that business апі entrepreneurship. Manage- cess to all records and obtained а "d prioritizing them, developing Td like to close by noting what 
ethics can co-exist in this country. ment—especially е full and accurate view of the f- Largest cash dividend options to solve them. Napoleon once wrote, that lead- 

Wet the concepts of “business” CEO—must not only be exem- nancial position; purchasing we PLDT is likely to be the com- “Third, just doit!” ers must be “merchants of hope.” 
and “ethics” do not easily sit to- Магу stewards of corporate as- established transparent processes pany which pays the largest cash к Let те now leave you with ту 
gether in our country. One local sets, they must'also serve as the in our procurement; and most im- idend in the country for Passion,sports, management own hopes: 

Journalist has said that “business moral compass ofthe company. _portantly, we acquired the posi- 2005. Ourtaxes paid tolocaland ^ Ive been asked а number of I hope for a great future for 
Chic is an oxymoron—like шти А CEO must actively encour- tion of chief executive. national treasuries—income tax- times about what comprise good our country—a future in which 
‘boshrimp,” or thatwonderfulmili- age his team to be open and ale ts, VAT, franchise taxes and the management? First of all, I say ме can match our strength with 
tary expression, “friendly fire.” truthful in their decision-making Define clear vision Tke—will amount to about P18 that business leadership is the our morals, our wealth with wis- 

"То be sure, there is the dilem- processes and in their internal ‘Second, we defined a clear vi- billion in 2005, and are certain more proper term. Secondly I dom, our power with purpose. 
ma about “doing the right thing.” and public disclosures. We be- sion for PLDT. Ithought that con- to increase significantly in the note that it has three basic ele- 1 hope for a Philippines that 
because ethical behavior isnotal- lieve that the best insurance vergence—where telecoms, me- coming years as our profits con- ments: competence, integrity, steadily raises the welfare of, 
ways rewarded, and unethical against the perils of crossing the dia, and information technology tinue to rise. and passion, And amongst this and enlarges the opportunities 
behavior is rarely punished. ethical divide istransparency, Will merge onto a single pla. In the seven-year period span- trinity} regard passion as the (ог all of our people, without re- 

One of the object lessons of _ You may ask—how does the form—provided а longterm ning the years 1999 through most important gard to privilege or pedigree, 
my First Pacific experience was First Pacific experience correlate conceptual beacon for the busi- 2005, our consolidated tax bill Bill Bradley could not have _ lhopefora Philippines which 
that those who choose to con- with our investment in PLDT? ness, and a sturdy anchor for our hasreachedPBS billion, put it any better when he wrote, protects its natural environment, 
duct business in an ethical way First Pacific made its invest- future strategy. ‘At this time, PLDT finds itself “I play basketball for the joy of rewards fulfillment in sports, 
ЭШ, m the long run, perform mentinPLDTsevenyearsago,in Third, we proceeded to put approaching another tipping it -ihere it no Feeling compare and recognizes achievements in 
better than those who don't. 1998. While the macro environ- fleshon this skeletal blueprint by "The onset of new and dis- Ме to feeling passionate about business and in arts. 

Tek year back Twas asked ment then was stable, the tele- identifying our most serious ruptive technologies that are In- sport That moment of beautiful And i hope for a Philippines 
О coms industry was approaching problems, and prioritizing them  tererbased and broadband, are isolation, the result of the cor. that commands respect through- 
irem o de Armor is atippingpoimtIremmatonalac s to which should be tackled starting to enter ће mainstream, rect blending of human forcesat out the world, not only for its 
centennial year. 1 found myself counting rates were falling fast, first, Cash flows were critical be and 10 undermine the current the proper time and to the exact people, but also for its culture 
Talking about my past and the severely reducing international cause debts were high—this business models that have built degree and history as well 
young graduates’ future. Ала 1 revenues. meant revenues and collections and sustained the wireline and “With your team, before a (Edited acceptance speech de- 
had to let them in onthe greatest Тһе cellular business was ex- had to grow, costs had to be re- wireless businesses ‘of telecom roaring crowd, one inhabitsa pri- livered by the author during the 
secret of all—that when it comes panding exponentially, but erod- duced, and capex managed pru- ‘companies throughout the world. — vate world—where no one else conferment of the “МАР Manage- 
tosuccess, there arenosecrets. ing growth in fixed lines, Texting dentially. But this demands new invest- but you—can sense the supreme ment Man of the Year 2005" 

T told them that success can volume was growing faster than Fourth, it was essential to ments—in next generation UP delight of the moment.” ‘Award on Jan. 31, 2006. The au- 
only spring from old-fashioned the avian flu, and eating away at transform the organization's network, in 3G cellular, in И В passion—which all of you thor is MAP member and chair of 
values, values that are transcen- our voice business. ‘Competition mindset from being engineers to Wifi/Wimax, in IP/TY, in mobile іл this room must have felt when | PLDT/Smart, The MAP secretari- 
dent, and endure well beyond was intense, and very competent. becoming marketing and cus. video, in mobile com- Manny Pacquiao won recent- at and the author may be reached 
the context and cireumstance of Ол the horizon, we could see tomer-centrie managers. meree—that will breed new ly—that finds its roots in basic via mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME 
truth to the widely-held belief 
that Filipinos are, by nature, so- 
ciable and gregarious. 

Every month, an average of 
1,400 certificates of incorporation 
is issued by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission to stock and 
non-stock corporations. 

То date, some 250,000 corpora- 
tions are registered with the SEC. 

The list includes foundations 
that are organized for charitable 
and socially-oriented purposes, 
civic organizations and neighbor- 
hood clubs. Even drivers of jeep- 
neys and tricycles that ply the in- 
mer streets of urban areas have 
token to the idea of giving their as- 
sociations a juridical personality. 

Statistics show that, after get- 
ting their charter, many of these 
corporations cease operating or 
are notheard from again. 

‘The usual reasons for the cor- 
porate demise are: Inability of the 


stockholders to pay in full their 
subscription, = disagreement 
among them on how to run the 
business, and, if the corporation 
was organized for a specific pur- 
pose, e.g., to participate in the bid- 
ding for a lucrative project, failure 
to accomplish that objective. 


Revocation 

In October last year, the SEC 
revoked the certificates of incor- 
poration of corporations regis- 
fered in 1998 and 1999 that 
failed to submit the mandatory 
annual reports—General Infor- 
mation Sheet and financial state- 
ments—for the last five years. 

This was done because the pa- 
pers of these inactive corpora- 
tions put a heavy strain on the 
SEC's already congested ware- 
house. Since the probability of re- 
ferring to these documents in the. 
future is quite remote, the high 
cost of converting them to digital 
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Inactive co 


or microfiche form does not make 
3004 economic sense. 

‘The notice of revocation was 
published once in a newspaper of 
general circulation. 

This method was used be- 
cause, based on initial findings, 
most of the unheard from corpo- 
rations and their stockholders 
have either changed their ad- 
dresses and did not leave any for 
warding address, or ignored the 
letters sent to them to explain 
their failure to comply with the 
reportorial obligations. 


Petition 

Despite the revocation, howev- 
er, the affected corporations or 
any of the interested stockholders 
can, if they want, request the SEC 
to restore their corporate identity 
and powers. 

‘The first step towards this goal 
isto filea petition for the lifting of 
the revocation. The petition (a 


rporations 


С orporate 
ecurities 
nfo 


c Raul]. Palabrica 


form is available at the SEC of- 
fices) should state the reason(s) 
for the corporations failure to 
comply with the annual reporto- 
rial requirements. 

‘The petition should be accom- 
panied bya resolution signed Буа 
majority of the directors autho- 
rizing its filing, duly certified by 
the corporate secretary. 

Before, the board resolution 
was not a requirement. It had to 
be imposed after a number of pe- 
titions for restoration were op- 
posed or questioned by stock- 
holders who did not approve of 
the filing of that action by their 
fellow stockholders. 


The board resolution endorsing 
the petition is aimed at preventing 
the SEC from getting embroiled in 
a dispute similar to that of heirs of 
а deceased fighting over the right 
totake possession of the corpse. 
Penalties 

Ifthe SEC finds the documents 
submitted in order, the petitioner 
has to pay the fees and penalties 
imposed for failure to comply 
with the reportorial requirements 
for the preceding years. 

The charges are computed 
based on thecorporation's retained 
earnings for the affected years. 

Some stockholders of affected 
corporations who find the fees and 
penalties stiff opt to withdraw their 
petition and apply instead for the 
registration of new corporations. 

There's nothing wrong with 
this approach as long as the new 
corporation does not carry the 
same name as that of the dis- 


solved corporation. If it does, the, 
use of the old name will be al- 
lowed only on condition that the 
fees and penalties are paid first. -- 

А contrary treatment would, іп; 
effect, allow errant corporations? 
to profit from their failure or ге-2- 
fusal to comply with their corpo 
rate regulatory obligations. 

The filing of the petition en- 
ables the affected corporations to 
legitimize their operation if they 
are still in business and avoid the 
possibility of paying bigger fines- 
ifcaughtlater. 

Forstockholders who have some 
emotional attachment to the name: > 
of the dissolved corporation, sucht 
as, it’s the name of a loved one on" 
‘was the name used by their parents t$ 
to start their business, the lifting of 4 
the revocation will give them and 
their children а 50-year lock on the 
right to use that esteemed name. 

(Feedback at rpalabrica@in- 
quirer. com. ph) 


DOT readies 
second business 
mission to Japan 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM (DOT) IS + 


preparing for its second business mission to 
Japan. 

DoT Secretary Joseph Ace H. Durano said 
the move would sustain and build on the 
gains of last years successful marketing ef- 
forts in Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya, which con- 
tributed a lot to the country’s 2.6 million for- 
eign arrivals for the full-year 2005. 

“This 2nd Philippine Business Mission 
(PBM) will firm up the agreements made in 
last years 1st PBM while giving a broader 
meaning to the ongoing celebration of the 
Philippine-Japan Friendship Year" Durano 
said. 

The PhilippineJapan Friendship Year 
marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic re- 
lations between the two countries since the 
ratification of the Peace Treaty and Repara- 
tions Agreement on July 23, 1956. 

‘Since then, Japan has evolved to become 
the Philippines’ second largest investor, trad- 
ing partner and source of tourists, and largest 
donor of official development assistance. 

Durano said the 2nd PBM would also rein- 
force the now well-established Premium Re- 
sort Islands Philippines brand in Japan, sup- 
port the new sub-campaign "Philippines: 
Wellness from the Inside Out," push Filipino 
exports, and promote the country’s destina- 
tions to the 17-million Japanese outbound 
market. 

Scheduled in Osaka on May 22, Nagoya on 
May 24, and Tokyo on May 26, the 2nd PBM 
will encompass trade and investments in vari- 
ous aspects of tourism such as leisure, sports, 
retirement, beauty and wellness, shopping, 
adventure, golf, and eco-tourism. 

Such target investments may contribute to 
the DOT's ongoing efforts in increasing the 
country's 10,000-room capacity, with an addi- 
tional 2,000 now being built in various parts 
of the archipelago. 

A substantial increase in the country’s 
room capacity is needed to accommodate the 
five million foreign tourists targeted by the 
DOT in 2010. 

Nonetheless, this year's target of three mil- 
lion arrivals can be sufficiently covered by the 
current capacity of 10,000 and the additional 
2,000 rooms 

Through the 2nd PBM, members of the lo- 
cal tourism industry can find Japanese buyers 
or sellers of travel packages, investors in new 
projects, and partners for joint ventures and 
other business linkages. 

"With the PBM, being an official govern- 
ment-led mission, our local tourism players 
won't have problems in seeking out their 
Japanese counterparts and making arrange- 
ments for business meetings. The Japanese 
government will assist the Philippine delega- 
tion on this matter, with all the warm wel- 
come and support they can provide," Durano 
said. 

Durano is inviting the members of the local 
industry to join the mission. For inquiries or 
registration, interested parties may call the 
DoT Team Japan secretariat (tel. 5251153, or 
email pevememb@dotpeve.govph). 

Japanis projected to account for over a mil- 
lion, or more than 20 percent, of the country's 
five million target arrivals by 2010. 


Focusing on the 
people’s agenda 


church and said to myself, "I wonder how 
they can help me. I've got this vision, Гуе got 
this goal; here's what I want to до—1 want to 
build this church." 

Tt was a huge day in my life when L went the 
opposite way, asking the question, "How can I 
help them? How can 1 add value to them?" 
When 1 did that, I began to have some huge 
breakthroughs. 

In my beginning days, 1 also wanted to sit 
down and say, "Listen to me, listen to me, lis- 
ten to me,” and I realized that if I really want- 
ed to lead people, 1 needed to shut up and lis- 
ten to them. I needed to walk slowly through 
the crowd, and keep my ears to the ground. 

Feedback at maxwell@inspire.ph ог call 
813-2732/03. 
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Contact Center Plug and Play 


You're Hooked Up with PLDT OnCall 


үлүү || 2 
а ее by orn = 
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frontlines have much morc patience, 
challenging growth sectors in our economy. 


decorum, and les face it, are more 

costeffective than those that developed 
You can be a part of this exciting new Пе 
awhile minimizing both your costs and risks, 


countries can ever hope to field. 
ith PLOT OnCall. 


capacity you need. And из 
all scalable, as your business grows. 
PLDT OnCall capacity seamlessly grows 
with your company 

PLDT OnCall powered with 

the world leader in contact 
center solutions is a truly versatile 
package that allows you to concentrate 
on honing your end product And it 
helps to concentrate in a field th 


reporting procedures. The system is up to 
the task for whatever volume of business 
you gencrac 

There's a redundant 
infrastructure hooked up to the PLDT 
Domestic IP Network. There will be no 


So then, the nature and 
standard of your service is the utmost 
priority. Its all about quality of service 
and quality control. You've got to think 


Ws йо 


about your level of service compared to 
your competitors. Are they reaching 
their SLAs, how arc they're adding to 
their уши a 
allow them to 
ers? 


equire new custom: 


PLD’ Опса! provides you the 
leased (cheaper by а mile) platform, the 
security and the physical infrastructure 
for contact centers with seating capaci 
ties that accommodate even low levels. 


although is booming, is highly competi- 
tive as well 

PLDT Опса allows you 10 
focus on the critical ingredient of the 
business plan- your Big idea. Where 
does И go from here? Just plug into 
PLDT OnCall and find out. To find out 
more about PLDT OnCall, log on to 
wwwpkloneslLeon.ph ог «тай 
bizsol@pkit.com.ph, or give us a call at 
8747474. 


adc for both start-ups 
and existing contact centers or enterprises 
like banks, for example. PLDT OnCall docs 
this by offering you a secure, solid Linux- 
based platform which is inherently more 
stable and virus-free than others. 

What's more exciting is what 
comes with that platform. On top of it all 
you'll find an entire sulte of custom-made 
contact center appli prove 
customer service, efficiency and cost reduc: 
tion, аз well as your management and 


tions that 


costly service interruptions as you go into 
your actual business operations. And 
whatever your concerns or needs, there's a 
fully dedicated team at PLDT OnCall for 
your crucial support. 

If you thought operating contact 
centers was a complicated amd costly 
venture, well its time for a rethink. PLDT 
OnCall has the experts and the system in 
place; now ай you need is your Big Kea Just 
Plug n' Play. 
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akes his mark 
in Singapore 


By Rene E. Guatlo BENCAB working 
Contributor on paper pulp at STPI 


INCAB: IMPRESSIONS" RECENTLY 
B opened at the Singapore Tyler Print In- 

stitute (STPI) with chair Ambeth 
‘Ocampo of the National Commission on Cul- 
ture and the Arts as guest of honor. It is on 
view until Feb. 25. 

"The exhibit features etchings, woodcuts and 
paper-pulp works described in the exhibition 
catalog as “beguiling though they are images of 
despair, isolation and poverty.” 

Al the artworks were executed on paper spe- 
cially made at the Institute by master paper- 
maker Richard Hungerford using abaca pulp 
and white cotton. 

Bencab was artist in residence at STPI be- 
tween May and June 2005, and the works on 
exhibit are the products of his residency. While 
the artist is better known for his canvases, 
graphic art is one of his first loves, and he first 
excelled and became famous for his prints. 

The etchings, woodcuts and large-scale pa- 
per pulp works featured in the exhibit are the 
result of collaboration with specialist printmak- 
ers of the Institute led by Eitaro Ogawa , with 
the support of Hungerford and his staff of pa- 
permakers. Together, they reinterpreted Ben- 
cab's familiar images from the “Sabel,” 
"Larawan" and “Isadora” series in never-before- 
seen scale and colors, using state-of-the-art 
equipment and facilities of the Institute. 

For the nude studies, Bencab and Eitaro ex- 
perimented with different sizes of copper plates 
and various etching techniques, with the artist 
sing the plates as his sketchbook. Twelve im- 
pressions were made for each image in the se- 
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"In Servitude,” with a Filipina nanny nursing 
а Caucasian baby, is especially poignant and 
resonant in the context of 21st-century overseas 
Filipino workers, most especially in Singapore. 

For the woodblock prints, Bencab and his 
partner printmakers used shaped paper, and 
utilized a combination of woodblocks, colla- 
graph and etching plates to form the textured 
Finished works of a man and woman in the 10 
monoprints that make up the series. 

Nine large-scale paper-pulp artworks were 
created using a novel technique which involved 
using shaped wet paper as “canvas” and арру- 
ing pigmented paper pulp in layers to form the 
image. The resulting layers of pigmented pulp 
were then fused and squeezed by a 150-ton 
platen press to drain the water. Next, the still 
damp layer was placed inside a heated stack 
dryer and for 18 hours warm dry air passed 
through the stack. 


Beyond boundaries 

“ enjoyed working with Eitaro, Richard and g 
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PSAR Thmei (Central Market) built in 1934- 
1938 isa fantastic tropical building designed 
(et. 


BUILDINGS from the Art Deco era in central 
Phnom Penh add much to the identity and 
flavor of the city. 
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| D'Bayanat Crucible 


^A I9TH CENTURY prefabricated all-steel pavilion assembled in the Royal Palace compound 


wasa gift from Napoleon ІІ to the King of Cambodia. 


Everyday urban heritage still lives in Phnom Penh 


HEN I FIRST SAW PHNOM PENH 
almost 40 years ago, itwas a sleepy 
town. Trees lined its wide boule- 

vards, shading tile-roofed tropical bungalows 

and low buildings in the French-Indochinese 
colonial style. 

Having recently survived a turbulent three 
decades, the city still manages to retain the 
identity 1 remember. А bit less sleepy than it 
was in 1968, its pace today is still laid-back. 
Nobody drives faster than 30 kph in the city 
‘That is the pace of life in Phnom Penh today, 
staying well within second gear. 

"The purpose of this visit was official, a Un- 
esco mission to plan initiatives to encourage 
governmentand nongovernment authorities to 
initiate nationwide preservation measures for 
the rapidly vanishing urban heritage in Cam- 
bodian cities. 

‘The eye-opening issues discussed were sur- 
prisingly relevant to the present conservation 
situation in the Philippines. Much is applicable 
to our situation. There is a great deal to learn 
from our Asean neighbor. 

‘Angkor, unsurpassed as the most outstand- 
ing collection of monuments in the country, is 
either a blessing or bane to Cambodian her- 
itage. Overshadowing all other heritage sites in 
Cambodia and a powerful tourism earner, it is 
understandably the focus of government con- 
servation efforts. 

It is still not understood or even seen by 
many that the everyday urban heritage in the 
country is of equal importance as the great 
monuments of Angkor, 

Heritage is not confined to the monumental 
Angkors of the world. Of equal conservation 
value, urban heritage is the traditional, non- 
‘monumental “ordinary” streetscape where dai- 
ly city life takes place. These ordinary 
streetscapes record and tell the story of today's 
everyday existence in the same manner monu- 
ments tell a part of the everyday existence of 
past times. 

Some Phnom Penh structures are obviously 
urban heritage: wats, stupas, royal palaces, 
monuments and parks. Equally obvious are 
grand buildings, whether public, private, or 
residential villas from the French colonial peri- 
od lining grand tree-bordered avenues that 
evoke French cityscapes, 


Unappreciated 
Existing alongside the grand urban heritage 
are groups of unappreciated, outstanding but 


forgotten architecture from the 1950-1970 era 
still remaining in many central streets and 
neighborhoods. These are the ordinary urban 
images that must be preserved along with the 
‘monumental and the grand because together 
they form the urban heritage that gives Phnom 
Penh a unique identity. 

Heritage of the everyday in Phnom Penh 
consists of architectural blocks scattered 
throughout tightly packed city center streets, 
shophouses, office and apartment buildings, 
the rapidly vanishing cinema theaters built in 
the 1960s. The undisputed star of the city isthe 
magnificent Psar Thmei (Central Market) of 
1938. 

Tr is not all congestion in Phnom Penh. Тһе 
city has much breathing space. Former colonial 
officials transplanted broad tree-lined avenues, 
legacy of French urban planning influenced by 
Baron Haussmann from the Napoleonic era 
which gives Phnom Penh a sense of grandeur. 

Grand avenues and packed urban districts 
behind them form the urban network that sus- 
tains the daily life pattern of Phnom Penh resi- 
dents today To raze the network obliterates the 
local way of life, ends continuity with their 
shared urban past, and erases collective urban 
memory. It also removes the identity of the city. 


‘THE NATIONAL Stadium by Cambodian 
architect Vann Molivann brilliantly combines 
traditional Khmer motifs with the 1960s 
architectural idiom. 


Conservation legislation is urgently needed 
to protect the fragile urban network. The first 
step required toward formulating a legal 
framework is to commission a national inven- 
tory of heritage structures. None exists in Cam- 
bodia (or in the Philippines) and it is impera- 
tiveto prepare one immediately. 

Criteria for declaring structures of heritage 
value should be established. A list of historical, 
urban, architectural and intangible values 
must be agreed upon, as well as appropriate 
conservation measures be supported by the 
government, which include technical assis- 
tance, financial and psychic incentives for pri- 
vate conservation. 

Above all, residents should be involved in 
conservation of their neighborhoods. Public- 
private cooperation assures that local residents 
enjoy the benefits of conservation. It is their 
city afterall 
Amazing 

The residents of Phnom Penh have an amaz- 
ing city that I discovered while following a 
walking-tour map provided by Geoff Pyle of 
Khmer Architectural Tours. 

My walk began at the Royal Palace at the 
foot of a vast park facing the Tonlé Sap River, 
followed by a visit to the National Museum to 
view its magnificent collection of Khmer art. 

The memorable part was а cyclo (pedicab) 
ride through central Phnom Penh to experience 
vibrant street life happening around a jumble 
of buildings ranging from dilapidated royal vil 
las, shophouses, stunning multistory Art Deco 
buildings from 1930-50, spectacular modem 
Le Corbusier-inspired structures of the 1960s, 
and newly built nondescript construction of 
the 1990s. 

Tewas a living scene. Hawkers peddled their 
wares. Shopkeepers unloaded stock on the 
sidewalk. The aroma of street food was every- 
where. It gave a pulse to Phnom Penh. 

Contact Khmer Architectural Tours wwwka- 
tours.org to book Phnom Penh walking tours 
guided by local architecture students. If you 
prefer discovering Phnom Penh by yourself, 
download free walking tour maps provided by 
Khmer Architectural Tours from the same web 
Page. 

More information on buildings of interest in. 
Cambodia is available from Heritage Watch at 
wwwheritagewatch.org. 


E-mail the author at дают @hotmail.com 


Ode to woman 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


ART.LOVERS USED TO FIL Delacruz’ black- 
and-white mezzotint are bound to take a sec- 
ond look at this artists latest works. 

Many would likely be unprepared not only 
for the ingenious blending of painting and re- 
lief but especially for the abundance of colors 
amid a wealth of forms on display. 

We're talking of "Samba," 12 pieces in ой 
on wood, in The Crucible at Artwalk, L/4, 
Bldg. A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City 

Each piece has an elaborate imagery 
painted on irregularly shaped slabs of recy- 
cled or found wood, with gold-leafed carv- 
ings of intricate vegetal forms, and rendered 
50 as to resemble retablos in single frame, 
diptych, or even triptych. The format alludes 
toreligious worship, of which the exhibits ti- 
tle is about. All these pieces, in fact, are a 
homage to the feminine principle. 

‘The central image is of wom- ы 
an idealized in the manner of 
‘Tam Austria, that is, limned in 
clean angular lines, elongated 
forms and pure colors amid 
teeming tropical vegetation. (Both 
Delacruz’s and Austria's forms and 
motifs bear strong resemblance to 
Théodore Rousseau's naif.) 

She is the diwata of the mythic 
Philippine forest, the female deity of 
local lore, specifically of the Manobo 
of Kalamansig, Sultan Kudarat. 
(The artists had lived for some years 
with this cultural community, and 
from it he continues to draw many 
of his symbols and ornamental mo- 
tifs.) But, considering that Delacruz 
studied Fine Arts at University of 
Santo Tomas, this ethnic goddess 


` 


“MAKULAY na 
could as well be the Blessed Virgin Liwanag” 


Mary. 

The image appears earthbound yet unreal. 
She is symbolic of the life force, of both sexu- 
ality and spirituality, amid a fecundity of 
forms in rich hues of red, orange, yellow, red, 
pink, green, blue, violet, white and brown. 

Here the female form—whether as ideal- 
ized face, naked body or symbolic flow- 
er—becomes an icon, and both artist and 
viewer its devotees. 

Тһе pieces’ titles themselves are each а 
song of adoration and praise: “Lualhati,” 
“Biyayang Likas,” “Papuri,” “Kapayapaan,” 
“Makulay na Liwanag,” “Dalangin,” "Sam- 
palataya,” “Bukang Liwayway,” “Nadama,” 
“Pinagpala.” 

This is Delacruz’s first solo show since his 
last exhibit of lithographs five years ago. Not- 
ей as a graphic artist, who served as presi- 
dent of the Printmakers Association of the 
Philippines for a decade, he is bound to sur- 

prise many of his fans 
with this one. 
Delacruz learned the 
basics of etching and 
woodcut from Mario Pari- 
al. He went on to win for 
three consecutive years the 
grand prize for print in the 
Art Association of the Philip- 
pines competition. He was giv- 
en the Thirteen Artists Award 
by the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines in 1992. 

Long acknowledged as а 
master of printmaking, he has 
returned to the art scene to ex- 
plore new mediums. Painting 
and sculpture are not really 
new to Fil Delacruz, it’s just 
that he's now out to master 
them. 


Igan D' Bayan mounts his first one-man exhibit, “Apocalypse Juke- 
box,” which opens on Feb. 7, 6 p.m., at Crucible Gallery, 4/F, SM 
Megamall A, Mandaluyong. His paintings in ой or acrylic on canvas are 
inspired by rock bands (from Pink Floyd to Radiohead), Icons (Bob Dy- 
lan, John Lennon and David Bowie), songs, as well as album covers 
(Hipgnosis and Roger Dean). The works will be on view until Feb. 19. 
Gall 6356061 


Raquepo at Mag:Net 

Jucar Raquepo presents “Abstract Thought toward Emphatic 
Thought,” Feb. 7-28, at Mag:Net Gallery, G/F Paseo Center, Paseo de 
Roxas Ave. cor. Sedeno St, Makati. Cll 8177895 orlog on to 
www.mag:netcafé.com.ph. 


“WORM'S Eye View,” by Pete Jimenez 
7 dad Escora at 
Alliance 
Francaise 
Aliance Française 
ае Manis hosting 
in exhibit of draw- 
ings by Fernando 
“Naked Se- 

whioh opens 
today and чи пл 
unt Feb, 24, The 
Subjects vary fram 
mice, lovers and 
Subtle social com- 
mentary. Сай 
895744177585 ore- 
тай сита 
finca ph 


Jimenez at West 
Pete Jimenez wil hold his 
latest exhibit, "My Garage,” 
Feb. 9-21. n West Gallery, 
ал. Bldg. A. SM Megamall 
andaluyong. The exhibit 
will feature Jimenez's steel 
sculptures Call 6341284. 


Leeat Finale 
Romeo Lee presents 
his one-man exhibit 
"Leegend," until Feb. 
14 in Finale Art 
Gallery, SM Mega- 
тай, Mandaluyong. 
Lee's common sub- 
jects are mostly 
comic characters, 
folklore, monsters 
and fairies. His ex- 
pressive strokes 
makethemcome а fictis" 

meet esp, “BAYWATCH Victims,” by Romeo Lee 
LEA LIM presents her first solo exhibit, "Pause," until March 1 in 
Boston Gallery, 72 Boston St., Cubao, QC. Call 7229205. 


E.R. TAGLE will open his one-man exhibit featuring Mother and Child 
and other figurative works on Feb. 8 at the World Music Room (WMR), 
Family KTV at the Promenade Mall, Greenhills, San Juan. Call 8112432 
or 09275522288. 


RUEL CAASI presents "Recent Works," until Feb. 28 at the Frio Mboc- 
‘Shang Arts Space, Shangri-La Plaza Mall. Caasi describes his nonrep- 
resentational works as attempts in rendering a visual “metaphysical 
presence of subjectivity,” in expression of concepts of “presence and 
absence, identity and difference." Call 6327921. 


Pettyjohns at Glorietta 
“Yin and Yang. an exhibit of 
new works in stoneware and 
porcelain by husband-and-wife 
artists/potters Jon and Tessy 
Petyjonn, wil be on view on 
Fen. 10-23 atthe Glorieta а Art 
Space, 3/L, Ayala Center, Makati. 
Call 7202980. 


Larracas at 
Asia Art 

Alpha Larracas will 
hold her fifth solo 
exhibit, "Of Love 
Grace @ Color," on 
Feb. 11, 6 p.m., Asia 
Art Gallery, Shangri- 
La Mall, Mandaluy- 
ong City. The exhibit 
will showcase Al- 
pha's new works 
featuring female fig- 
ures in a lyrical and 
dreamlike atmo- 
sphere, filtered 
through smoky veils 
and achieved 
through a wet-on- 
wet technique. 


“PIOUS Beauty,” 
by Alpha Larracas 
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Nemiranda at Renaissance 

Nemiranda opens an exhibit with a theme about love, today at the Re- 
naissance Art Gallery, 4/L Bldg. A., SM Megamall, Mandaluyong. The 
exhibit runs until Feb. 15. Call 6373101 


‘Aussie West’ at Ayala 

“Colours of the Aussie West" exhibitis on Мен atthe MuseumSpace, 
‘Ayala Museum, Makati Ave. cor. De La Rosa St., until Feb. 12. The joint 
XN features paintings in various media, as well s several glass art 
works. 


Perezet al at Heritage 

Four artists led by Al Perez will mount a show "East Meets Wast" оп 
Feb. 6 at Heritage Gallery, SM Megamall. The other artists are Chicago- 
based Sergio "Jun" Rocha, Erbu and Jun Martinez. The show runs un- 
til Feb. 13. 


Art show 


by cancer kids 
"My Child Matters,” 
an art exhibit of 20 
kids with cancer and 
other aliments, Б 
Tunning in Gallerie 
Hues at MC Home 
Depotin Fort Bonita- 
cio. Itis organized by 
the Philippine Society 
of Pediatric Oncology 
in cooperation with 
Project Grave Kids 
and Kulay Marikina. 


JOHN Paul Ermino, 7, paints a picture of 
the evils of leukemia. 
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Bencab... 


Frompage Cl 

working with the state-of-art facilities at STPI 
gave me the freedom of creating works beyond 
my boundaries.” 

Tt was not only the process that was new for 
the artist, The resulting works use intense 
shades of red, yellow, orange, blue—different 
from the sober tones we usually associate with 
Bencab. 

Аз Keong Ruoh Ling, a Southeast Asian art 
specialist at Christie's Singapore, says in her es-— 
say for the exhibition: 

"Perhaps the colors are not characteristically 
his, аз Bencab admittedly wanted to have more 
grey hues to tone down the boisterous effect of 
the paper-pulp compositions. They nevertheless 
enhanced the images that one is so familiar 
with.” 

‘The exuberant piece “Homage to Isadora” 
(671977) is described: 

"Colors free Isadora. Unlike the warm, atmo- 
spheric mood of his acrylic on canvas, Isadora 
‘on the paper pulp is light, floating in the air, de- 
lightfully presented in a fusion of pink, sky-blue, 
bright orange, transforming Isadora from an 
enthralling portraiture of uncanny sentiments 
toa gay vision of kaleidoscopic effect, evoking a 
sense of rhythm and not just movement.” 

The Singapore Tyler Print Institute is an in- 
temational publisher and dealer of fine-art 
prints and works on paper. It collaborates with 
outstanding artists from around the world to 
push the technical and aesthetic frontiers of 
printmaking and papermaking, creating edition 
prints and unique works on paper. 

STPI was established in 2002 under the guid- 
ance of the foremost American master printer of 
the 20th century Kenneth E. Tyler, with the sup. 
port of the Ministry of Information, Communi- 
Cations and the Arts, Singapore Tourism Board 
and Singapore Totalisator Board. 

"Through its Visiting Artists Program, STPI 
has collaborated with leading artists from Sin- 
‘gapore, United States, China, France, Malaysia, 
Philippines and Indonesia. Each collaboration 
offers unique opportunities to pursue new and 
innovative techniques while opening the door 
for artists to push their art to higher levels of de- 
velopment. 


Language 
pedagogy seminar 


THE ATENEO CENTER FOR ENGLISH 
Language Teaching (Acel) announces its 
35th biannual conference, “Critical Practices 
in the Language Classroom: Teaching Stu- 
dents to Think," on Feb. 11, 7:30 a.m.-5 рл, 
at the Social Sciences, Audio Visual Room, 
‘Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights, 
Quezon City. 

The keynote address will be delivered by 
Dr Isagani R. Cruz, lectures, Interdisciplinary 
Studies, Ateneo de Manila. 

This conference aims to make teachers 
aware of how their words, actions and lessons 
choices may promote conscious or uncon- 
scious biases for gender, race or social class. It 
invites teachers to take a critical perspective 
oftheir teaching. 

Early-bird registration (before Feb. 8) is 
P1,200; walk-in registration, P1,300. 

Call 4264322 or 4266001 local 5315. 


UST announces 
writers workshop 


THE CENTER FOR CREATIVE WRITING AND 
Studies of the University of Santo Tomas is ac- 
cepting manuscripts for the 7th UST National 
Writers Workshop to be held on April 23-29 in 
Baguio City. 

"The workshop is open to writers who have 
not been awarded fellowships to any national 
writers workshop. 

‘An applicant should submit three hard copies 
and a computer file (MS Word format in a 
diskette) of his/her manuscript (at least five po- 
ems or two short stories in English or Filipino); 
a resumé, a 2'32" ID photo, and a certification 
duly signed by an institution/company senior 
that the manuscriptis authentic. 

Fifteen fellowships are available, a percent- 
age of which will be given to the Dominican 
Network of Schools, Colleges and Universities. 
Deadline is Feb. 15. Call 4061611 loc. 8281 
(Tuesday to Saturday); or e-mail aldimalan- 
ta@gmail.com or ust.ccws@gmail.com. 


Lecture on Anita 
Magsaysay-Ho 


‘THE ATENEO LIBRARY OF WOMEN'S WRIT- 
ings (Aliww) will hold the 6th annual Helenica 
Lecture to honor a Filipina visual artist. This 
year's lecture, "Anita Magsaysay-Ho: An Artist's 
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Engineer of intimate | 


Fred Ramirez’s By Lito B. Zulueta 


abstracts are 
nonrepresentational 
art with a naturalistic 


HERE'S A HARDCORE QUALITY 

to Fred Ramirez's abstractions. 

Long known to paint interior 
musings that conjure interior moods 
and even distorted states of mind (in 
the true tradition of Abstract Expres- 
sionism), the artist is presenting land- 
scapes in his newest show organized by 
Choice Expressions Gallery. 

‘The conceit in “Fred in Red,” of 
course, is that Ramirez’s landscapes are 
hardly the type we associate with the 
genre. The works are more inner than 
overt. It could be said that here's an 
artist unwilling to be prosaic. 

‘The other conceit (more of a conun- 
drum, really) is that Ramirez trained as а 
civil engineer at the National University. 
So he is predisposed not only to be prosa- 
ic, but also concrete. In short, his inclina- 
tion toward the nonrepresentational is 
surprising, if not enigmatic, indeed. 

The acrylic medium provides 
Ramirez with the wherewithal to con- 
figure his unnatural naturalism. In “Sun 
Rising,” “he sun is not really rising, but 
already at its scorching peak, the title 
somehow a timid counterpoint to the 
magnificent strokes of the light-giver 
that looks earthly and concrete in con- 
trastto the rays of light it gives off. 
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“SUN Rising” 
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“VERTICAL Horizor 


‘The trick here is that its emissions de- 
fine the sun, not the sun itself. It could 
be said, therefore, that abstraction 
reaches the core through its effect, not 
through an ontological essay, certainly 
not through causation. 


Clash of horizons 

In "Red Earth,” а clash 
of browns, reds, yellows 
and greens in the lower 
end of the composition 
defines the horizon in 
which the here and the 
beyond meet, meld, and 
mesh. In the higher 
realm, the red becomes 
stark, triumphant, But its 
reign is not absolute 
since theres still the 
presence of a square 
moon, earthy and earth- 
bound as ever, dotting "REI 
the firmament. 

Tn “Vertical Horizon,” the blues of the 
firmament are somehow rendered in 
aquatic colors: liquid blues, sandy sil- 
vers. While the composition holds up 
the landscape, the colors hold down the 
sensibility, immersing it in marine uni- 
verse. 

Ramirez's strong suit is his colors. 
“My early works were very colorful," he 


D Earth" 2 


andscapes 


said, "Those in acrylic always had a texs 
tured finish for added body, and wher 
they look at my watercolors, they say 
they see movement, like my ‘Sunburst 
series.” 
‘Not that Ramirez is a mere colorist. 
Like his icon, American abstract expres- 
sionist Mark Rothko, who 
protested being num- 
bered among the "color 
field” painters, Ramirez 
merely uses colors for ex- 
pressing an uncanny inti- 
macy with Nature and the 
concrete, 

Ramirez, in the final 
analysis, is stubbornly 
subject-bound, even ob- 
sessed. He is a represen- 
tational artist caught of- 
ten in the nonrepresenta- 
tional mode. He is an en- 
gineer with an artists 
compass. 


"Fred in Red” will formally open on 
Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. at One McKinley Place, 
26 St, Crescent Park West, Bonifacio 
Global City. Subsequent viewing will be 
оп Feb, 11-20 at Choice Expression 
Gallery, 2/F Doña Consolacion Bldg, 
122 Jupiter St, Bel-Air, Makati. Call 
8990717 or 8990718. 
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Story for All Time,” will be delivered by Lourdes .. } 


R. Montinola, chair of the Far Eastern University 
board of directors, on Feb. 7, 4:30 pm., at the 
‘Ateneo Art Gallery (Loyola Heights Campus). 

After the lecture, Magsaysay-Ho will donate 
the original manuscript of her autobiography, 
“An Artists Memoirs,” to Aliww. 

Aside from letters and photographs, the artist 
will also exhibit a hand-drawn and hand-writ- 
ten autobiography bound by wooden covers 
that was made during World War II. 

Meanwhile, the Crucible Workshop will also 
donate all research materials used in making 
the tome, Metropolitan Museum of Manila, 
which hosted the artists first retrospective ex- 
hibit in 1988, will put on loan original docu- 
ments from the exhibition, 
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By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


tion, particularly in the genre of por- 

ture, is truly amazing. It becomes 
most evident when he takes on the subjects of 
women and children, executed in his trade- 
mark watercolor and pastel media. 

His mastery of the figure in these highly 
delicate media has made him a formidable 
presence even in the company of the most 
skillful figurative painters in the country. 

Carlos “Caloy” Gabuco has never ceased to 
amaze both admirers and detractors, an artist 
who effortlessly swings, so they say, in both 
ends of the pendulum, capturing reality in all 
its dream-like countenance and, at the same 
time, indulging in fantasy and make-believe 
to make his message resonate with meaning. 

‘The paradox gains added significance in 
light of Gabuco's penchant for combining rep- 
resentation and abstraction, a rich distillation 
extracted from the delicacy of watercolor of 
which he is an undisputed master. 

In this solo exhibit, succinctly titled “Mga 
Gawa ni Gabuco” (Galerie Y, 4/E SM Meg 
mall), the artist shows what he has excelled in 
these past two decades, demonstrating an ob- “BANGA” 
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sessive love affair with the same cast of char- 
acters. 

The milieu is typical Gabuco territory: 
mother and child in warm maternal bonding, 
siblings in familial togetherness, kindred spir- 
its in idyllic settings, sharing sacred moments 
of blissful companionship, 

The eyes radiate a mother's affection for 
her infant or a father’s nurturing gaze at his 
wife and child. 

Gabuco's versatility in both aquarelle and 
pastel extends to a wide range of subject 
landscapes, still life, abstractions in the mini- 
malist mode. 

The works may have been done as welcome 
respite from his more demanding pieces (like 
commissioned portraits), but minor they cer- 
tainly are not. They reveal the same level of 
craftsmanship, conveying the delicacy of 
mode and treatment generated by a lifetime 
of total dedication to art-making. 

His training in the advertising field, preceded 
by a hard life growing up in Bongabon, Min- 
doro Oriental, and as a self-supporting student 
at the Philippine Women's University College of 
Fine Arts, sharpened Gabuco's instinct in cap- 
turing the salient features of the human figure. 

Exposed to the art of the jeepney in his 
youth, which he had to paint to help support 
nine siblings, Gabuco has known the 
quintessential Pinoy character and what ulti- 
mately pleases his eyes. With the rich expo- 
sure gained from travels and exhibits abroad. 
(his last sold-out show was in Brussels, Bel- 
gium last year), the artist has acquired a glob- 
al perspective of the Filipino soul. 

if the current show is any indication of the 
full ripening of his gifts in the realms of figu- 
ration and abstraction, the future bodes well 
for the artist who continues to explore un- 
charted paths with his mastery of this truly 
versatile and most demanding medium. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo (yahoo.com. 
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By Anne A. Jambora 


NIMPRESSIVELY DESIGNED 
venue reminiscent of the old 
and new Germany will mark 

the grand centennial celebration of 

the German Club Manila on Feb. 9 

at the Rizal Ballroom of the Makati 

Shangri-La Hotel. 

‘About 600 German nationals and -their 


lines, and а luxurious driving experience cour- 
tesy of BMW. 


Home away from home 

"(The club] began as a social club, a home 
away from home for homesick Germans, and 
it eventually grew like a tree,” says the Ger- 
man Club president, Thomsten Franz. "It is 
notonly part of German history but Philippine 
history as well, especially Manila." 

Founded at a time when the population of 
Manila was a mere 250,000-300,000, Franz 
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About 600 German nationals and their friends 
are expected to attend the historic occasion 


says there wasn't much entertainment back 
then that the Germans decided to establish an 
organization that would preserve their cul- 
ture. 
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friends are expected 
to attend the historic 
occasion. It will be a 
nostalgic trip down | 
memory lane as old 
journals and pho- 
tographs in sepia 
chronicling the club's 
most trying moments 
during the two World 
Wars, when the club 
had to close down, 
will be on exhibit. 
There will also be a 
slide presentation. 
There will be vio- 
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linists at the recep- 
tion, a saxophonist at 

the foyer, a Vienna 
waltz number, the 
sweet cherubic voices 
ofthe Kaibigan Street 
Children Choir, and 
German classical mu- 

sic to be performed 

by the Manila Sym- |) 
phony Orchestra. The | 
party will officially 
Kick off with the 
showband Spirit of 
267. 
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Premium гаће 
prizes await the mer- 
rymakers, including 
round-trip Manila- 
Frankfurt-Manila 
tickets with hotel ac- 
commodations cour- 
tesy of Lufthansa air- Tj 
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100 years of Ma 


From page DI 


Franz says the German population began 
trickling into the country when Manila 
opened to world commerce in 1820. Among 
them were hat-makers and lithographers, but 
the majority were merchants, ship-chandlers 
and pharmacists. From a population of 17 in 
1849, the immigrants grew to about 100 in 
the 18805. 

‘The German Club is an offshoot of another 
German society in 1880 called the Deutscher 
Leseklub (German Reading Club). Two years 
later it was renamed Casino Union. During а 
general assembly in 1906, however, the mem- 
bers decided to rename it yet again into what 
is now known as the German Club (Deutscher 
Klub). 

An old journal vividly described the early 
days: "We waved down one of those many car- 
riages on the Escolta, Manila's main business 
street... Our countrymen have managed to up- 
hold their unity by furnishing a clubhouse in a 
cozy and most comfortable fashion. Here, far 
away from the fatherland and mothers 
kitchen, the young merchant will find his 
friends, inspiration and entertainment. 

In true European fashion, Franz says, the 
early merchants, despite the warm tropical cli 
mate and lack of air-conditioning, tried to 
look dignified by wearing white linen suits. 

When World War I broke out in 1914, the 
club quickly shifted gears from a mere social 
forum to embracing German officers and crew 
members of some 20 German merchant ves- 
sels who sought refuge to escape threats from 
enemy warships. Club activities, however, 
came to an end when the United States en- 
tered the war in 1917 and US authorities con- 
fiscated and sold the club's property. 

By the end of the war in 1918, a good num- 
ber of Germans had been deported and in- 
terned in camps in the US. Many German em- 
ployees lost their jobs as their firms were tak- 
en over by the new authorities, and the lives of. 
the 67 members who remained in Manila be- 
came difficult. 


Bigger property 

Those who fled to other Philippine islands, 
however, revived the club's social and busi- 
ness activities after the war. By 1925, the club 
had acquired an even bigger property, with 
restaurant facilities, a bar, billiard hall, bowl- 
ing alley, tennis court and rooms rented out to 
bachelor members. 

In the mid-1930s, the club's cozy atmo- 
sphere was threatened by political and ideo- 
logical conflicts among the members of the lo- 
cal Nazi party and the opposition. When 
World War Il broke out, the club was shuttered 
once again. Nineteen’ Germans perished in 
Manila. 

“The German Club is marked by two World 
Wars. It took а lot of energy to open twice," 
says German ambassador to the Philippines 
Dr. Axel Weishaupt. 

АД of the clubs established by Germans in 
Asia did not survive the tribulations. But Franz 
says "despite the wars, the Germans were still 
treated well in the Philippines. They were not 
discriminated against." 

Dr. Gunther Matschuck, former club presi- 
dent and now chair of the club's centennial or- 
ganizing committee, says the club today is 
driven to make money to sustain its opera- 
tions. Its prime goal is to exchange views on 
economic affairs, and to foster social and cul- 
tural partnerships with its host country. Hence, 
nearly 50 percent of the club is made up of Fil- 


Bolipata 
performs 
Bartok 


EXPERIENCE THE VIOLIN VIRTUOSITY OF 
Alfonso “Coke” Bolipata performing the 
Philippine premiere of the powerful Bartok 
Violin Concerto No. 2 when the fifth concert 
season of the Metro Manila Community Or- 
chestra (MMCO) opens on Feb. 18, 8 p.m., at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines. 

‘The concert, "MMCO Before and Beyond,” 
will also hold the world premiere of new sym- 
phonic works by Nilo Alcala И, Joel Cruz, Nel- 
son Polvoriza , Francis de Veyra and Gian Mari 
Gianan, whose compositions will be heard in 
the final concert of "Xtreme Classix." 

Call the CCP Box Office at 8321125; Music 
Center Center, Miriam College 4261822; or 
MMCO, 4261822. 


COKE Bolipata. 


іріпов and 16 other nationalities not only by 
marriage but through membership, he says. 

With the absence of Germans in distress, 
Franz says the club has shifted the focus to its 
welfare program by providing scholarships to 
less fortunate schoolchildren in Manila. It also 
took under its wing the Heinz Woelke Founda- 
tion based in Baguio City. Founded by a blind 
member, the foundation assists the visually 
impaired. 

Recently, the club also undertook a medical 
project to help harelipped children. It main- 
tains a standing fund for help in times of natu- 
ral disasters 

‘After 100 years and more than 400 mem- 
bers, Franz has every reason to be optimistic 
about the future: “The German Club will con- 
tinue to be the meeting place for Germans to 
exchange ideas with their Filipino friends and 


nila’s German Club 


‘Camella has continued to strive to provide the best value and 
utmost quality to its home owners. Having built the most 
number of homes in the country, patuloy ang Camella sa 


kanyang layuning magpatupad sa pangarap ng bawat Pilipinong 

magkabahay. All properties developed by Camella are proud 

testaments of thousands of Filipinos who have fulfilled their 
dream of owni 


Camelia continues to lead in urban renewal and 
affordable housing. Hanggang ngayon patuloy 
ang Camella sa kanyang pagtataguyod ng 
friendly neighborhoods, innovative design, 
value homes, at community-based master 
planning. Tahimik na paligid, malapit sa trabaho, 
accessible sa mga schools, hospitals, at mga 
pamilihan. Magaang kabuhayan, maayos па 
pamilya. 


g their homes. 
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Manila's full-length 


zu Ballet Manila stages *Don Quixote' 


Quixote." BALLET MANILA, FRESH FROM A SUCCESSFUL | т > тано 
seven-city winter performance tour of Russia, 
presents “Don Quixote” as its initial offering in ASCENE from 
2006. i 

This year marks a double celebration for the 
company, as itis also the 10th year of Ballet Mani- 
1а and the 20th anniversary of is prima ballerina 
and artistic director, Lisa Macuja Elizalde. 

“Don Quixote” is а powerful ballet in three acts, 
filled with feisty Spanish-flavored dancing, daz- 
zling turns and spectacular leaps and, of course, a 
happy ending. Turning the attention away from 
Cervantes’ main character and the ballet’s name- 
sake, “Don Quixote” is actually a light romantic 
comedy about Kitri, the innkeeper’s daughter, and 
Basilio, the town’s poor barber. 

The demanding choreography of Alexander 
Gorsky and the fast tempos of Ludwig Minkus' 
score require extremely high technical ability 
from the dancers, and Ballet Manila delivers. 

Performances will be at Star Theater, Star City, 
CCP Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City on 
Feb. 17-19, 24-26. Call 4000292, 4043086 or 
5251584. 


Short plays 
from Peta 


PETNS LATEST PRODUCTION, “PINOY 
Wannabes,” tackles the flight of Pinoy talents 
and workers overseas. 

Five one-act plays—‘Ang Kamera ni Mang 


e 
Leon,” by Gamay Arkoncel-Dacanay, “Yung 
Plano,” by Tim Dacanay, “Kalat,” by Tina Ma- 
І 1 2 nipis-De Guzman, “Panaginip,” by Vida. 


Krisantha Nael and “Pasaporte,” by Janneke 


Agustin—make up the production. Among 


o 
4 the directors are Soxy Topacio, Phil Noble and 
Melvin Lee. 
o 


“Pinoy Wannabes” was first brought to the 
stage via Peta's Laboratory production last year 


! at Rajah Soliman Theater, Intramuros, Manila. 
Having built the most number of 2 Now it will be seen at Tanghalang Peta-Phinma 

o s of the Peta-Theater Center (No. 5 Sunnyside 
homes in the country, patuloy ang Drive, Barangay Kristong Hari, Quezon City) 


P оп Feb. 9-11, 17-19, 23-25 and March 2-4. Per- < 
Camella sa kanyang layuning formances are at2:30 pm. and 7:30 p.m. 


magpati sa Call 7256244, 7218604, 0918-9354166 
] agpi upad pangarap ng pawar and 0917-5394707. 
Pilipinong magkabahay. 


ZsaZsa 
Zaturnnah,’ 
the musical 


FORITS SEASON ENDER, TANGHALANG | 
Pilipino celebrates Pinoy pop culture with 
“ZsaZsa Zaturnnah, Ze Musical,” a rous- 
ingly funny stage adaptation of the comic 
book by Carlo Vergara. 
“ZsaZsa Zaturnnah,” about a lonely 
4 parlorista gay who becomes a super- 
3 к = heroine upon swallowing а mysterious 
г; ы У stone, is a recipient of a National Book 
Sa sipag, tiyaga, tibay ng 1006... = D perc Herten 
Circle. 
. The show's cast includes Eula Valdez 
Madaling Magkabahay Camella Е 
Queen Femina Suarestellar Baroux, Tuxs 
Rutaquio as Ada, Ricci Chan as Didi, and 
Arnold Reyes and Lauren Novero alter- 
nating as Dodong, plus the Tanghalang 
More than any other developer, Camella Pilipino company of actors. Chris Milla- 
understands the value of hard work— sipag, A ао 
tiyaga, at tibay ng loob. And'now, as it has 25; March 3-4, 8 рап; and Feb. 11-12, 
always worked hard to do, Camella has made it 18-19, 25-26, March 4-5, 3 p.m, at, 
easy to own a home sa aming easy payment ee ee ae = 
plan, mas affordable downpayment at аиа T 3 
pakikipag-ugnayan за Pag-ibig. Kami ay 
nandito upang tulungan kayong matupad ang 
inyong pangarap. Totoong madaling 
magkabahay sa Camella! 


QUEEN Femina Suarestellar Baroux 
(center, played by Agot Isidro) with the 
Amazonistas Nora A. (Tess Jamias), Sharon 
C. (Mayen Estafiero), Dina B. (Wilma 
Doesnt) and Vilma S. (Deeda Barretto) 


‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,’ picnic-style 


"THE HUGE OPEN FIELD OF 1А 3 
Consolacion College Manila on Mendiola (right 
beside Malacafiang Palace gate) will host an ex- 
perimental and interactive picnic theater ver- 
sion of William Shakespeare's “А Midsummer 
Night's Dream,” on Feb. 13-14, 6 p.m. 

resented by La Consolacion College Manila 
and Dramatis Personae, the show features sea- 
soned actors Alfonso Deza, Declan Patrick, Joel 
Caballero, Daniel Robert Magisa, Doods | 
Jimenez and Rey Ucat, supported by La Conso- 
jacion talents Toni Rodriguez, Angel Rose i 
Reyes, Francine Fernandez, Rosann Robles, Pre 


North 461.6148 to 49, 718.1896, 724.5913 www.camella.com.ph | мота Ane Aor 5 


0 2. tunato, Wilklean Regalado, among others. 3 
2 - 8 к 3 “The show is produced, designed and directed 
à МЛД Súna anoss ve ji WA bylioG 

т а EAZ Б к y Шо Casaje. 
Kove@Romania EX] pod панов ж упа [йо ар Gh "Tickets are available at the gate before show 
time on а first-come-first-served basis, Call 
3130513/7360235 loc. 34. 
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marks its 
50th year 
with a spry, 
sparkling 
restaging 


of ‘Ibong 


ater of 


school class of a minor seminary in Bicol 
staged Paul Dumol's “Ang Paglilitis пі Mang 

Serapio," under the direction of a young priest- 

formator who also taught the class Filipino. 

‘The priest was a true child of theater. He 
could sing, act, write and direct material, and 
he shared that boundless enthusiasm for the 
stage with his young wards. He regaled them 
with stories of how, as a young seminarian in 
Manila, he spent many enthralled afternoons 
watching the plays of Dulaang Sibol, the Ateneo 
de Manila high-school theater troupe led by 
Onofre Pagsanghan. ("Serapio" won first prize 
ina Sibol playwriting contest.) 

Like Sibol, the local senior class had no mon- 
ey fora show with first class production values. 
So they improvised. For a scene that required 
gouging out Serapio's eyes as punishment, they 
used gobs of cheap red dye for blood (it made 
for a spectacular Kurosawa-like spray that left 
the audience cringing). 


Т: THE LATE '805, THE SENIOR HIGH- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 


eternal spring 


‘The play's prosecutors wore Moriones masks, 
while the beggars’ makeup ranged from char- 
coal to mud. ‘Just like Dulaang Sibol” was how 
the priest encouraged the class to approach 
their show with a sense of adventure and leam- 


ing. 

Mr. Pagsi (as Pagsanghan is fondly called) 
and his evergreen theater group recently cele- 
brated their 50th anniversary by restaging 
"Ibong Adama,” another Sibol staple. That kind 
of longevity has attracted tributes from every- 
one, but perhaps it's fair to say that Dulaang Si- 
Бор true legacy is the love for theater it has in- 
spired in countless young people—even those 
ina quiet, drowsy Bicol town. 


Strengths 

“Ibong Adama” was a spirited note that Sibol 
is here to stay for another 50 years or more. Al- 
ready an institution in Philippine theater, it re- 
mains spry, fun and resourceful, if its latest of- 
fering was any indication. 

This oftretold tale of three princes who 
search for a magical bird to cure their ailing fa- 


—% 2 
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DULAANG Sibol members with their mentor-director, Onofre Pagsanghan (seated, left) 


ther sparkled with the strengths that have de- 
fined the troupe: its buoyant, sung through mu- 
sic was written by a committee of six Sibolis- 
tas—Bianong Labiano, Oliver Quintana, Mik 
Afable, Kenneth Dacanay Gian Abrahan and 
Enzo Araullo. (The “labaha, dayap, sintas” dit- 
ty—about the three things Don Juan needed to 


survive the Adama’s magic droppings—was 
particularly inventive.) 

The ensemble also did their costumes, built 
around the lives of fishermen. So the royal 
capes were fishnets sprinkled with sequins, and 
the king’s crown was a miniature buslo trimmed 


with beads and sparklers. When the princes sal- 
lied forth to look for the bird, they slung native 
woven backpacks on their shoulders. To suggest 
а brook after a parched journey, the chorus 
splashed themselves with imaginary water, 
sheer bliss on their faces, while murmuring, 
“tubig, tubig.” 

‘That last scene was among the play's high- 
lights, a distillation of the purity and joy that 
amateur theater can summon. What "Ibong 
‘Adama’ boyish leads lacked in stage presence, 
they made up for with heart and, in the case of 
Arjay Cansana as Don Diego, a resonant voice. 
(Niño Venida was Don Pedro, Josef Machuca 
was Don Juan.) 

Chris Aronson was a visual standout as the 
mythical Adama. Dressed in flowing white 
strips of garment, a Moorish turban preening on 
his head, the guy looked like a young Nijinsky. 

“The collective ardor of this youthful company 
was hard to fake—impossible, in fact, in ал inti 
mate, 156-seat theater. Dulaang Sibol's actors, 
musicians and stagehands were nothing if not 
fervent, their pride evident in the overall polish. 
of their modest but stout-hearted production. 

Its the kind of artistry that travels distances 
and affects lives, as with those scrawny high 
school seminarians of long ago. We know. We 
were part of that class. 
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Gods and monsters 

While Ateneo's junior thespians dabbled in 
perky musical theater, their older counterparts 
"went the opposite direction with a dark, dis- 
turbing drama. 

“Tanghalang Ateneo’s latest offering is "Ang 
Nilalang ni Victor Frankenstein," the Mary Shel- 
ley classic made into a play ("Monster") by Neal 
Bell and now translated into Filipino by the 
shows director, Ronan Capinding. 

Gino Gonzales excellent set and costume de- 
sign conjures the atmosphere of this somber 
tale: a stark white stage, backed by a wall of re- 
fective damasklike cloth artfully creased to 
suggesta looming iceberg, and peopled with ac- 
tors in severe black or dark-brown Victorian 
garb, depicting lives cosseted by fear and dys- 
function. 

‘On this arctic wasteland is enacted the drama 
of Frankenstein and his yearning for god- 
hood—the ability to create life and control it, 
while his own life and relations curdle from icy 
neglect. 

Bell's play swings the light away from the 
beast and back on Dr. Frankenstein, his patholo- 
gies and permafrosted core. Casting the crea- 
ture, however, remains a critical step. The right 
actor for the part can thicken the terror immea- 
surably while also allowing us a glimpse of the 
noxious brain sloshing inside the sewed-up 
skull 

The play itself starts slow and rather ungain- 
ly, only twitching to life with the creature's 
birth, As the “nilalang,” Jake de Leon is this 
“Frankenstein's” most reliably compelling pres- 
ence—an actor of jolting physical and vocal 
heft, projecting intuition and brute strength in 
the right measures. 

Joseph Ignacio as Frankenstein's naive broth 
er William and Nicole Pacqueo as the househelp 
Justine are likewise noteworthy—actors who 
should be seen onstage more often. 

One would want to say the same about Evert 
Gandarosa, who plays Victor Frankenstein. This 
is very taxing part, and Gandarosa rolls with the 
blows like a dauntless pugilist. Through it all, 
however, a sub-layer of character seems forever 
unexplored in his exertions. His Frankenstein 
emerges as a figure of hard work but not much 
illumination. 

There is De Leon's creature, however, and 
whenever it appears, genuine terror shocks the 
play back to life. Prepare to leave Ateneo's Rizal 
Mini Theater sufficiently unnerved, 
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form: x ce “Ang Nilalang ni Victor Frankenstein” runs un- 
е; a luxurious necessity. -` 5 til Feb. 12, Call 0916-7110089 or 4266001 local 
ч ~ У 3 P 5121 de 
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Connecting People 


EVERT Gandarosa, 
Jake de Leon and 
Maris Dimayuga 

in Tanghalang 
Ateneo's “Ang 
Nilalang ni Victor 
Frankenstein” 
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for Social Progress 


ке — 
The country: s largest corporate-led. social à 
development foundation, Philippine? 
Business for Social Progress (PBSP) ^ 
¿launched its new logo during its 35th 
f Annual Membership. Meeting. апа“ 
iFoundation Day celebration on January 
124, 2006 at the Dusit Hotel Nikko in: 
у Makati Ci. 


PBSP Chair and PLDT Chairman 
Manuel V. Pangilinan says that adopting 
a new PBSP logo is consonant with the 
increased level of PBSP's activities, and 
the need to bring the Foundation to 
contemporary times. "We believe this 
present day symbol reflects PBSP's 
renewed role in our society, as well as 
the values it has espoused these past 35 
years," he adds. 


With more than 300 guests, the 
celebration was attended by mostly chief 
executives of PBSP's member 
companies, partner non-government 
organizations (NGOs), corporate partners 
and donors, and friends from all sectors 
of society. 


On it's thirty-fifth anniversary, it paid 


tribute to its 203 member companies 
who have been supporting the 


Hi- Velocity Broadband Intermet 


Subseries ta PLOT тї Plan 898 now and gel untunited broadband connection at just 


#994 о month With a broadband аре! 


PBSP Chair and PLDT Chairman Manuel V. Pa 


Foundation's poverty reduction 
programs. 


What has PBSP accomplished in 35 years? 
Р 5.8 billion raised and disbursed as grants 
or soft loans that have benefited 3.27 
million Filipinos, among them the urban 


ct up in 384 kbps, you гап «игі, chat, downtond, 
магог: ват 25 Jang and as m [РИП myst, you gel a in 
coverage area oan other oreadaondo, Lopeti 

call abroad for less than PE per mumste eit yuur myDEL-power 
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linan delivers his message 


poor, the landless rural workers, agrarian 
reform beneficiaries, upland and lowland 
farmers, marginal fisherfolk, and 
indigenous peoples. Indeed, through 
PBSP, Philippine business - to paraphrase 
the world-renown Prof. Jeffrey Sachs - 
has reached invisible places neglected, 


am тш» yes! 
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As PBSP moves into the second year of 
its current five-year plan, the Foundation 
has closely aligned its plan with the 
United Nations' Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), a global 
commitment to halve poverty in the 
world by 2015. For the next four years, 
it has committed to mobilize P3.2 billion 
for its poverty reduction programs that 
encompass education, health, enterprise 
development and environment. This 
amount is more than half of the total 
budget in the last 35 years. 


As keynote speaker, Mr, Salil Shetty, 
Director for the MDG campaign who is 
based in New York, enjoined the business 
sector at large, starting with PBSP's 
member companies to support in 
supporting the existing programs. He 
indicated that in a more inward looking 
strategy, more companies should begin 
to see their contributions to social 
development as an integral and crucial 
part of their long-term business strategy. 
More so, businesses should find areas 
where they can complement and 
synergize efforts for a greater impact in 
order to meet the country's MDG targets. 
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Philippine Business for Social Progress: A Bold New Face 


from page Et 

With the support of its member 
companies, partners and donors, PBSP 
envisions that no less than 6,532 houses 
will be built, 28,676 families with 
increased incomes, 692 classrooms built, 
23, 446 school desks and chairs provided, 
20, 994 teachers trained, and 421 water 
systems constructed. 


Mr. Pangilinan says, "Just like our 
founders 35 years ago, we must continue 
to be visionaries and find new ways to 
harness the resources of the business 
sector, so that corporate activism can 
indeed become a reality in our country 
- and a model for all the world to see. 


And let this new logo be the bold new 
face of PBSP. 


The new PBSP logo signifies the spirit 
of service which the Foundation has 
embraced. A green upward curve that 
rushes towards the top represents PBSP’s 
commitment to help the marginalized 
tise above the challenges of life. 


The color blue embodies the business 
sector while the green symbolizes the 
community it serves. The round figure 
that merges with the curve portrays Man 
for whom and with whom PBSP 
dedicates its mission. 
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п ounce of prevention is worth more than a pound of 


health $ best. 


MEDICard, the healthcare | i ai 


TM „беја ` Сома: ‘St, 
Key: in MEDICARD ang send to 2344 (for: Globe’ 


E-mail: Iingulry@medicardphils. „сот 


pulang: 


cure. That age-old adage of wisdom has been the guiding 
doctrine behind our services. That is why here at MEDICard, our cardholders enjoy the advantages of the 
comprehensive gamut of preventive healthcare programs and services we've designed to keep them at their 


‘Website: www.médi 


“АП busi 
of providi 
physical 4 
and influ 
This is pr 


- Manuel 


(1:35: LEAPING FORWARD 


е Business 
Progress 


ifty business leaders came together to form the Philippine Business for 
ogress. Thirty-five years later, PBSP has gained a place in history... 


less enterprises — large, medium, or small — have ап impact on society beyond their established role | 
ng goods and services for a profit. Businesses do transforin societies. They not only shape our 
nd virtual worlds, but also create new needs, new hopes, new dreams. Indeed, because of its size 
ince, business must carry with it the commensurate measure of responsibility and accountability. 
cisely what establishes the ground for corporate social responsibility.” 
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“shat too may byahe bahay 
May opin 

Hog у nonin sa Greed Kalaga, 
paro а pongorop ng ib 

Kong sona na koni име. 
hung taon saang tbo 

pora lang ia Боба ng opes 
Soon man ong yeh nomin, 

bone may tomers ig 


Mod ng Sa tome Msoga Goroit 


ISTA MAY ТАМАМ 


\SANGGA, MALAY 
iG MARA TING 


mi 


d 


о." 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6,2006 | 


PBSP trustees Doreswamy Nandkishore, Nestlé chairman and СЕО, and Hans Sy, 
president of SM Prime Holdings, Inc. and first EVP of SM Investments Corporation. 


~ 100 о ш 
PBSP trustees Edgar Chua, Shell compames in the Philippines country cha 
Amb. Bienvenido Tan Jr., Modern Glass Distributors, Inc. president. Far right: PBSP 
executive director Gil Salazar. 


PBSP trustees David Balangue, SGV & Co. chair and managing partner, Marixi Prieto, Philippine. 
Daily Inquirer board chairman, and Paul Dominguez, director of Sarangani Agricultural Co.. 
with Credit Suisse scholar Patrick Allen Garcia who led the invocation, 


Over 300 delegates from member companies, donors, partner organizations and media апела 
the 35th Annual Membership Meeting and Foundation Day. 
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Philippine Business for Social Progress: A Bold New Face 


PBSP and PLDT chair Manuel Pangilinan with PBSP trustees CADP Group Corp. executive 
Chairman Pedro Roxas and Ponderosa Farms chair Ma. Luisa Perez-Rubio. 


UN Resident Coordinator ad interim, Dr. Zahidul Huque, with PBSP trustees Marixi Prito and 
Ramon del Rosario Jr. 


PBSP chair Manuel Pangilinan and Marixi Prieto, chai ternal 
Relations Committee, welcome the new member companies. 


What is PBSP? | 


PBSP stands for Philippine Business for Social Progress. It is 4 
corporate-led social development foundation in the Philippines. 
Founded in 1970 by 50 of the country’s prominent business leaders, 
its membership has grown to 203 companies and has committed to 
promoting business sector involvement іп improving the quality of 

ife among poor Filipinos. 

PBSP is the first of its kind in Southeast Asia being the only non- 
profit consortium of business corporations leading the advocacy on 
and the practice of corporate social responsibility (CSR) and corporate 
citizenship, 


Why Join PBSP? 


By joining PBSP, you join a unique group of men and women leaders 
of diverse businesses who are collectively addressing the root causes 

{ of poverty both at the grassroots and corporate level through the many 1 

programs — education, water and health, and enterprise development. 


Contact us: 


; The Executive Director 
PHILIPPINE BUSINESS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS 
PSDC Building, Magallanes cor. Real Streets 
1002 Intramuros, Manila, Philippines 
P.O. Box 3839 Manila 
‘Telephone: (632) 527-7741 to 51 
Fax: (632) 527-3743 
TEmail: pbsp@pbsp.org.ph 
iWeb: www.pbsp.org.ph 
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Unilever Launches New Identity 


c 


in Support of its Vitality Mission 


Unilever Philippines, mokers of populor home core, personol 
‘core, foods, ond ке reom products, reveals is new corporate 
identity ond renewed company mission. This is in line with 
Әдісі Unilaver’s efforts to ensure communicotion to ой is 
оен worldwide. 


The company's mission stclement, stcld оз follows - 
"Unilevor's mission i» to add viletity to 
Шо. We moot ovoryday (есіл for 
nutrition, hygiene, «nd personel ara 
with breads that hol 
look good cud 9 
wos onied а aber on extensive review of бе aspirations of 
consumers әй over ба мейі. 


Despite diferences in nofonalites ond bockground, о univers! 
cepiration emerged — thot is, people desire to moke the future 


bøtter for themselves ond teir children. This desire includes ` 


wonting Io feel good, ochieve more, look betty, stay heathy 
longer, ond to give children a good siart in Ме. Unilever hos 
summed безе up in the word bci. 


According to Howard Bellon, Cheirmon & CEO, Unilever 
Philippines, "Vicity will be key to how we shape our родо 
Cond set priorities for іе business os we move forord. twill 
okso be the bosis on which we lock for new opportunities for 
consumers." Belon further added tho! Unilever is uniquely 
ploced to deliver vii in he three crecs of hygiene, пивот 
cond personal com, though is ішесіз scientie copobilies, 
consumer endersionding ond supply chain expertise. 


lo view of ts Му mission, Unilever decided to undergo о 
corporate density change. “Our old logo, olihough solid ond 
ноћу, doesnot Ñ! comfortably with he naw vty mission 


ond the diversity ond richness of Unilever os В екі today. 
We hove, therefore decided to chonge i”, shored Chito 
‘Mecopogel, Unilever's GM for Corporate Development. The 
new logo tells the siory of Unilever ond уйойу by bringing 
together 25 different icons representing the compony ond is 
rends, such оз the sun (поје symbol of violin shld fresh 
Joundry, looking good), ond heor feeling good). "Our new 
logo is symbolic of our new місу mission ond is © grophic 
‘epreseniation fo who we оге, what we do, ond how we do 
17, Macopagel added, 


Beginning Joly 2004, Unilever componies worldwide will use 
the nome Unilever, which will cleo be rollecied on iis product 
pocks, in the Philippines, this meons three chonges: 


Unileyer's retail Foods business, ofer 50 years of 
success os Colifomian Monsfoctuting Compony (СМС), 
will be known os Unilever Foods Philippines (СМС). 


Гр Unilever’s Food Service business will chonge is name 
from UBF Foodsolutions to Unilever Foodsolutions. 


Selocto Wols will be known os Unilever RFM ісе 
\ Creon, to reflect the joint venture nature of he ісе 
1 Creom business, 


273 The Home ond Personal Core business ond Shored 
Services will continue іо vse Unilever Philippines. 


Unilever hos been inthe Philippines for 7B угол. ће products 
include bronds wellloved by generations of Filipinos. 


Because you'll never know 
when you need one. 


MOTOLITE 


Available in Metro Manila, Mon. To Fri. 7AM-7PM 
Sat. 7AM-5PM / Sun. 8AM-2PM 


www.motolite.com 


